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National Students Film Festival-2025

A Grand Celebration of Young Filmmakers

he National Students’ Film Festival

(NSFF)  Mumbai 2025 concluded

successfully on February 23, 2025, at

Welingkar Institute, Matunga, bringing
together the best of young filmmaking talent
from across 46 campuses in India. The two-
day festival was a remarkable showcase of
41 short films, highlighting India’s linguistic
and cultural diversity, with films presented
in eight languages and three tribal dialects.
NSFF 2025 celebrated the creativity and
storytelling skills of student filmmakers, with
11 outstanding films receiving awards
in various categories. The festival
provided a valuable platform for
aspiring filmmakers to present their
work, interact with industry experts,
and gain insights into the art of
filmmaking. The prestigious Best Film
award was won by Karpi, which was
also declared the Winner of NSFF
2025. Other notable winners included
Best Editing for Second Chance, Best
Cinematography for Dhruv Tara,
Best Music for Malarin Khoda, Best
Screenplay for Dumpyard, Best
Production for Cocoon and Best Actor,
which was shared by performances
from Luna and Matbhed. In recognition of films
with a social impact, the festival presented
special awards, including the Yashwantrao
Khelkar Award to Delivery Boy, Ahilyabai
Holkar Award to InVisible, Special Mentions
for Lagav and Placement Alert and Most
Inspirational Films for Luna: Old Man Luna
and Missing. To support emerging filmmakers,
the Best Film winner, Karpi, received a cash
prize of I1 Lakh along with a trophy, while
other category winners were awarded
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310,000 each, recognizing their excellence
and motivating them to continue their creative
journey. The festival was inaugurated by
distinguished personalities from the film
industry and academia, including Chief
Guest Om Raut, Renowned Filmmaker; Guest
of Honour Virendra Singh Solanki, National
General Secretary, ABVP and Special
Guests Uday Salunkhe, Director, Welingkar
Institute and Tarun Rathu, Vice President,
UP Film City & Secretary, NSFF Reception
Committee. Their inspiring speeches and

words of encouragement set an enthusiastic
tone for the festival, motivating students to
explore their passion for cinema. NSFF 2025
also featured exclusive masterclasses and
discussions with industry experts, offering
valuable insights into various aspects of
filmmaking. The sessions included Cultural
Context in Cinema by Satyajeet Mandle,
Decoding Movies by Milind Lele, Direction
Masterclass by Tejas Deoskar and Production
& Post-Production by Mushtaq Nadiadwala.
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Additionally, an expert talk on “Career in
Cinema through Bharatiya Vision” featured
Keynote Speaker Manoj Joshi, with panelists
Aditya Jamde & Ashu Trikha, moderated
by Dhruv Kandpal. These sessions provided
students with practical knowledge and an
understanding of the evolving film industry,
helping them refine their craft. The festival
concluded with a grand Valedictory & Award
Ceremony, graced by Chief Guest Anil
Sharma, Acclaimed Filmmaker and Guest
of Honour Devdatta Joshi, whose presence
added prestige to the event, making it a
memorable experience for all attendees.

The National Students’ Film Festival Mumbai
2025 was a landmark celebration of young
talent, providing a dynamic space for
students to showcase their creativity, learn
from experts, and connect with industry
leaders. By honoring excellence in filmmaking
across diverse languages and cultures, the
festival played a crucial role in inspiring
the next generation of Indian storytellers.
With its resounding success, NSFF 2025 has
set the stage for future editions, continuing
its mission to nurture and celebrate student
cinema in India. ]

(Rashtriya Chhatrashakti Team)
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Cow Protection in India : Constitutional
Provisions and Legal Perspectives

m Dr. Pradeep Kumar

n Indiq, the cow is not merely an animal; it

is a symbol of life, sustenance and religious

reverence. The cow’s cultural and spiritual

significance has been deeply embedded
in Indian traditions for centuries, especially in
Hinduism. This profound reverence for cows is
reflected in India’s legal framework, notably
in the Indian Constitution, which includes
specific provisions for their protection. This
blog explores the historical, cultural and
legal aspects of cow protection in Indig,
with a particular focus on the constitutional
provisions and their implementation.

