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PUNYASHLOK DEVI AHILYA BAI HOLKAR
LIFE, ADMINISTRATION & CONTRIBUTION FOR SOCIETY

m Dr. Punit Kumar Dwivedi

unyashlok Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar

was a remarkable figure in Indian

history, known for her exceptional

leadership and compassion towards
her people. She ruled the Malwa region
of Central Bharat from 1767 to 1795
and is remembered for her progressive
administration, social reforms, and
devotion to her subjects.

Punyashlok Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar was
born in 1725 in the village of Chondi, in
the present-day state of Maharashtra.
She was married to Khanderao Holkar,
the ruler of the Holkar dynasty, at a
young age and became queen after
his untimely death in battle. As queen,
Ahilya Bai took on the responsibility
of governing the kingdom and quickly
established herself as a wise and just
ruler. One of Ahilya Bai’s most significant
contributions to society was her emphasis
on social and economic development.
Under her reign, infrastructure projects
such as the construction of roads, bridges,
and irrigation systems were undertaken
to improve the lives of her people. She
also promoted trade and commerce,
creating a prosperous economy in the
region. Ahilya Bai was known for her
compassion towards her subjects and was
deeply committed to their well-being.
She provided support and assistance to
the poor and marginalised communities,
including widows and orphans, and took
measures to ensure their welfare.

Ahilya Bai was also a devout Hindu and
patronised religious institutions, building

18 | ol mmeifia | o@, 2024

temples and supporting pilgrimage sites
across her kingdom. In addition to her
social initiatives, Ahilya Bai was a skilled
administrator who implemented efficient

governance practices. She appointed
capable ministers and administrators,
established a system of justice based on
fairness and impartiality, and maintained
law and order throughout her kingdom.
Ahilya Bai was known for her accessibility
to her people, who could approach her
directly with their grievances and concerns.
One of the most enduring legacies of
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Ahilya Bai’s rule was her commitment
to upholding the principles of dharma
or righteousness. She was a pious and
devout ruler who followed the teachings
of Hinduism and sought to govern in
accordance with its values.

Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar upheld the
rights of her subjects and ensured that
justice was served to all, regardless of
their social status or background. Devi
Ahilya Bai’s reign came to an end in
1795, with her death at the age of 70.
She was succeeded by her grandson, who
continued her legacy of good governance
and social reform. Today, Devi Ahilya Bai
is remembered as a shining example of
a compassionate and competent ruler,
whose dedication to the welfare of her
people left a lasting impact on Indian
history.

Mata Ahilya Bai Holkar was able
to maintain stability in her kingdom
through her strong leadership, effective
governance, and commitment to the
welfare of her subjects. She implemented
various reforms, improved infrastructure,
and promoted education and culture in her
kingdom, which helped in strengthening
her rule and maintaining peace and
prosperity.

Prosperity for people-Steps Taken : Devi
Ahilya Bai Holkar implemented several
measures to tackle economic challenges
and ensure prosperity for her people
during her reign. Some of the ways she
handled economic challenges include:
Infrastructure development Devi
Ahilya Bai Holkar focused on improving
infrastructure in her kingdom by building
roads, bridges, and irrigation systems.
These developments helped boost trade
and agriculture, leading to economic

growth.
Support for agriculture : She introduced
various agricultural reforms such as
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providing financial assistance, improved
irrigation systems, and promoting new
farming techniques to enhance agricultural
productivity. This led to increased food
production and better livelihoods for her
subjects.

Trade and commerce : Devi Ahilya Bai
Holkar promoted trade and commerce
by establishing trade routes, markets,
and encouraging business activities in her
kingdom. She also provided security for
traders and merchants, which helped in
boosting economic activities.

Tax reforms She implemented fair
tax policies and reduced the burden of
taxes on common people. This helped in
improving the financial condition of the
people and encouraged economic growth.
Patronage of arts and culture : Punyashlok
DeviAhilya BaiHolkar provided patronage
to artists, craftsmen, and scholars, which
helped in the growth of arts and culture in
her kingdom. This, in turn, promoted tourism
and boosted the economy. Devi Ahilya Bai
Holkar’s administration focused on holistic
development, infrastructure, agriculture,
trade, taxation, and cultural growth,
which contributed to the prosperity of her
people and the economic development of
her kingdom.

