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Paramuvirs of KARGIL War

The year 1999 (May to July)
saw India fight a Limited War
with Pakistan in the Kargil
region of Drass Sector. Popularly

known as the Kargil War or Operation Vijay,
it saw many young brave heart soldiers fight
bravely to dislodge the enemy, strategically
perched on snow-peaked mountains. In
maneuvering the hostile terrain and scaling
steep cliffs to reach the enemy posts, many
had to make the ultimate sacrifice of laying
down their lives in the line of duty, to protect
their Motherland. Kargil saw the biggest
casualty and loss of commissioned officers
in any combat in the history of Independent
India. About 530 Officers lost their lives and
almost double that number were injured in
the War. As a mark of respect, the Nation

Picture of Indian Soldiers displaying the tricolor after
successfully capturing Tiger Hills. 26 July is celebrated as
Vijay Diwas, to commemorate the victory in Operation Vijay

brave soldiers like PVC, MVC, VC, SC. The
highest military honour of the land , the
Param Vir Chakra, which was established on
26th January 1950 was given to 4 deserving
heroes, who's brief biography we will study

bestowed numerous military honours to the in this article.

Captain. Manoj Kumar Pandey

Born in Sitapur Uttar Pradesh, he was the eldest child of
a middle class family. He was an avid sportsman since
childhood. Fired by the zeal to serve his Motherland,
he joined NDA. After graduating from NDA, he
joined the Gorkha Rifles. He was destined to win the
PVC as he mentioned in his Service Selection Board
(SSB) interview during the course of his Entrance
Examination for the NDA that he wanted to join the
Army to win the PVC. Posted in Kargil during the
War, Captain Pandey was assigned the task of clearing
the strategic, Jubar Top. On the night of 23rd July,
he along with his platoon, waged an attack to clear
Jubar Top. While still on a narrow ledge, they were
attacked by the enemy forces. Instead of turning back, he showed exceptional courage
and encouraged his men with a loud battle cry and charged on the enemy. He killed two
enemy soldiers in a hand combat and went on to capture the point. However, due to
critical bullet wounds, he laid down his life in the line of duty.
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Captain. Vikram Batra

Born into a humble middle class family in Palampur,
Himachal Pradesh, Vikram Batra made it to the
Indian Military Academy (IMA ), Dehradun in 1996
at the young age of 22. Commissioned in the Jammu
and Kashmir Rifles, he was sent from sub sectors of
Drass and Batalik to capture the important peak point
5140. Nicknamed Sher Shah, he along with his Delta
Company decided a surprise attack on the enemy from
the rear. As they approached the top of the steep cliff,
the enemy noticed their movement and started heavy
firing from the peak top on them. Despite the imminent
danger to life, his battalion kept moving ahead under
his able guidance from the front. They destroyed the enemy machine gun post by hurling
grenades. Despite being grievously injured he inspired his team to victory. Point 5140
was captured at 3.30am on 20th June. But a braveheart laid down his life in the process.
In recognition of his courage in the face of death, Captain Vikram Batra was honoured
with the Highest Gallantry Award, the PVC posthumously.

Naib Subedar Yogendra Singh Yadav

Hailing from Buland Shahar District of Uttar Pradesh,
he served in the 18 Grenadiers regiment. His platoon
was part of the Ghatak Task Force that was given
the mission of capturing three bunkers on Tiger Hill.
On the morning of 4th July, 1999 at the height of
16,500 feet, the platoon was to reach the top of a snow
covered mountain. He volunteered to fix the rope for
the soldiers to reach the top. While accomplishing his
task, he was fired upon by machine guns and rockets
and sustained bullet wounds on his groin and shoulder.
Despite the injuries, he reached the top and killed four
Pakistani soldiers in a hand combat and put an end to
the machine gun fire. His exemplary grit and determination inspired his fellowmen to
wage a victorious war in an extremely critical situation.
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Rifleman Sanjay Kumar

