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AN ANSWER TO CHINA'S CLAIM ON
ARUNACHAL AND LADAKH
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he most dangerous lie is that which
contains some element of truth. China’s
claim on Ladakh and Arunachal is one
such lie, which is based on sophistry. For
some time, China has been changing the names
of places in Arunachal , so there is a need to
counter Chinese claim with irrefutable facts.
The most important fact is that Historically,
China never shared a border with India.
When there was no border between India
and China for centuries, then how can China
claim Ladakh and Arunachal of India as part
of its territory ¢
In 1949, Communist China occupied
Sinkiang, naomed later as the Uyghur
Autonomous Province of Xinjiang. Historically
this area was called East Turkestan. This

RASHTRIYA CHHATRASHAKT! | APRIL, 2024

occupation enabled , China to create a
border with India at north of Karakoram
Pass. By invading Tibet in 1950, China
created another border with India at Tibet
boundary .

POPULAR ANCIENT NAMES OF CITIES IN
CHINESE REGION OF XINXIANG

Maijor cities in Sinkiang were called by their
ancient names of Indian origin upto 1947.
The city of Kashgar was called Kashi. The
popular ancient name of Yarkhand was
Harikhand. There was a small area named
Jatpur in Sinkiang. These facts are found
in the book ‘Kashmir and Kashgar’, author
A.W. Bellew, which is a description of his
journey in 1873-1874. Kashgar also had a
Sanskrit name Shrikrirti. Ptolemy, the Roman

3|, 2024 | et wpefia | 9



ﬁ? COVER STORY

cioy

geographer, addresses Kashgar as ‘Kasi’.
INDIAN CLAIMS IN XINXIANG REGION
The boundaries of the kingdom of Emperor
Kanishka of the Kushan Empire extended
beyond Kashgar and Yarkhand. Kashgar
came within the boundaries of the kingdom
of Kashmiri emperor Lalitditya. It was from
Kashgar that Lalitaditya conquered Gilgit.
Till 1947, Taghdambush Pamir and Raskam
region were under the sovereignty of Jammu
and Kashmir Durbar . After the accession of
Jammu and Kashmir with India , these regions
became a part of India. Documents from
the British in the National Archives confirm
ancient Indian rights over these areas. In the
file noting of the Defense Department, it is
written that the boundary of Jammu and
Kashmir extends till Pamir. There are also
documents stating tax collection in Raskam
and Taghdumbash Pamir. If China makes
baseless claims on Arunachal and Ladakh,
then India should remind China of Bharat’s
ancient claims on areas presently under
Chinese Occupation.

ANALYSIS OF CHINA'S BASELESS CLAIMS
On September 8, 1959, China issued maps
and included Arunachal and Ladakh within
China’s borders. Arunachal and Ladakh both
share a border with Tibet. The question is ,
why did China do this? It is pertinent to recall,
that on March 29, 1959, Dalai Lama came
to India to seek refuge. 80,000 Tibetans also
came to India to seek refuge. China wanted
to erase the identity of Tibet by making it a
Chinese province, which was opposed by the
Tibetan people. China opposed India’s grant
of asylum to the Dalai Lama.

Arunachal Pradesh was never a
civilizational part of China or Tibet.
Arunachal Pradesh is mentioned in the

Puranas, Ramayana and Mahabharata. In
1914, the border between Britain and Tibet
was drawn and the McMahon Line , marking
the border between Arunachal Pradesh
(NEFA) and Tibet, was accepted by British
India and Tibet. China did not participate in

10
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these talks and did not accept the McMahon
Line. In 1936, the British released Survey of
India maps which showed Arunachal as part
of India.

India became independent in 1947 and
Arunachal Pradesh was included in the Indian
map. China became independent in 1949. In
the 1962 war, China captured Tawang, but
after announcing the end of the war on 21
November 1962, China withdrew its army ,
vacating Tawang and Arunachal. Dalai Lama
has also accepted Tawang and Arunachal
as an integral part of India in 2007, 2008
and 2011. Against this historical backdrop,
China’s claim on Arunachal Pradesh lack any
weightage .

