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| CONSTITUTION DAY |

19 Years of Gonstitution of Bharat

m Dr. Pankaj Jamtani

eventy-five years after the inception
of Constitution of India, there is
an echoing call from all corners,
to interpret Bharat’s Constitution
in a way that reflects indigenous values,
sensibilities, and cultural heritage. An
interpretation that is “Bhartiya” in essence
would deepen our constitutional spirit. Such
an approach would

and laid a strong foundation for a vibrant,
inclusive nation.

Building an Inclusive Nation

One of the most profound commitments
of the Constitution is its affirmative action
policies, embodied in the reservation system
for Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled
Tribes (ST) and Other

respect India’s unique Backward Classes
values and historic (OBC). Recognizing
wisdom, fostering an AL the historical
inferpretation  that &=y CONSTITUTION injustices faced by
upholds  Bharatiya & o] OF these  communities,
philosophy and & INDIA the framers of the
ideals. Though, the Constitution ensured
Indian  Constitution, that provisions
adopted in 1949 for reservations
and enacted 26 Jan, were enshrined
1950, has evolved to promote social
as a framework that and educational
upholds Bharat's empowerment.  This
ancient ethos while vision is encapsulated
embracing modern in Articles 15, 16,
democratic  values. and 46, which
As we celebrate emphasize the
75 vyears of the state’s responsibility
Constitution, we to promote the
reflect on its educational and

remarkable journey as a cornerstone for
India’s development, a guiding light for us as
a citizen, and a document with the flexibility
to adapt and address the changing needs
of society. Bharat’s Constitution reflects
resilience, ensuring equality and justice
across generations. This article highlights
the positive impact of 75 years of the
Indian Constitution. Through its visionary
framework, the Constitution has empowered
citizens, uplifted marginalized communities,

26 | enda meeifia | eidae, 2024

economic interests of these groups and
protect them from social injustice and
exploitation. Over time, these provisionshave
provided SCs, STs and OBCs with access to
opportunities in education, government jobs,
and political representation, enabling many
from marginalized backgrounds to break
the barriers of systemic discrimination and
achieve upward mobility. In recent decades,
affirmative action policies have expanded
to address new social and economic
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challenges faced by these communities. The
73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments,
for instance, reserved seats in Panchayati
Raij Institutions for SCs, ST and women, which
has fostered grassroots empowerment
and political inclusion. This decentralized
representation has enabled marginalized
voices to participate directly in decision-
making processes that impact their daily
lives, reinforcing the democratic values upon
which the Constitution was built.

Empowering Constitutional

Institutions

The Constitution set up essential institutions
to uphold democracy and Law which have
become pillars of Bharat’s growth story.
The Election Commission of India (ECI),
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG),
Union Public Service Commission (UPSC)
and various other bodies have functioned
with remarkable autonomy, acting as
protectors of democratic  processes,
financial accountability, and administrative
efficiency. These institutions not only
promote transparency and integrity but
also symbolize the commitment to uphold
democratic  values, giving Bharat a
reputation for robust institutional integrity.
Strengthening these institutions, therefore,
is not only a matter of governance but
a testament to Bharat’s dedication to
upholding the Constitution’s vision of justice,
liberty, equality, and fraternity for all.
With Bharat'’s journey of 75 years, deeply
rooted in constitutional principles, the
continued strength and integrity of these
institutions will remain essential in charting
a path forward that is both democratic and
distinctly Indian.

Judiciary : Safeguarding Justice and
Rights

A remarkable feature of the Indian
Constitution is the independence granted
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to the judiciary. The framers envisioned
a judiciary free from executive influence,
ensuring that citizens could trust the judiciary
to protect their rights and uphold justice.
Over 75 years, the judiciary has delivered
landmark judgments that expanded the
scope of fundamental rights, reinforced the
values of equality and non-discrimination,
and upheld constitutional morality. Judicial
independence has also strengthened the
public faith. Recent Supreme Courtjudgments
and legislative changes signal a renaissance
in Bharat's socio-legal landscape, heralding
a renewed era of unity, equality, and
constitutional integrity. The abrogation of
Article 370 has integrated Jammu and
Kashmir more closely with the nation, while
the Triple Talaq verdict and observations on
the Uniform Civil Code reflect a commitment
to gender justice and uniform rights. The Ram
Janmabhoomi decision, with its emphasis on
respectful resolution of historic disputes,
has furthered social harmony. Together,
these developments echo a revival of
Bharat’s core values, advancing an inclusive,
empowered future.