Born in Bilaspur, Himachal Pradesh, Sanjay Kumar
joined the Jammu and Kashmir Rifles and was posted
in the region at the time of Kargil War. He was given
the task of capturing Area Flat Top of Point 4875 in
the Mushkoh Valley on 4th July, 1999. After reaching
the top of the cliff, they were faced with fire from
a machine gun only 150 metres away. Assessing the
danger, he crawled up the ledge and charged towards a
bunker all alone. He was hit in the chest and forearm
and started bleeding profusely yet he did not stop or
give up. He managed to kill three soldiers in hand
combat and 4 more in a second bunker by firing at
them with his machine gun. His act of bravery inspired his platoon, to capture Area
Flat top.
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artition of India in 1947 and the

emergence of an endemic hostile

state to our west have impeded

the full growth of our strategic,
commercial and cultural relations with
the West Asian neighbours. Nevertheless,
the imperative of widening trade relations
and realignment of security strategies
necessitated India finding an alternative
road - cum - sea link to Afghanistan, Central
Asian countries and further north to the
Russian Federation and finally the Eastern
European countries.

Conscious of the need for viable
connectivity India took an initiative in that
direction. Some of the countries in the region
envisioning stakes in new connectivity
also considered sharing India’s initiative.
Afghanistan, Iran, Central Asian States and
the Soviet Federation are the likely partners
in this big endeavour.

For a long time, Afghanistan went on
struggling for an independent and self-reliant
regime in Kabul. Its people had to go through
fire and brimstone while realizing their
dream and get rid of external interference.
Now that the Taliban have achieved the
objective, by a strange quirk of destiny it
has to face a wily opponent who embrace the
extremist ideology that poses serious threat
to the Taliban regime. It is called the ISIS-K
and K stands for the provinces of Khorasan.

ISIS-K is the Afghanistan affiliate of
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS). It
emerged in 2015. The group’'s aims and
declared geography of operations were
very broad. Advocating for mass-casualty
attacks against civilians and states, “the

group intended to topple the Pakistani
government, punish the Iranian government
for being a “vanguard” of Shias, and “purify”
Afghanistan — both by dislodging the
Afghan Taliban as the main jihadi movement
in Afghanistan and punishing minority
groups, like the Hazaras”, wrote Asfandyar
Mir of the Wilson Centre in the Insight and
Analysis of 8 October 2021.

The main cause remains their sectarian
difference. ISIS-K subscribes to the Jihadi-
Salafism ideology, and plays up the ‘purity’
of its anti-idolatry credentials. The Taliban,
on the other hand, subscribe to an alternative
Sunni Islamic sectarian school, the Hanafi
madhhab, which ISIS-K regards as deficient.
The two groups also differ over the role of
nationalism. ISIS-K fiercely rejects it, which
runs counter to the Afghan Taliban’s aims of
ruling over Afghanistan.

Political stability of Afghanistan being
largely tenuous, the broad parameter for
overland route connecting India with the
East European region had to be given a
close and serious thought. The outcome was
the International North-South Transport
Corridor (INSTC ) aiming at increasing trade
between India and Russia. This trade route is
7200 Km long and the transport of freight
is through a multi-mode network of roads,
ships, and railways. This route connects India
and Russia through Iran and Azerbaijan.

The earlier trade route connecting India
and Russia was through the Suez Canal. It
is a long route. Hence the major objective
of the INSTC corridor was to reduce the
time taken, costs incurred, and increase
connectivity between major cities like
Mumbai, Moscow, Astrakhan (located in
Russia ), Baku (Azerbaijan ), Tehran, Bandar
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Abbas and Bandar Anzali (all located in

Iran ). Following are the main considerations

that led to the endorsement of the project by

the relevant countries named above.

® The corridor is aimed at reducing the
carriage cost between India and Russia
by about 30% and bringing down the
transit time from 40 days by more than
half.

® [t could be considered as a very important
corridor for the development of freight
traffic in the region.

