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Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and Constitution of India

m Dr. Pradeep kumar

he universal Declaration of Human Rights,
ratified by the UN General Assembly in
1948, encompassed rights that India closely
aligns with. India’s fundamental right to
equality bears a striking resemblance to Articles
1 and 2 of the Declaration. Article 23 of the
UDHR also bears close self-similarity with India’s
constitutional commitment to ‘the right against
exploitation’ Under these artficles, Aliens and non-
citizens shall equally be entitled to social justice
and hence shall enjoy freedom of speech and
expression, the right to practice any profession,
cultivate any occupation, trade or business and to
education. This article attempts to understand the
link between the Indian Constitution and the UDHR
in the context of the global order that came into
being after the Second World War.
THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS (UDHR) : A BEACON OF HUMAN
RIGHTS
The Indian constitution came into power on
January 26, 1950 and is amongst the longest
available written constitutions. The preamble of
the Indian National Constitution encapsulates the
core sentiment of the nation by stating that ‘what
is best for its people’, India, as a nation has and
will always strive to protect the future of its citizens
by ensuring that they cultivate an appreciation
for the core values of the country, sovereignty,
socialism, secularism, democracy and the unity
of India. The goals of justice, liberty, equality,
and fraternity are central to the Constitution
and promote in the Indian state the dignity of
its citizens. It serves to indicate that these values
are of absolute importance to India and need
to be cherished. The Constitution is laid out in a
manner that anyone can read and understand
and therefore all 25 parts are grouped into four
broad sections.
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THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION : EMBODIMENT
OF UDHR PRINCIPLES

Yet, when the Indian Constituent Assembly cast
itself into the task of framing a constitution in
1946, it was by then keenly aware of the general
human rights movement. The UDHR of 1948 also
established some finalizing standards for the
Constitution in terms of ensuring its own provisions
being in harmony with recognized human rights
norms.

KEY FEATURES OF THE UDHR

Equal and Non-Discriminatory : All men are
born free and equal in dignity and rights in terms
of Articles 1 and 2 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, with no distinctions based on
race, color, sex or any other status.

Civil and Political Rights : Recognized in the
UDHR among other fundamental freedoms,
the right to life, liberty and security (Article 3),
freedom from torture (Article 5) and fair trial
rights (Article 10) are included.

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights : Rights
such as 23 (the right to work), 25 (the right to an
adequate standard of living) and 26 (the right
to education) emphasize economic and social
welfare.

The Right to Participation and Democracy : The
UDHR embraces democratic principles like the
right to take part in government (Article 21) and
freedom of thought and expression (Article 19).
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND THE UDHR
Part-lll of the Constitution of India provides for
Fundamental Rights closely resembling rights in
the UDHR :

Right to Equality (Articles 14-18) : Inspired by
Articles 1 and 2 of the UDHR, it provides for
equality before the law and forbids discrimination

on the ground of religion, race, caste, sex or place
of birth.
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Right to Freedom (Articles 19-22) : Freedom
of speech, assembly, association, movement,
residence, and profession are guaranteed under
it reflecting Articles 19 and 20 of the UDHR.
Right against Exploitation (Articles 23-24) :
Human trafficking, forced labor and child labor
are prohibited in these rights and aligned with
Article 4 of the UDHR.

Right to Freedom of Religion (Articles 25-28) :
These articles provide for the freedom of religion,
corresponding to Article 18 of the UDHR.
Cultural and Educational Rights (Articles 29-
30) : Rights guarantee minorities to conserve their
culture, language, and education (inspired from
Articles 26 and 27 of the UDHR).

Right to Constitutional Remedies : Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar called this the “heart and soul” of the
Constitution. It provides for the enforcement of
Fundamental Rights by the courts, which echoes
this Article 8 of the UDHR

DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES OF STATE POLICY AND
SOCIO-ECONOMIC RIGHTS

The Directive Principles of State Policy as
mentioned under Part IV reflect some of the
socio-economic rights described in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). Such are the
principles that the State must follow in rendering
its duties towards ensuring social welfare, equal
economic life and justice:

Right to Work and Education (Article 41) : This
primarily derives from articles 23 and 26 of the
UDHR.

Living Wage and Decent Standard of Life
(Article 43) : This Article seeks to encapsulate the
essence of Article 25 of the UDHR.

Promotion of Education and Economic Interests
of Weaker Sections (Article 46) : This again
reflects the human dignity aspect that is stressed
in the UDHR and the issue of what can reduce or
even eliminate inequality.

FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES AND THE UDHR

The Fundamental Duties (Article 51A) were
added by the 42nd Amendment in 1976 and
are a reflection of the UDHR’s emphasis on
civic responsibility. Thus, these duties cultivate
respect for the Constitution, promote harmony
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and safeguard public property-calling up the
responsible citizen’s duties towards the UDHR.
INDIA'S COMMITMENT TO INTERNATIONAL
OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE UN

Originally, India was one of the 50 founding
countries that signed the United Nations Charter
in 1945 and it was a critical actor for the drafting
of the UDHR. The commitment is testified to the
fact that it has ratified a number of international
treaties and conventions, all of which reflect its
devotion to the principles of the UN.