The Constitution’s Role in Socio-
Economic Transformation

The Indian Constitution has been pivotal in
promoting socio-economic transformation
through a range of social reforms. Over
the years, significant amendments and
progressive judgments have expanded
economic rights, labor rights, and protections
for vulnerable groups. Through policy
frameworks derived from constitutional
mandates, Bharat has implemented
transformative schemes like the Right to
Education Act, MNREGA, and the National
Food Security Act, which provide critical
support to millions, ensuring access to

education, employment, and essential
resources for marginalized sections of
society.
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Conclusion

The framers of the Constitution of India
were a remarkable group of visionary
leaders, jurists, and scholars with a deep
understanding of law, history, and social
issues. Drawing inspiration from global
principles and adapting them to Bharat’s
unique cultural fabric, they crafted a
Constitution that balances democratic ideals
with indigenous values. Their foresight
and dedication to justice and unity laid
the groundwork for our nation. As Bharat
reflects on 75 years of its Constitution, we
see not only a document of governance but
a dynamic framework that has enabled
transformative change across generations.

This living document has adapted to meet
the aspirations of an evolving society,
becoming an anchor of social, economic,
and political progress. Through its guiding
principles, the Constitution has served
as a roadmap for addressing injustices,
empowering the underprivileged and
shaping an inclusive nation. With each
passing year, the Constitution remains a
source of empowerment for every Indian,
embodying the spirit of equality. The
vision for the future is a Constitution that
continues to protect and empower within the
framework of Indian culture and thought, to
truly embody the principles of a “Bhartiya
Samvidhan.” ]
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ABVP and JU Host India-Germany Youth

Dialogue in Bengalurv
Facilitated by Konrad Adenaver Stiftung

n a significant effort to boost international

cooperation, the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi

Parishad (ABVP) and Germany’s Junge

Union (JU), the youth wing of the Christian
Democratic Union (CDU), recently conducted the
India-Germany Youth Dialogue in Bengaluru.
The event, facilitated by Dr. Adrian Haack,
India Director of Konrad Adenauer Stiftung
(KAS), centered on policy advocacy, education,
and technology, underscoring common interests
shared by youth in both countries.

The dialogue, aimed at enhancing Indo-
German cooperation, featured two key
segments: a private session involving ABVP
and JU youth leaders, and a public panel
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discussion with Bengaluru’s youth. This format
created an opportunity to address pressing
global challenges and explore avenues for
collaboration.

Ashish Chauhan, National Organising
Secretary of ABVP, led the Indian delegation,
joined by  Yagyawalkya Shukla National
General Secretary, and other senior members.
Representing Germany, Ms. Karoline Sophie
Czychon, State Chairwoman of Junge Union
Niedersachsen, led a team that included Anna
Catherina Frohn, Henrike-Catherine Borstling,
Christian Fihner, MLA, and Johannes Van
Wieren.

The discussions saw ABVP artficulating
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India’s stance on education, security, and
the transformative potential of technology
for youth-led initiatives. The JU delegation
highlighted Germany’s strategies on these
matters, stressing the importance of India’s role
in European and West Asian security.

The dialogue highlighted the critical role
of youth in driving international partnerships
and fostering positive transformation. Both
delegations expressed a strong commitment to
ongoing collaboration, emphasizing the ability
of youth to bridge cultural divides, create
new opportunities, and contribute to a more
interconnected world.

The success of the event sets the stage
for further India-Germany youth dialogues,
aimed at deeper cooperation in areas such as
education reform, technological advancement
and security. The dialogue reinforced the
significance of international exchanges in
shaping future policy that impacts both
countries.

Dr. Adrian

Haack, representing KAS,

described the dialogue as a unique opportunity
to bring together young leaders from two

distinct yet interconnected backgrounds. He
highlighted the importance of finding common
ground on global issues and emphasized
the need for youth-driven engagement to
foster lasting partnerships between India and
Germany.