® This corridor is capable of boosting
India’'s economy. Indian exports are
expected to increase substantially during
the next calendar year.

® This corridor is expected to increase
market access to the member nations
who can also benefit through various
backward and forward linkages.

The trial of transporting Russian goods
from Astrakhan to a southern Iranian port
to its destination at Mumbai's Jawaharlal
Nehru Port Authority (JNPA) under the
INSTC Corridor, marks the baby steps toward
India joining an emerging Russia-Iran-India
trade and security axis.

On Jun 8, Iranian foreign minister
Hossein Amirabdollahian was in New Delhi
on an official visit to discuss various issues
of common interests. This was also the time
when the unfortunate incident happened in
India in which two BJP members had to be
expelled from the party for alleged indiscreet
remarks that had offended a large number of
Islamic states including Iran. We expected
that the incident would throw cold water on
the agenda for which the Iranian delegation
had arrived in India. But giving an enviable
proof of his political maturity and the
sincerity of intentions, the Iran Foreign
Minister clarified his position by saying
that the official statement of the Gol that it
respected all religions, was good enough to
reassure everybody that India was a secular
democratic state and had to be respected

thereby.

As the trial for smooth transportation
of Russian timber was set in motion and
Iran’s FM had pacified the tense situation,
simultaneously a call between Russian
President Vladimir Putin and Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi took place the same
day.

Part of the International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC) to connect
Russian, Iranian and Asian markets, can
be seen in the broader context of shifting
alliances and pragmatic normalizations —
forced mainly by the economic vagaries of
a Covid economy and anti-Russia sanctions.

This is the background for India evincing
keen interest in developing Chahbahar sea
port in the Persian Gulf. The Indo-Iranian
Chahbahar agreement came under a cloud
owing to the sanctions imposed by the Trump
government on Iran in 2020. The project
seemed to be running into the doldrums. Iran
threatened to invite China to take control of
Chahbahar development. Iran even withdrew
its consent to Indian Railways working on
rail connectivity to Afghanistan and then to
Central Asia.

However with the change of regime in
the US, the conciliatory role of the European
countries towards Iran and resumption of
Iran nuclear talks all contributed to a re-
think over Indo-Iran relations and then the
revision of Iran’s Chahbahar policy.

India declined to endorse the UN anti-
Russia resolution on Ukraine. Ever since, the
US — Indo relations have become partly sour.
Though India declined to sign for her own
reasons, it was not an act of vendetta against
Ukraine which has usually served a proxy
of the US and the Western bloc to do some
arms twisting of India at the United Nations.
India’s denial of towing the American line
is essentially a signal to the US and the EU
countries to change their mindset. That is
what the Indian foreign minister bluntly told
his British counterpart that the world had
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change and India was the India which the
colonialists had projected to the world. There
was loud talk at one time of the US imposing
sanctions on India for not signing the anti-
Russia resolution and for signing oil deal
with Moscow. It proved a damp squib.

India is dealing with the Afghan Taliban
regime with pragmatism. The Taliban have
told Indi to reopen her embassy and promised
to provide protection to the Indian staff and
citizens. Iran has shown renewed interest in
Indo-Iranian project of Chahbahar and the
related rail connectivity. India has established
very cordial relations with Tajikistan, the
so-called underbelly of the erstwhile Soviet
Union but of immense strategic importance
in the region. The only Central Asian

Republic which declared it would resist any
move northward by the Afghan Taliban
during their crucial fight with the Americans
in Afghanistan. The five Central Asian
Republics are on board. As such great hopes
are pinned to strong overland commercial
and security interests for all stakeholders in
the region.

Some commentators talk of India-Iran-
Moscow axis. Others include China in the
axis. The reality is that India does not frame
her foreign policy of forming blocs and
groups and axis's etc. The entire narrative is
about the awakening among the developing
countries and its fallout. The Western world
shall have to take note of it and modify their
policy towards the Third World accordingly.
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ARTICLE

| Anandita Singh |

n the 187th death anniversary

of U. Tirot Singh- a warrior

from the Khasi community of

present-day Meghalaya, this

article aims to explore his
patriotic realization, and the untouched
aspects of history, his persona and the
driving forces of Swadharma, Swadeshi
and Swaraj that led to the freedom struggle
of Khasi Chiefs against the British.