In conclusion, Punya Shloka Mata Ahilya
Bai Holkar was a remarkable leader
who ruled with wisdom, compassion, and
integrity. Her administration was marked
by social reform, economic development,
and justice, and her devotion to her people
earned her widespread admiration and
respect. Ahilya Bai’s legacy continues to
inspire generations of Indians, who look to
her as a role model for good governance
and service to society. Her life and work
serve as a testament to the power of
leadership to bring about positive change
and make a lasting impact on the lives of

others. [}
(The Author is State Head of Savishkar Malwa)
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AGRIVISION CONVENTION OF NORTH-EAST
BHARAT CONCLUDES SUCCESSFULLY

grivision 1st Zonal Convention of North-

East Bharat, held on May 17th and 18th

2024, at the College of Post Graduate

Studies in Agricultural Sciences, Umiam,
that was concluded with resounding success.
Organized in collaboration with Vidyathi Nidhi,
CAU-Imphal, ICAR-NEH and Assam Agriculture
University (AAU) Jorhat, the event witnessed
participation from over 600 delegates, including
esteemed professors, directors, joint directors,
deans and students from across India terming
the programme an excellent one by the active
participation of all participants.

The convention’s theme, “Futuristic Agriculture
for Atmanirbhar Bharat in the Eastern Himalayan
Region,” set the stage for two days of insightful
discussions and presentations aimed at fostering
innovation and self-reliance in the agricultural
sector of North-East India. The inaugural session,
chaired by Dr. Anupam Mishra, Vice Chancellor
of CAU-Imphal, Dr. S.K. Singh, DDG-Horticulture
of ICAR, New Delhi, as the chief guest. Guest
of Honour Dr. Bidyut C. Deka, Vice Chancellor
of AAU, Jorhat, Assam and other notable
guests including Govind Nayak, National Joint
Organising Secretary of ABVP and Mr. Subham
Singh Patel, National Convener of AGRIVISION,
graced the event with their presence and that was
very charming for all and quite encouraging too.
In the vivid presence of all the dignitaries and with
their inspiring words, the congregation was very
charming and graceful indeed.

Dr. P. K. Pandey, Organizing Secretary of
AGRIVISION-2024, welcomed the participants
and outlined the aims and objectives of the
conclave. Dr. S.K. Singh congratulated the
AGRIVISION team and emphasized the vast
potential of diverse agro-products, encouraging
students to become job providers rather than
job seekers. Dr. Anupam Mishra highlighted the
importance of creating demand for specialized
products and revisiting traditional agricultural
wisdom to address contemporary challenges. Dr.
Bidyut C. Deka discussed the need for tailor-made
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technologies for North-East India’s agricultural
sector to achieve self-reliance, advocating for
the promotion of electronic marketing products
and the development of agro-entrepreneurs.
Govind Nayak emphasized the role of students as
current citizens with the potential to drive national
progress and shared various activities undertaken
by ABVP at the national level.

The two-day convention included four
significant technical sessions during which 103
research papers on various aspects of futuristic
agriculture were presented very categorically by
the individuals, providing a platform for young
researchers to share their findings and innovations,
contributing to the advancement of the agricultural
sector. Awards were conferred upon the winners of
the oral and poster presentations, recognizing the
exceptional contributions of young researchers.
Every single presentation reflected the deep
concentration and dedication of each participant
who took part in presentation.

The valedictory session featured State Animal
Husbandry and Veterinary Minister, Alexander
Laloo Hek, as the chief guest. In his address, Hek
underscored the importance of key crops and their
export potential, stressing the need for demand-
driven research in agriculture. Guest of Honour,
Kamalnayan, Zonal Organizing Secretary of
ABVP, spoke about the pivotal role of AGRIVISION
events in fostering leadership among students,
encouraging them to pursue research that benefits
farmers in the North-Eastern region. [ ]

(Rashtriya Chhatrashakti Team)
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A GRAND SHOWCASE OF INNOVATION
AND COLLABORATION

he “Srishti 2024” event, a
remarkable  convergence  of
innovation and collaboration,
concluded successfully on
May 26th, celebrating three days
of technological advancements and
educational  excellence.  Organized

by ABVP in collaboration with Yuvaka
Sangha, AICTE, VTU, and Atria Institute
of Technology, the event witnessed
enthusiastic participation from multiple
colleges, showcasing a vibrant array of
student projects.