In a world facing complex challenges that
require global solutions, the India-Germany
Youth Dialogue in Bengaluru served as a
reminder of the crucial role youth play in
influencing policy, advocating for change, and
building a more inclusive future. The partnership
between ABVP and Junge Union is a positive
step towards strengthening Indo-German
relations, deepening mutual understanding,
and finding collaborative solutions to common
challenges.

Both delegations concluded the event
with a commitment to a continuous dialogue,
aspiring to harness the potential of their young
populations to drive progress. This gathering
is seen as a key milestone in the effort to
create a more interconnected, inclusive, and
cooperative global society. [

(Rashtriya Chhatrashakti Team)
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SHoDH Hosts Inspiring “Research for
Radiant Bharat” Conclave in Bhagyanagar
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he Students for Holistic Development
of Humanity (SHoDH) Telangana

organized an engaging and
thought-provoking Research
Scholars’ Conclave, titled “Research

for Radiant Bharat,” on the 8th and
9th of November at Jawaharlal Nehru
Technological  University, Hyderabad
(JNTU-H). This significant event was
organized in collaboration with the
Indian Council of Social Science Research
(ICSSR), Vidyarthi Seva Samithi (VSS),
INTU-Hyderabad, and ICFAI, with the
support of the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP).

40
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The conclave aimed to advance the
culture of research and innovation with
objectives that included understanding
the research process, promoting ethical
publication practices, building networks
for interdisciplinary studies, and exploring
opportunities for academic careers
in research. Scholars, academicians,
and leading figures from various fields
gathered for the event, sharing valuable
insights on the current and future landscape
of higher education and research in India.

Professor Manish R. Joshi, Secretary of
the University Grants Commission (UGC),
delivered a powerful keynote address,
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urging the development of innovative
research practices that align with global
standards. His address resonated with
the audience, highlighting the need for
a forward-thinking education system to
strengthen India’s academic community.
Distinguished academicians contributed
to the discourse, with Professor T. Mrunalini
from Osmania University advocating for
an integration of the Indian Knowledge
System (IKS) with modern research. Her
vision emphasized the importance of
blending traditional knowledge with
contemporary research, providing a
culturally rich academic approach.
Former Vice-Chancellor of the University
of Hyderabad, Professor Appa Rao,
focused on the theme of “Vikasit Bharat”
(Developed India), encouraging impactful

research that contributes to national
development.

A notable highlight was the
participation of Shri A. Rajarajan,

Director of the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre, Sriharikota. Shri Rajarajan, a
Distinguished Scientist, inspired young
scholars to delve into research that could
further India’s advancements in space
and science. His address celebrated
India’s achievements in space exploration,
motivating attendees to contribute to the
nation’s scientific endeavors.

Shri  B.S. Murthy, Director of IIT
Hyderabad, emphasized the value of
collaborative efforts in education and
research, while Professor Dr. B. Vishnu
Vardhan from JNTU provided practical
guidance on effective research publication,
aiding scholars in gaining international
visibility. Adding to the global perspective,
Surabhi Hodigere, a policy researcher
and Harvard University alumna, discussed
international research fellowships and
opportunities, encouraging Indian scholars
to pursue global research avenues.

The conclave also highlighted the
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contributions of SHoDH and ABVP in
fostering research and nation-building.
In the Valedictory Session, Shri Ashish
Chauhan ji, National Organising Secretary
of ABVP, emphasized the role of India’s
rich cultural and intellectual heritage in
shaping a “Vikasit Bharat.” He inspired
scholars to draw from India’s deep-rooted
traditions as they advance in research
and academia.