Introduction

The Khasi hills of the present-day
Meghalaya was traditionally divided into
11 administrative centres (that was later
increased to 25 by the British), each
individually governed by an independent
chief (Syiems/sardars). One among
these many administrative centres was
Nongkhlow (Situated approximately 60
kms North-west of Shillong). It was a
crucial nodal point on the trade routes
that were used by the inhabitants of Khasi
hills who were mainly proficient in trade,
extraction of ore, and production of iron
artifacts. The regions of Khasi hills, in
itself was very rich in the natural ore mines;
minerals like coal, iron and limestone were
abundant. But most importantly, it was a
strategically important place as it gave an
easy and clear passage that could connect
the Surma Basin (Present day Sylhet
district of Bangladesh ) to the Brahmaputra
Basin (Present day Assam state of India).
It was due to these lucrative prospects
that the money-minded, capitalist British
wanted absolute control over this region
and used stringent methods for the same.
In 1823, David Scott, agent to the Governor
General of Bengal in the North-eastern

frontier, proposed a strategy of direct
intervention and coercion to be adopted
by the British in their engagements
with the local populace. This direct
intervention had a manifold and adverse
effect on the people of the Khasi hills;
they were exploited and left economically
and socially handicapped. The events that
unfolded in this region over a period of
merely 6 years will showcase not just how
powerful time is but how deceitful and
shrewd the British were.

Background

In their desperate attempt of capturing
and capitalizing all that the Khasi Hills and
her people could offer, the British went on
a spree of battles and forced agreements
that the locals seemed to be bound to accept
as their fate. On 30th November 1826 a
treaty was signed between the East India
Company and U. Tirot Singh, the chief of
Nongkhlaw. Even a quick look at this treaty
(as published in “A Collection of Treaties,
Engagements, and Sanads Relating to India
and Neighbouring Countries” complied by
Charles Umpherston Aitchison) would
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make it absolutely clear that this treaty
was a warrant of oppression and no
leader would willingly accept such terms.
For starters, the treaty made Nungklow
and its dependencies Ta subject of the
company’. The treaty also procured free
passage for the English troops through the
said territory and made provisions for the
construction of a road that connected the
Surma Basin to the Brahmaputra Basin.
Additionally, the people were bound to
supply construction material at their own
cost, pay tax for using the road when it
was complete and work as bonded laborers
for the construction work. Thus, it maybe
deduced that, David Scott the architect of
Khasi Hills’ destruction somehow managed
through either force, fraud or inducement
to get U. Tirot Singh, to sign this treaty
that was extremely exploitative in nature.

Role of U Tirot Singh

Abusing the clauses of the above-
mentioned treaty, the British started
exploiting the people economically,
disturbing their trade, and committing
atrocities on women. There was chaos
and mayhem. It is noteworthy that the
British had assumed that the chiefs of this
region including U Tirot Singh worked in
isolation, they would not join hands with
each other thus the Britishers’ hegemony
would go on unchallenged. They, like
always, were wrong.

Early in 1829, U. Tirot Singh realized
the power that the chiefs could collectively
wield. He had signed an unjust treaty
under the impression of peace but seeing
the large-scale exploitation of his region
and people who were forced into a slavery
like situation by the British who did not
even consider that construction of a road
can be taxing and the workers deserve
payment, concluded that peace that came
at such a high cost was no peace at all and
could not be sustained.