Cows have held a sacred status in Indian
culture for thousands of years. In Hinduism,
which is the religion of the majority in Indiq,
cows are revered as symbols of non-violence
and motherhood. The cow is associated with
various deities, most notably Lord Krishna,
who is often depicted as a cowherd. The
ancient fexts, including the Vedas and
Puranas, extol the virtues of the cow and
emphasize its significance in rituals and daily
life.The economic importance of cows in rural
India cannot be overstated. They provide
dairy products, manure and draft power for
agriculture, making them indispensable to
rural livelihoods. The cow’s dung is used as a
natural fertilizer and fuel, while its milk is a
crucial source of nutrition. The multi-faceted
utility of cows has ingrained them deeply
into the socio-economic fabric of rural India.

The Indian Constitution, which came into
force in 1950, reflects the cultural ethos
of the country. The protection of cows is
explicitly mentioned in the Directive Principles
of State Policy, which, while not enforceable
by any court, serve as guidelines for the
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governance of the country. Article 48 of
the Indian Constitution states. “The State
shall endeavour to organize agriculture and
animal husbandry on modern and scientific
lines and shall, in particular, take steps for
preserving and improving the breeds and
prohibiting the slaughter of cows and calves
and other milch and draught cattle.”This
provision underscores the importance of
cow protection as a state policy aimed at
improving agriculture and animal husbandry.
The framers of the Constitution recognized
the cow’s critical role in Indian society
and sought to enshrine its protection in the
nation’s highest legal document. Following
the constitutional mandate, various states
in India have enacted laws prohibiting
the slaughter of cows and regulating their
protection. These laws vary from state to
state, with some states imposing stringent
restrictions and penalties for cow slaughter,
while others have more lenient provisions.

State-Specific Laws

* Gujarat : The Gujarat Animal Preservation
Act, 1954 and its subsequent amendments
have imposed strict bans on cow slaughter.

Violators can face severe penalties,
including imprisonment and fines.
* Uttar Pradesh The Uttar Pradesh

Prevention of Cow Slaughter Act, 1955,
prohibits the slaughter of cows and has
stringent provisions for offenders.

* Madhya Pradesh : The Madhya Pradesh
Agricultural  Cattle  Preservation  Act,
1959, aims to preserve agricultural cattle,
including cows, and prohibits their slaughter.

* Kerala and West Bengal : These states have
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more relaxed regulations, permitting the
slaughter of cows under certain conditions,
often considering the religious and cultural
diversity of the population.

The differing laws reflect the diverse
cultural, economic and social contexts of
the states. While some states have strict
bans driven by religious sentiments and
cultural values, others have adopted a more
pragmatic approach, balancing the interests
of various communities.The implementation
of cow protection laws has not been without
controversy. Several issues have arisen,
including concerns about religious freedom,
the economic impact on farmers and traders,
and incidents of violence related to cow
vigilantism.

India is a secular country with a diverse
population that includes Hindus, Muslims,
Christians, Sikhs and others. While cow
protection is a significant aspect of Hindu
culture, it may not hold the same importance
for other communities. The imposition of strict
cow protection laws in states with significant
non-Hindu populations can lead to tensions
and conflicts over religious freedom and
cultural practices.The economic implications
of cow protection laws are also significant.
Farmers and traders who rely on the sale of
cattle for their livelihoods may face hardships
due to the restrictions on cow slaughter.
The economic viability of maintaining
non-productive cattle poses a challenge,
particularly for small and marginal farmers
who cannot afford to keep unproductive
animals.

In recent vyears, incidents of cow
vigilantism have garnered attention and
criticism. Groups of self-appointed “cow
protectors” have taken the law into their
own hands, often targeting individuals,
particularly  from minority communities,
suspected of involvement in cow slaughter
or beef consumption. Such incidents have
led to violence, social unrest and a climate
of fear and insecurity.The judiciary in India
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has played a crucial role in interpreting
the constitutional provisions related to cow
protection. Several landmark judgments have
addressed the complexities of balancing cow
protection with fundamental rights, such as
religious freedom and the right to livelihood.