The two-day event saw active
participation  from 240 delegates
representing 22  universities  and

institutions. The conclave provided a
platform for networking, idea-sharing,
and collaboration through discussions and
poster presentations, fulfilling its mission to

The two-day event saw active
participation from 240 delegates
representing 22 universities

and institutions. The conclave
provided a platform for
networking, idea-sharing, and
collaboration through discussions
and poster presentations, fulfilling
its mission to inspire research for a
“Radiant Bharat.”

inspire research for a “Radiant Bharat.”
The event concluded with a vote of
thanks by Sreedhar, Telangana State
Convenor of SHoDH, who expressed
gratitude to all contributors, including
speakers, participants, and collaborators.
Delegates left the conclave with a renewed
commitment to drive impactful research
that will contribute to the betterment of
society and the development of the nation.
This event highlights the spirit and
goals of the Research Scholars’ Conclave,
showcasing the contributions of experts
and encouraging the future generation of
scholars in India. [
(Rashtriya Chhatrashakti Team)
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Donald Trump’s Presidency and its

far-reaching impact on India

m Dr. Arvind Deshmukh

onald Trump’s return as the 47th

President of the United States marks a

remarkable comeback, representing

one of the most significant political
returns in U.S. history. His re-election has
raised questions and optimism for India, given
the strong Indo-U.S. ties built during his first
term and his notable rapport with Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The Trump-Modi
relationship brought significant milestones to
the Indo-U.S. partnership, rooted in a shared
vision for security and economic cooperation,
particularly in the Indo-Pacific, a region critical
to countering China’s influence.

Historically, Indo-U.S. relations have
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evolved from a period of ambivalence to
one of strategic partnership. Since the Cold
War era, when India maintained a non-
aligned stance, relations have transformed,
especially post-2000, into a closer alliance
bolstered by shared democratic values and
economic interests. During Trump’s initial term,
the partnership reached new heights, with key
achievements like the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue (QUAD) revitalized to counterbalance
China’s rising influence. Additionally, Trump’s
2017 National Security Strategy underscored
India as a key partner, emphasizing a “free
and open Indo-Pacific” strategy that aligns
with India’s geopolitical ambitions.

NOVEMBER, 2024 | RASHTRIYA CHHATRASHAKTI



India’s strategic importance is undeniable,
not only as a regional power but also as a key
player in global trade. The U.S. recognizes
that fostering a positive relationship with India
is crucial to maintaining a competitive stance
against China. Trump’s firm stance against
China aligns with India’s interests, and his
connections with Russian President Vladimir
Putin could ease Western pressure on India
regarding its ties with Russia. Additionally,
Trump’s presidency has been characterized
by minimal commentary on India’s domestic
politics, allowing India to navigate its internal
matters without external scrutiny.

Trump’s return could see a renewed focus
on trade agreements with India, potentially
amplifying tariffs as part of his “America First”
approach. Trump’s views on tariffs are mixed;
he has historically used them as leverage but
is likely to pursue selective tariff reductions
to promote sectors where Indo-U.S. trade
synergy is strong, such as pharmaceuticals, IT,
and defense.

A Trump presidency could bring varied
trade implications for India. According to
Moody’s, India’s economy stands to benefit
from Trump's presidency due to the escalating
US-China tensions and

potential investment restrictions emerging
in critical sectors. This shift in power dynamics
could lead to a reallocation of trade and
investment flows away from China, creating
new opportunities for India and other ASEAN
countries. Sectors like pharmaceuticals, IT and
manufacturing may benefit from reduced
barriers and stronger collaboration on
technology and intellectual property. The auto
sector, however, may encounter challenges
if Trump imposes tariffs on automobile
imports to protect U.S. manufacturers,
potentially impacting Indian car exports to
the U.S. Conversely, a strengthened defense
relationship could benefit India’s defense
manufacturing under Make in India, as Trump
may prioritize defense sales as part of security
alliances.
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From a global energy perspective, Trump’s
policies may also impact India, especially if he
prioritizes fossil fuels over renewable energy.
India, which relies heavily on oil imports, could
face challenges if Trump’s policies lead to
increased global oil prices or reduced U.S.
support for renewable energy collaborations.
However, there could be positive outcomes for
India’s fossil fuel sector, as increased U.S. fossil
fuel production may lead to a more stable
supply chain for India.