He thus made plans to expel the British.
He no longer considered himself bound
by the treaty of 1826. On 1st April 1829,
a conference of Khasis Syiems (Chiefs)
was held at Nongkhlaw, hosted by U.
Tirot Singh wherein it was decided to
drive out the British from their land.
Indigenous weapons and clandestine
intelligence formed the basis of this war.
Meetings were conducted wherein, under
the leadership of U. Tirot Singh, plans
were hatched and tough decisions made.
For the local inhibitors topography and
knowledge of forest-clad routes was their
biggest strength. The Guerrilla warfare
thus was the smartest choice for these
fighters who, lacked a technically superior
stock of ammunition but their courage was
inferior to none!

Finally, on April 4, 1829, agroup of about
500 Khasis, by a sudden yet planned attack,
killed two English Officers, Lieutenants
Burlton and Bedingsfield, and sixty Sepoys
at their Nongkhlao post, burnt down the
bungalow and released the prisoners who
were kept captive by the British, being
forced into slavery. War broke out that
lasted for 4 years (1829-33) with Tirot
Singh at the helm of commanding armies,
followed by the Chiefs of Myriaw, Jirang,
Rambrai, Mawsynram, Bhowal, Nongpoh,
Maharam, and Mawieng. He was also
joined by Monbhut as his commander in
chief and Phan Nonglait, a woman warrior
at the forefront.

The mere fact that the Kahsi warriors
could keep the British engaged for 4 years
is enough to highlight heir prowess, but in
addition to that, their sense of self pride
was adequately reflected in 1831 when
the British tried to negotiate with U Tirot
Singh, thinking he could be manipulated
again but he was adamant to not agree
to anything short of abandonment of
the proposed road and unconditional
restoration of his territory to him. In
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other words, the denial to negotiate with
the British at all by Tirot Singh was his
call for Swaraj!

Conclusion

After constant warfare wherein the
Khasi chiefs fought together for freedom,
U Tirot Singh secured for himself and his
people the right to a dignified life and
relieved them from the exploitation that
they were suffering.

Sadly, in 1831, when Tirot Singh
completely rejected any form of British
lordship over him, his territory and his
people, the British took the longer route
of weaking him. In 1831 itself they entered
into agreements allegiance with Adhor
Singh chief of Maosenram and Bor Manick.
Thus, weakening the Position and strength
of U Tirot Singh which eventually led to
him being arrested. He was captured by

OI-Ye :

trickery on 13th January, 1833 when the
British cornered him in the jungles after
having trapped him in a psychological
siege by eliminating his allies one by
one. He was sent to Decca jail where he
was tortured, his humanitarian rights and
needs neglected and eventually died a hero
on 17th July1835.

U Tirot Singh’s martyrdom was a beacon
of hope for all those who heard about the
glorious battle, they joined hands with one
another and resolved to face the British. It
was a wave of patriotism washing over the
British, knocking them down over and over
again for decades, making them incapable
of gaining strong control in the region.

(Anandita Singh is a researcher at Centre
for North East Studies (CNES), New Delhi.

The article is based on primary documents

and field visits. Author may be contacted at
anandita.nec@gmail.com)
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ABUP Telangana State office
Inaugurated by Mananiya Mohan Ji

- *ﬂ. v

aramapujaniya
Sarsanghachalak DR. Mohan
Bhagwat ji called upon all of us
to bring the country to a state
of greatness without allowing
arrogance to reach it. The inauguration
ceremony of the newly constructed ABVP
office “Spoorthi ChatraShakti Bhavan” in
Hyderabad was held in a grand manner. RSS
Sarsanghchalak Dr. Mohan Bhagwat ji was
the chief guest at the event, ABVP All India
Organizing Secretary Shri. Ashish Chauhan
ji, ABVP All India General Secretary Kumari
Nidhi Tripathi, were participated as guests.
Speaking on the occasion, Mohan ji
Bhagwat congratulated all those who have
endured many hardships and worked hard
for a long time and achieved a task and under
whose inspiration this office was built. He
said that this office itself is a testimony to the
confidence of the workers at our disposal that

one day our idea is justified and it will have
a victory. What is ABVP can be understood
by looking at abvp’s activity in Telangana.
He recalled that all of you were happy and
excited at this time but as mentioned in our
sangh prayers, this was a kantakakirna path
and we shed sweat and blood to speed up our
work in adverse weather conditions.