ANALYSIS OF CHINA'S CLAIMS
LADAKH

China also laid claim to Ladakh in 1959.
The boundaries of Ladakh and Tibet are
demarcated in the Treaty of Tingmosgang
of 1684. In addition, Minsar region located
in Tibet is also mentioned as being under
the suzerainty of the Ladakhi King. Minsar
is an Indian enclave located near Kailash
Mansarovar which since ancient times used
to pay taxes to Ladakh, then Sikh Empire,
then Jammu and Kashmir state and after its
accession,to India. Near Minsar is Teerthpuri,
where pilgrims used to take bath in the
hot water springs, before going to Kailash
Mansarovar. In the Treaty of Chushul between
Sikh Empire and Tibet in 1842, the border
of Ladakh and Tibet is also demarcated and
the rights over Minsar are also stated.

India submitted more than 600 pieces of
proof to China in the Sino-Indian border
talks (1959-1961) which corroborate Indian
claims. But China built a road through The
indian territory of Aksai Chin from 1954
China occupied Eastern Ladakh in October
1962.

In 1954, India gave up its ancient trade
and transit rights in Tibet under the Trade
and Transit agreement with China normally
called Panchsheel. However,Minsar continued

ON
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paying taxes to India till 1962, until after
the war, when all relations with Tibet were
stopped.

China wants to eliminate Tibet’s identity
and make it a Chinese province. historically,
Tibet was a Kingdom with its own special
identity. Since ancient times, the area of
Kailash Mansarovar was an integral part of
Indian civilizational identity . Maurya Empire,
Kanishka, Lalitaditya — all secured their
frontiers at Tibet.

From Jammu, Zorawar Singh extended
the boundaries of the Sikh Empire towards
Ladakh. Zorawar Singh'’s attack on Tibet can
be analyzed as an attempt to reclaim Kailash
Mansarovar, India’s historical  heritage.
Zorawar Singh stationed his army in Minsar
and visited Kailash Mansarovar.finally he lost
his life while Fighting the enemy near Minsar.
It is necessary, therefore, that a discussion be
established on Indian rights over this area.

In 1963, a Sino-Pak boundary treaty
was signed between China and Pakistan to
demarcate the Xinxiang border. It should
be remembered that after India became
independent in 1947, Pakistan attacked
Gilgit Baltistan and Mirpur Muzaffarabad,
illegally occupying the area ever since.
Through this illegal occupation, Pakistan
created a border with China in the Xinxiang
region. In March 1963, Pakistan handed
over the Shaksgam valley in Gilgit Baltistan
occupied area to China . India opposed this
illegal transfer as Pakistan shared no Legal
border with China. An important fact is that
the treaty accepts this area as disputed
and states whenever the dispute is resolved,
China will enter into a fresh agreement with
the sovereign nation.

China claims the Tawang area of
Arunachal by saying that it used to pay
tribute to Tibet annually . It needs to be
understood that By 1950, India had stopped
collection and payment of this tribute from
the residents. The citizens of Arunachal
Pradesh consider themselves Indians and

RASHTRIYA CHHATRASHAKT! | APRIL, 2024

reject China’s sophistry.

In Contrast, Bhutanese enclaves and
Ladakhi enclaves have existed in Tibet
for centuries. These are Darchen Enclave
of Bhutan and Minsar of India. In 1950, a
representative from the Ministry of States
visited Minsar. It is clearly written in his
report that the residents of Minsar consider
themselves a part of India and pay their
Taxes voluntarily.

China’s claims on India are not based on
any solid evidence. China also claims Barahoti
in Uttarakhand. The tax receipts of the
traders who used to go to Tibet from Garhwal
are presented as proof. India had tabled a
white paper in Parliament in 1961, related
to boundary talks and correspondence with
China. In relation to Barahoti, the fact was
presented that the thumb impression of the
Garhwali businessman was taken on the
tax slips written in Chinese language, which
China considers as proof of its sovereignty
over Barahofi.