On 5th August 2019, the historical date when
Article-370 was abrogated, India witnessed a
varying response from the United States. The
response of the Republican Party was mostly
favorable where they viewed the abrogation
of Article-370 as a sovereign decision by
India to integrate Jammu and Kashmir more
fully into the country. Many Republicans saw
this move as a step towards strengthening
India’s territorial integrity and combating
terrorism in the region. They believed that
the abrogation would help bring stability and
development to Jammu and Kashmir, aligning
with their broader foreign policy goals of
supporting democratic allies and countering
terrorism. The Democratic Party in the United
States, however, had a mixed response. While
some Democratic leaders were recognizably
discomforted by the bold move made by the
Government of India, the official stance of the
Democratic Party was not uniformly critical,
as they also recognized the complexity of
the situation and the sovereignty of India in
making decisions about its internal matters.
Therefore, on the Kashmir issue, Trump’s
stance might align more closely with Indid’s,
given his inclination to support India’s internal
sovereignty matters. His administration could
continue to lend diplomatic support to Indig,
countering external criticism and pressuring
Pakistan on terrorism issues-a stance that could
aid India in stabilizing Jammu and Kashmir.

Therefore, on the Kashmir issue, Trump's
stance might align more closely with India’s,
given his inclination to support India’s internal
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sovereignty matters. His administration could
continue to lend diplomatic support to Indig,
countering external criticism and pressuring
Pakistan on terrorism issues—a stance that
could aid India in stabilizing Jammu and
Kashmir.

The presidential campaign for the 47th
presidency of the United States witnessed the
emergence of young Hindu Americans with a
favorable view of India. Vivek Ramaswamy,
an American entrepreneur and son of Indian
immigrant parents from Kerala has been
appointed by President- elect Donald Trump
to co-lead the newly proposed Department of
Government Efficiency alongside Elon Musk.
Vivek has expressed admiration for India’s
economic growth and leadership under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. He believes that

Hindu American, Tulsi Gabbard has
also found a highly respectable place
in Trump’s upcoming Cabinet as the
Director of National Intelligence
(DNI), a role that oversees the U.S.
Intelligence Community. Tulsi was
the first Hindu member of the US
Congress, a fact she proudly carries
on her sleeve. Tulsi is also a veteran
of the U.S. Army National Guard.

India’s impressive GDP growth is largely due
to the opening of markets and embracing
capitalism, which he sees as the best system
to lift people out of poverty. Vivek also
acknowledges that India, like any nation, has
its challenges, but he is optimistic about its
direction. He supports a stronger relationship
between the United States and India, viewing
it as beneficial for both countries. Another
Hindu American, Tulsi Gabbard has also
found a highly respectable place in Trump’s
upcoming Cabinet as the Director of National
Intelligence (DNI), a role that oversees the
U.S. Intelligence Community. Tulsi was the first

A | e meifia | odEe, 2024

Hindu member of the US Congress, a fact
she proudly carries on her sleeve. Tulsi is also
a veteran of the U.S. Army National Guard,
having served in Iraq and Kuwait. During
her tenure, she was known for her anti-war
stance and her criticism of U.S. foreign policy,
particularly in the Middle East. Tulsi has been
vocal about her faith and has often spoken
about how her faith influences her values and
principles, including her commitment to non-
violence and vegetarianism. She has also
been an advocate for religious freedom and
has spoken out against atrocities committed
against Hindus and other minorities in
regions like Pakistan and Bangladesh.
Vivek and Tulsi’'s appointment in the Trump
administration is of great significance for
India and a step forward to strengthening
bilateral relations, which could result in
greater diplomatic understanding and
support in areas of cultural and strategic
significance.

Immigration policies under Trump will
likely reflect his earlier stance on controlling
immigration, which had mixed effects on India.
From 2016 to 2020, Trump’s administration
placed tighter restrictions on H-1B visas,
affecting many Indian tech professionals. A
renewed Trump administration could continue
this trend, impacting Indian IT professionals but
also potentially reforming the H-1B program
to focus on higher-skill roles, which could
benefit skilled Indian workers in the long run.

In conclusion, Trump’s potential second
term holds a promising yet complex future for
India-U.S. relations. While trade challenges
and immigration policies may present hurdles,
Trump’s pro-India stance, coupled with a
strong personal rapport with PM  Modi,
indicates a continuation of the strategic
alignment between India and the U.S. This
partnership could not only benefit both
countries economically and strategically but
also support stability in the Indo-Pacific and
provide a counterbalance to China’s growing
influence in the region. ]
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