Valedictory program on May 26th
featured ISRO Chairman S. Somanath as
the chief guest. In his address, Somanath
discussed the transformative impact of
Al, referring to it as “alien intelligence,”
capable of comprehendinghuman actions
but devoid of conscience. He emphasized
the potential of virtual reality (VR) in
education, the revolutionary effects of
3D manufacturing, and the pivotal roles
of Al and robotics in industry automation.
Somanath encouraged startups to focus
on climate change and drones, stressing
the importance of interdisciplinary
learning and project-based experiences.

AICTE Chairman Prof. T. G. Sitharam
expressed gratitude and highlighted the
critical role of innovation in enhancing
livelihoods. He noted India’s impressive
growth, with 25,000 startups, including
125 unicorns, marking the nation’s
emergence as a global innovation hub.

Prof. Ganeshan Kannabiran, Director
of NAAC, emphasized hands-on
learning, congratulating participants and
stressing the significance of emerging

24 | o wmeifia | o, 2024

technologies for student projects and
career growth. Dr. T. N. Sreenivasa,
Registrar (Evaluation) at VTU, praised the
participants’ dedication and highlighted
Srishti’s growth with 293 projects. He
underscored the importance of patents
in motivating student innovation.

S. Balakrishna, National Joint
Organising Secretary of ABVP,
emphasized harnessing youth power for
nation-building, urging young people
to contribute to the country’s progress.
Meanwhile, Sundar Raju, Principal of
Atria Institute of Technology, delivered
the presidential address, underscoring
the institute’s commitment to fostering
innovation and excellence.

The event saw PESITM Shivamoga
securing the overall championship title,
while Atria Institute of Technology and
AJITM shared the runner-up position. The
program concluded with the rendition of
the national anthem, “Vande Mataram.”

The inauguration on May 24th was
presided over by C. S. Sunder Rajy,
Chairman of Atria Group, Bengaluru.
Prof. Deepak Kumar Srivastava, Vice
Chairman of the University Grants
Commission (UGC), was the chief
guest, joined by Manu Saale, MD and
CEO of Mercedes-Benz Research and
Development India, Dr. S. Vidyashankar,
Vice  Chancellor of Visvesvaraya
Technological University, Belagavi and
Ashish Chauhan, National Organizing
Secretary of ABVP.

Prof.  Srivastava  spoke  about
innovations in India’s solar power
generation and Al technology, motivating
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students to embrace creative learning .
Ashish Chauhan inspired students with the
slogan “VYande Mataram,” encouraging
them to make Srishti 2024 a success and
share their startup ideas. Ashish Chauhan
also encourages the students saying that
this is the ultimate platform for meritorious
students to unleash their credibility and
every student should focus on this.

Manu Saale praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visionary leadership
and urged students to think ambitiously
to tackle global challenges like climate
change. Dr. S. Vidyashankar welcomed
the guests and highlighted the event’s
purpose of providing opportunities
for students to contribute to India’s
development through technology and
new skills.

C. S. Sunder Raju emphasized the

importance of industry engagement and
project-based learning, wishing success
to Srishti 2024 and inspiring students
to pursue diligence in their academic
endeavors. Event’s inauguration
concluded with keynote addresses and a
vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Rajesha
S, Principal , Atria Institute of Technology.

Throughout  Srishti 2024, various
competitions, including the project
exhibition  “Srishti  Innovator”  and

“Avishkar,” captivated participants and
attendees, culminating in a grand closing
ceremony. The event not only celebrated
technological  innovation but also
reinforced the commitment of educational
institutions towards fostering a culture of
excellence and advancement. ]

(Rashtriya Chhatrashakti Team)
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