* Mohd. Hanif Quareshi v. The State of Bihar
(1958): The Supreme Court upheld the
validity of cow protection laws, stating that
the ban on cow slaughter is in the interest
of public welfare and does not violate the
fundamental rights of any community.

* State of Gujarat v. Mirzapur Moti Kureshi
Kassab Jamat (2005): The Supreme Court
reaffirmed the constitutional validity of
cow protection laws, emphasizing the
importance of cows in India’s agricultural
economy and cultural heritage.

The judiciary’s stance has generally
favoured cow protection while recognizing
the need to address the concerns of affected
communities and individuals.

The discourse on cow protection in India

continues to evolve, reflecting the broader
dialogue on ftradition, modernity and
governance. Several policy recommendations
can help address the complexities and
challenges associated with cow protection
laws:
* Scientific and Sustainable Practices
Promote scientific and sustainable practices
in animal husbandry to enhance the
productivity and welfare of cattle. This
includes improving breeding practices,
healthcare, and nutrition for cows.
Economic Support for Farmers : Provide
financial incentives and support to farmers
for maintaining non-productive cattle. This
can include subsidies, insurance schemes,
and access to affordable veterinary
services.

Community Engagement Foster

community engagement and dialogue to

address cultural and religious concerns.

Encourage collaboration between different

communities to find mutually acceptable
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solutions.
* Regulation and Monitoring : Strengthen
the regulatory framework and monitoring
mechanisms to prevent illegal cow
slaughter and curb vigilantism. Ensure that
law enforcement agencies act impartially
and uphold the rule of law.
Public Awareness : Raise public awareness
about the importance of cow protection and
the legal provisions related to it. Promote
educational campaigns that emphasize
the cultural, economic and environmental
significance of cows.

The protection of cows in India is a
testament to the country’s rich cultural
heritage and the values enshrined in its

Constitution. While the legal framework
aims to preserve these values, it also brings
to light the complexities of implementing
such laws in a diverse and dynamic society.
The discourse on cow protection continues to
evolve, reflecting the broader dialogue on
tradition, modernity and governance in India.
Balancing cultural sentiments with practical
realities remains an ongoing challenge. By
adopting a holistic approach that considers
the socio-economic, cultural and religious
dimensions of cow protection, India can strive
to uphold its constitutional principles while

fostering harmony and progress. [
(Author is Associate professor, School of Law Governance
and public policy,Chanakya University,Bengaluru )
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Unity and Integrity of the Country
Threatened by Divisive Narratives

m P. Sandeep Kumar

nce again, the language related

narratives are used in various parts

of the country to create divide

among the people. This trend is
increasingly palpable in Southern part of the
country especially in states like Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and Kerala. The supporters of the
language based divisive narratives put up
slogans like preservation of local languages
with its purity and perceived threat from
Hindi to the local language etc. as part of
their arguments. Even by a brief glance on the
arguments we can understand that the real
moto behind their narratives is not the best
interest of the local languages or the interest
of the people. But political opportunism for
short term gains and divisive ideologies
imbibed from the colonial masters are at the
core of their propaganda. Here it needs to be
noted that, they have problemsonly with Hindi
an Indian language and they do not have any
apprehension about English the language of
colonial oppressors, which is systematically
killing almost every local language today.
In fact, Mahatma Gandhi proposed Hindi as
a link language in India to replace English,
the language of colonisers. The those who
are using the name Gandhi for political
opportunism conveniently forget or concealhis
wishes in this context.

The ongoing debates in the name of three
language proposed in NEP, misrepresenting
it as an effort to impose Hindi on South
Indian states needs to be seen in this context.
Further, the argument of Hindi imposition in
the name of three language policy itself is
baseless, there is no mandatory provision
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for Hindi in NEP as far as south Indian states
are concerned. Togather support for their
propaganda, people like TN chief minister
M.K.Stalin argues that Hindi destroyed many
local languages in Northern part of India. He
also endorsed blackening of Hindi signboards
in Tamil Nadu on February 26, 2025 in a
social media post.