India has ancient relations with Tibet.
Tibet has always been a buffer between
China and India. Four rivers of India originate
from Kailash Mansarovar region - Indus,
Sutlej, Brahmaputra and Karnali (tributary of
Gangal), which are an integral part of Indian
civilizational identity .

China has invaded Eastern Ladakh and
cut off India from Central Asia. By occupying
Xinxiang, China has closed the ancient trade
routes leading from Leh to Yarkhand. It is
necessary for every Indian to understand the
strategic importance of the areas occupied
by China and Pakistan.

China lays its claim on Arunachal without
any concrete evidence. Some time ago it had
also claimed Bhutan’s Doklam. An attempt
was made to infiltrate into Galwan also.

It is necessary that we recall the ancient
Indian territories, traditional claims and
ancient Indian names of the areas occupied
by China and give a factual answer to China’s
fallacies. ]
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MSBTE Award : Walchand College Of
Engineering, Sangali
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NATIONWIDE PROTESTS
AGAINST LEFTIST VIOLENCE

n 12th March, Akhil Bharatiya
OVidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) staged

protests across university campuses
nationwide following the tragic suicide of
a student from Kerala, Siddharthan, who
faced severe harassment by goons affiliated
to the Students’ Federation of India (SFl).
The Karyakartas of ABVP held protests
Various  universities including Banaras
Hindu University, Delhi University, Osmania
University, Hyderabad Central University,
Rajasthan University, Annamalai University
and Gujarat University demanding action
against those responsible for Siddharthan’s
suicide.

ABVP condemns the violence perpetrated
by SFI criminals and polluting the academic
environment with the severe violence and
brutality. J.S. Siddharthan, a second-year
student at Kerala Veterinary and Animal
Sciences University, was subjected to
brutal assault by SFI criminals, resulting in
severe injuries and humiliation before he
tragically took his own life. ABVP demands
immediate action against the perpetrators
and provides justice to Siddharthan and
his family. Despite repeated incidents of
violence and intimidation by SFI criminals,
there has been a lack of concrete action
by the authorities, which is unfortunate and
deeply concerning.

ABVP  National General Secretary,
Yagywalkya Shukla, said that ABVP
condemns the Kerala government for
failing to protect educational institutions
from rampant violence, corruption, and
hooliganism perpetrated by SFI criminals.
The suicide of Siddharthan has shaken
the conscience of the nation and exposed

Tt wEerfi | aer, 2024

the deep-rooted problem of ragging in
Kerala’s educational institutions. Students
from various universities who participated
in today’s protests expressed solidarity with
Siddharthan’s family and condemned the
Kerala government for allowing educational
institutions to become a breeding grounds
for leftist violence.

ABVP National Secretary, Shravan B Raj,
stated, “ABVP had demanded a thorough
investigation into  Siddharthan’s death
through protests and hunger strikes outside
the Wayanad campus and the Kerala
Secretariat.  Siddharthan’s parents have
insisted that his death be treated as murder
rather than suicide, and ABVP supports

ABVP NATIONAL GENERAL SECRETARY,
YAGYWALKYA SHUKLA, SAID THAT
ABVP CONDEMNS THE KERALA
GOVERNMENT FOR FAILING TO
PROTECT EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
FROM RAMPANT VIOLENCE,
CORRUPTION, AND HOOLIGANISM
PERPETRATED BY SFI CRIMINALS.

their demand of a fair and transparent
investigation. It is appalling that despite clear
evidence of involvement of SFl in admissions
through fraudulent methods, assaults on
academicians and students, disruption of
university activities and incidents of ragging
and violence, no decisive action has been
taken fill date. ABVP is committed in its
opposition to leftist extremism and violence
and will continue to staunchly oppose it.” =

Rashtriya Chhatrashakti Team
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