INDIA'S ROLE IN PROMOTING HUMAN RIGHTS
GLOBALLY

India has an outside commitment fo human
rights. As a member of the United Nations
Human Rights Council (UNHRC), India takes
part in global debates about human rights and
supports initiatives for development, peace,
and justice. India has also contributed to the
UN Peacekeeping Operations, which show its
allegiance to maintaining international peace
and security.

CHALLENGES AND THE PATH FORWARD

On the one hand, the Indian Constitution and its
international obligations show a clear reflection of
high ideals on human rights and on the other hand,
continve to face some real challenges-poverty,
inequality and discrimination. These require
a combination of new ways of aligning with
international standards, effective implementation
of laws, and continued commitment towards social
justice to counter all sorts of injustice.
CONCLUSION

Moreover, it reflects India ratifying several
important international treaties  and
participating in the largest world organization,
the United Nations. By weaving inthese principles
into domestic law and policy, India reaffirms
its role as a democratic nation dedicated to
promoting dignity, equality, and justice for all.
As India progresses in engaging with global
human rights mechanisms, it strengthens the
fundamental ideals of the UDHR and upholds
those principles “liberty, justice, and equality”
attractive and vibrant both within the national
and international contexts. ]
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Digital Arrest: The Emerging Face of
Cybercrime and Preventive Measures

m Yash Kumar Singh

n the ever-evolving digital age, where

convenience and connectivity shape

our daily lives, an alarming new wave

of cybercrime has emerged: Digital
Arrest. This sophisticated scheme sees
criminals  impersonating  government
officials to extort money, exploiting
technological advancements and the trust
of unsuspecting citizens. Beyond
personal losses, these scams
threaten national cybersecurity
and demand urgent attention.

Digital Arrest scams
are chillingly deceptive.
Cybercriminals fabricate
identities, posing as police
officers, Enforcement
Directorate (ED) officials, or
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) agents. Armed with
counterfeit documents,
deepfake videos, and fake
websites, they intimidate victims
with fabricated allegations,
suich as money laundering
or illegal activities. Video
calls, fraudulent social media
profiles, and phishing emails

are just a few of the tools P -

used to carry out these crimes.
By creating an aura of authority and
urgency, these criminals coerce victims
into revealing sensitive information or
transferring money.

Reports from the National Cyber
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Crime Reporting Portal highlight «

sharp 25% rise in Digital Arrest scams
in 2024 compared to the previous year.
A notable case involved a 3159 crore
scam, where fraudsters used fake stock
market investments and Digital Arrest
schemes to dupe citizens. These incidents
reflect the increasing sophistication and

Er #%

scale of such operations.

A case in point is the story of Ranjana,
a 36-year-old woman from Noida,
who fell prey to a Digital Arrest scam
in August 2024. Posing as DHL Courier
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Service representatives, the criminals
falsely accused her of being linked
to prohibited substances in a parcel.
Redirecting her call to imposters posing
as Crime Branch officials, they extracted
personal details and coerced her into
transferring 9.7 lakhs under the guise
of helping her avoid arrest. After two
harrowing days of virtual intimidation,
she managed to lodge a complaint with
cybercrime police, but the psychological
and financial damage had already been
done.

Awareness and proactive measures
are key to staying ahead of
cybercriminals. Here’s how citizens can
protect themselves :

* Verify calls or emails claiming to be from

government agencies. Pay attention

to video quality and language tone
in calls. Authentic officials do not use
personal email domains.

Never share Aadhaar numbers, PAN

details, bank information or OTPs with

unknown entities. Use secure payment
platforms and avoid clicking on dubious
links.

Create strong, unique passwords for

online accounts, enable two-factor

authentication, and ensure antivirus
software is up-to-date.

* Stay calm and refrain from acting
impulsively. Report suspicious activity to
local authorities or the National Cyber
Crime Reporting Portal.

* Educate family and friends about such
scams, and participate in cybersecurity
workshops to stay informed.

The government and law enforcement
agencies are actively working to address
this growing menace. Initiatives include
the 1930 Cyber Helpline for immediate
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assistance and the establishment of
the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination
Centre (14C) to enhance coordination
between state cyber  agencies.
Technological advancements, such as Al-
based surveillance systems, are being
developed to counter these crimes.

Moreover, international collaborations
are strengthening efforts to track global
cybercrime syndicates, with new protocols
focusing on cryptocurrency transaction
monitoring.  Nationwide  awareness
campaigns and legal crackdowns on
shell companies are further steps toward
safeguarding citizens.

Digital Arrest scams highlight the

DIGITAL ARREST SCAMS HIGHLIGHT
THE DARKER SIDE OF TECHNOLOGICAL
PROGRESS, UNDERSCORING THE

NEED FOR VIGILANCE AND
COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS. WHILE
TECHNOLOGICAL TOOLS EMPOWER
CYBERCRIMINALS, THEY CAN ALSO BE
USED TO OUTSMART THEM.

darker side of technological progress,
underscoring the need for vigilance and
collaborative efforts. While technological
tools empower cybercriminals, they
can also be used to outsmart them. By
staying informed, adopting preventive
measures and supporting government
initiatives, citizens can play a crucial role
in combating these crimes.

Digital security is a collective
responsibility.  Stay  alert,  share
knowledge and protect yourself and
others from falling victim to these
deceptive schemes. ]
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