Apart from the language narratives
various other kinds of narratives also pushed
by the divisive forces to create confusion and
unrest among the public using certain issues.
Delimitation is such an issue, some political
groups like DMK argue that delimitation
will reduce the number of parliamentary
constituencies in southern part of India. Stalin
is repeating his propaganda, even after the
statement of Union Home Minister assuring that
the southern states will not lose even a single
seat in the process. The lies on delimitation is
peddled continuously to instigate people. In
fact, for their political gains people like Stalin
are fanning separatism in the southern part
of the country in the name of language and
loksabha seats. The arguments like cutting
South, United state of South India etfc. needs
to be remembered in this context.

Stalin with help of Kerala chief minister
Vijayanisin a process to reinvent the Dravidian
ideologue E.V. Ramaswami, a divisive figure,
who argued for a separate Dravidian nation
as anicon of South India. They try to implement
this agenda by suppressing or distorting
various historical facts and misrepresenting
icons like Sree Narayana Guru. Effort to delink
Hindu Sanyasi like Sree Narayana Guru from
Sanatana fold and the repeated rant against
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the Sanatana Dhrama by both the Chief
Ministers and their followers demonstrate the
ulterior motives behind their propaganda. In
reality they are nurturing Hindu phobia and
hatred in southern part of India, which may
lead to targeted attacks against Hindus in
future. Further, such propaganda can also be
used to justify such attacks.

Statement by TN deputy CM Udayanidhi
Stalin on Sanatana Dharama is a perfect
example of this vicious propaganda.
According to him Sanatan is a Sanskrit word.
Sanatan is against equality and social justice,
just opposing it is meaningless; hence, it should
be destroyed like mosquitos, Dengue, Cholera
and Corona. This hate speech made by Tamil
Nadu minister, Udayanidhi Stalin was a great
shock for the nation rooted in the principles
of Sanatana Dharma since time immemorial.
Udhaynidhi made this speech at a Destroy
Sanatan Dharma conference organized Tamil
Nadu Progressive Writers Association.

It cannot be seen as just a simple statement
but as part of a larger agenda. Tamil Nadu
progressive writers’association is a communist
outfit, which organized the destroy Sanatan
conference on 2nd September 2023 at
Kamaraijar Hall in Chennai. The main purpose
of the conference was to discuss about ways
to destroy Sanatan Dharma (Hindusim).
Discussions were organised on various ftitles
in this conference like, Deadly history of
Sanatan Dharma, Ways to Destroy Sanatan
Dharma, Sanatan imposition and opposition,
etc. Another topic discussed in the in the
conference was how to defeating Sanatan
Dharma in the political battleground.
Anti-Hindu activist and writer Adhavan
Deetchanya is currently the state general-
secretary of Tamil Nadu Progressive Writers
Association and Madhukkur Ramalingam
is the state president of the organization.
Sanatana  Ozhipu Conference (Sanatana
Dharma Eradication Conference), held on
2nd September at KamarajarArangam
(Kamarajar Hall) in Chennai. A cultural
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programme, a music event by ultra left activist
Kovan and his troupe, book release function,
of a book titled Imposition and Opposition
of Sanatana written by Professor llango and
another book titled Vallalar-Controversy and
Reality written by K.G. Bhaskaran etc. was
part of the conference.

Prominent anti-Hindu politicians such as
Tirumvalavan of VCK, S.Venkatesan from
Marxist Communist Party and Peter Alphonse
from Congress party, participated and
addressed the gathering. Apart from Tamil
Nadu Sports and Youth Welfare Minister
Udhaynidhi Stalin, Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious
& Charitable Endowment Board Minister P.K.
Shekar Babu, Tamil Nadu Higher Education
Minister Ponmudi also made remarks
against Sanatana Dharma in the conference.
According all these leaders who addressed
the conference, eradication of Sanatan
Dharma is the prerequisite for upholding
social justice, social equality and protection of
humanity. Unfortunately, the statement made
by Udhaynidhi Stalin only become sensation
and attracted the attention of nationl Other
ministers and leaders who made the hate
speeches were went unnoticed.