He added that logicians who believe in
truth and justice, who think that their own
truth not greater than all others, have tried
to suppress truth and justice by interest in
their all energies, but the truth will never be
hidden. He said that this office is the result
of the penance of the martyred activists.

The name called spooorthy is very fit to
the this bhavan . The ABVP’'s work here
has a rich history and it is expected that an
inspiration will emerge in our minds after
seeing all this. From the very beginning,
the ABVP’s Telangana region has been at
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the top, Telangana has stood up to show how
to be the office has remained a trendsetter,
standing up against adversaries on the one
hand and avoiding the damage caused by on
the other. He said both of them belonged to
the abvp in Telangana and today's office is a
replica of them.

As stated in sangh prayer, this is the path
of the eyes, 30 years ago it was experienced
for us and today’s karyakarthas are asking
where is the thorn in our path, that is, we
should stop the inner sorrow of fighting
during the time of patience and patience and
resistance, and move forward for the cause
of action for the activists, he said. Despite
all this, we had to build self-control and
confidence in ourselves so that we don’t feel
hostile,” he said. Now the office has been set
up and there are so many facilities. He said
that it will go a long way in instilling faith
and love in our society

“There was a time when everyone used
to laugh at ABVP activists, used to make fun
of Saraswathi prayers and congratulate those
who stood first, but those who mocked us are
now walking our path and they are doing the
same things,” he said. Those who did not care
for us then are now recognizing us as the
foremost.

When we
get a level in
society, we get
arrogance...
Like  everyone
else, we don't
have to yearn
for victory, it is
not the goal of
victory, it is only
the way, many
kings have won
many battles, but
we don’t know
them for more
than 1,200,000

years and we want to take lord Rama as role
model for ages , not just remembering Lord
Ram, “We want to stand by his ideals and
who took the path of the jungle for the rule
of the father's word for the ages.

Julius Caesar was overwhelmed by
arrogance, no matter how many victories he
had achieved. But till now our Lord Rama is
soaking in everyone’s mouths by practicing
dharma.

In some villages in Uttar Pradesh, the
chickpea crop is not grown up to a few
square kilometres. Because when Sita maata
was walking to her house, she was bleeding
from walking on these dried peanuts. So even
today, peanuts are not grown for a few miles.
He said that the Sita is still etched in our
minds.

We need to be conscious of where we come
from. There is no one in the world who has
said good things about ourselves, there is
no scolding, there is no propaganda for us
from such a state of blame, where there is
no government, where there is no experience,
where we have risen with our own strength.
It is essential to achieve big tasks with the
strength of the workers and not with the
facilities, he said, adding that the qualities of
the activists have

been developed
and empowered
by spirituality,
mission and
perseverance. We
must never fall to
scams, fame lies
Mohan Bhagwat
ji suggested to
the students and
student leader
on the occasion
that the unity
of knowledge
should be our
only strength.
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ABUP, DUSU meet U-C, call for centre to guide students

A joint delegation of Akhil

Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad

(ABVP) and Delhi University

Students Union (DUSU) met

the university's Vice-Chancellor

Yogesh Singh on 20th June and submitted

a memorandum requesting him to set up

an ‘Incubation Centre' to guide students in

various fields. They also urged the VC to

launch the ‘Earn while Learn’ initiative, under

which 10,000 students should be provided paid
internships, ABVP said in a statement.

“The joint delegation of ABVP and DUSU
held a meeting with the Vice-Chancellor of DU
and submitted a memorandum requesting the
authorities to set up ‘Incubation Centre’ for
the students of DU to get guidance in various
fields,” the statement read.

“Students will be provided internship under
this scheme according to their interest in
many fields including sports, computers labs,
laboratories,” the statement added. ABVP and
DUSU have also taken the initiative to set up
‘Incubation Centres’ in all the colleges of DU.
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