The above speech by Udhaynidhi Stalin
has ignated massive protest across India.
From common people to religious and
political leaders expressed their concern
over the statement. Thousands of people
used the social media platforms to condemn
Udhaynidhi Stalin and demanded stern action
against Udhaynidhi Stalin for his call for the
annihilation of Sanatan Dharma. People even
demanded the resignation ofthe ministership
and for his disqualification as Member of
Legislative Assembly.

Following massive outrage against
Udhaynidhi Stalin speech, an eco-system
came to defend him as a face-saving
measure. Leaders from DMK, Congress and
Liberation Panthers Party etc. came to the
rescue of Udhaynidhi Stalin by releasing
statements saying Udhaynidhi Stalin statement
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was misquoted by RSS-BJP supporters. They
further said, Udhaynidhi Stalin spoke about
eradicating Sanatan Dharma as a Philosophy
but RSS BJP supporters twisted his statement
and gave genocidal context. One the other
hand DMK supporters in social media worked
overtime to prove Udhaynidhi Stalin is right
by posting old videos of caste violence and
statements of E.V. Ramasamy Naicker.

Congress MP Karti Chidambaram also
came forward to defend Udaynidhi saying
that Sanatana Dharma is nothing but code for
a Caste hierarchical society. All those batting
for it is hankering for the good old days.
Caste is the Curse of India. In the common
parlance of Tamil Nadu Sanatana Dharma
stands for caste hierarchical society. Why is
that everyone who is batting for Sanatana
Dharma comes from the privileged segment
who are beneficiaries of the Hierarchy. There
was no call for genocide anyone, this is a
mischievous spin.

Despite the massive backlash, Udhaynidhi
Stalin reiterated his stand in a tweet. Bring it
on. | am ready to face any legal challenge.
We will not be cowed down by such unusual
saffron threats. We, the followers of Periyar,
Anna and Kalaingar, would fight forever
to uphold social justice and establish an
egalitarian society under the able guidance
of our honorable Chief Minister. | am
saying again that | only criticised Sanatana
Dharma and that Sanatana Dharma should
be eradicated. | will say this continuously.
Few are being childish saying that | called
for a genocide while others are saying that
Dravidam should be abolished. Does that
mean DMK cadres should be killed?2 When
PM Modi says ‘Congress Mukt Bharat’, does
that mean congressmen should be killed?
What is Sanatana? Sanatana means nothing
should be changed and all are permanent.
But the Dravida model calls for change and
all should be equal. BJP twisting my statement
and spreading fake news, it’s their usual job.
| am ready to face whatever cases they file
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against me. BJP is scared of the INDI Alliance
& to divert that they are saying all this. DMK’s
policy is One clan, one God.

Member of Parlioment and leader of
VCK Tirumavalavan, when swing forward
to defend Udhayanidhi made the following
dubious statement. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar called
Sanatana Dharma or Hindu Dharma is a
contagious disease. It should be eradicated
and annihilated in future. Then only we can
attain equality among the people. Hence,
Udhayanidhi statement was on the line of the
ideology of Periyar and Ambedkar which is
equality. Further, it was not against the Hindu
community, but was part of a criticism against
the Sangh Parivar’s agenda. Sangh Parivar
agenda is nothing but Hindutva. We are
only opposing Hindutva which is the political
agenda of BJP and RSS and we are not
against Hindus.

Onthe same time the TamilNadu progressive
writer’s association which organized the
destroy Sanatan conference, told that the RSS
and BJP have history of twisting facts and
spread fake news. Not a single speaker in
the conference spoke anything against Hindus
or Hinduism at the conference But only spoke
against Sanatan Dharma as a Philosophy.
In this context, Udhaynidhi Stalin spoke
about only eradicating Sanatan Dharma as
philosophy but not against Hindus or Hinduisml
He only spoke about eradicating Sanatan
Dharma which is against social justice, equality
and humanity. This statement will clearly
expose the strategy and duplicity of the
communists and anti-Hindu ecosystem as far
as the destroy Sanatana is concerned. Effort
to portray Sanatana Dharma and Hinduism,
Hindutva as different entities in not accidental
but part of a clear strategy. Further they also
try to divide the people in the name region,
R.T. Muthu, a Functionary of Tamil Nadu
Progressive Writers Association asserted that,
it was the North Indian Sanghis who filed cases
against Udayanidhi following his statement.

While considering a petition in connection
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with the hate speech made by Udayanidhi
Stalin against Sanatana Dharma. Justice G.
Jayachandran of the Madras High Court, has
pointed out that the Tamil Nadu police failed
in their duty by not taking action against
Sports Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin and Hindu
Religious and Charitable Endowments Minister
P. K. Sekarbabu for their participation in
a conference aimed at the “Annihilation
of Sanatana Dharma” in Chennai on 2
September 2023.

Following the hate speech by Udayanidhi,
he faced a criticism for targeting the
Hindu beliefs, his part colleague and MP
A. Raja made even more harsh statement
on Sanatana Dharma. On 7 September A.
Raja said that Sanatana Dharma should be
compared to diseases carrying social stigma
such as HIV and leprosy. He further added
that the statement of Udhayanidhi Stalin on
Sanatana Dharma was soft, there is no social
stigma attached to Dengue and Malaria.
Sanatana Dharma and Viswakarma Yojana
launched by the PM are one and the same
he added.

Further on the occasion of EV Ramasamy
Naicker  birth  anniversary,  Anti-Hindu
Dravidian organizations organized Eradicate
Sanatan rally and meetings all over
TamilNadu. The rallies were conducted at
Erode, Karaikudi, Coimbatore, Tiruppur etc.
Functionaries from Anti-Hindu organizations,
political parties and activist participated
in the rallies. Representatives from Muslim
organizations participated in Eradicate
Sanatan rallies in large numbers. Apart from
rallies and meetings, signature campaign
to Eradicate Sanatan Dharma was also
organized. Interestingly, as so-called symbol
of opposition against Sanatana, free beef
biriyani was served for the public.

The statement made by Udayanidhi on
Sanatana was not the first of such remarks.
Recently, reacting to a statement by Tamil
Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi on Dravidian
ideology, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K.
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Stalin stated that the Dravidian ideology
effectively neutralized the Sanatana Dharma
and Aryan ideology. This is not the first
time Stalin is speaking about the defeat of
Sanatana Dharma.

On 6th March 2023, M K Stalin and Kerala
chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan attended the
200year celebration of the so-called upper
cloth rebellion in Nagarkovil, Kanyakumari
district Leader of extremist political outfit VCK
and a member of parliament, Tirumavalavan
was also present in the meeting. All these
leaders in their speech tried to brand
Sanatana Dharma as an evil force and single
most reason of all kind of vices in the Indian
society. It was depicted as a cruel ideology,
which is still used as tool to establish socio-
political hegemony and oppression. Therefore,
in the opinion of these leaders Sanatana
Dharma need to be defeated at any cost.

MK. Stalin and Pinarayi Vijayan not only
alleged that the Sanatana Dharma deprived
lower caste women right to cover their bosom
but alleged that the Travancore state which
followed Sanatana Dharma levied tax on
the breast of lower caste women. Further,
they said that to mark her protest against this
draconian taxation a woman was removed
her breast and become a symbol. It needs to
be reiterated that the above statement of the
two chief ministers is nothing but blatant lies
propagated to create social division.

The above arguments and activities
orchestrated by some of the political parties
and other outfits in the southern part of India
pose a serious threat not only for law and
order but social cohesion. The roots of most of
the above arguments can be traced back to
colonial period and the theories manufactured
then by the colonial forces to implement their
divide and rule policy. Considering the possible
impact of such arguments and activities on the
unity and integrity of the country, we must come
forward to condemn such tendencies to uphold
the unity and integrity of the country. [

(Author is Director of CSIS)
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