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OPERATION SINDOOR
m INDIA’S ‘TRINETRA’ OF DEFENCE,
DIPLOMACY AND DECISION-MAKING

Operation Sindoor, India’s
assertive response to the
Pahalgam massacre, involved
coordinated strikes deep inside
Pakistan, targeting terrorist
infrastructure.
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OPERATION smnoek"

India’s ‘Trinetra’ of Defence,
Diplomacy and Decision-Making

m Dr. Abhishek Srivastava

peration Sindoor, India's assertive
response to the Pahalgam
massacre, involved coordinated
strikes deep inside Pakistan,
targeting  terrorist infrastructure.  Unlike
previous actions, it aimed to inflict material
costs, degrading terrorist capabilities and
challenging  Pakistan's  military-terrorist
nexus. This operation signifies a shift in India's
strategic thinking towards routine, calibrated
retaliation, signalling a new normal where
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military responses against terrorism are
prioritised.

On 22nd April, the terrorist attack in
Pahalgam that resulted in the death of 26
innocent lives led to intense debate on the
involvement of Pakistan as a state sponsor
of terrorism and the action that India as
a country needed to take. Having carried
out surgical strikes in the past by special
forces in 2016, post the Uri terror attack
and by the Indian Air Force in 2019, post
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the Pulwama terror attack; the expectation
from the domestic constituency had only
increased. While diplomatic steps taken
by the government included holding the
Indus Water Treaty in abeyance, expulsion
of military advisors, closing of the border
and revoking visas of Pakistan nationals
immediately; these would take fime fo
fructify and take effect.

Operation Sindoor, launched on May
7, 2025, in response to the Pahalgam
terror attack, represents a transformative
moment in India’s national security strategy.
Combining military precision, diplomatic
coordination, and strategic messaging, the
operation redefined India’s approach to
counterterrorism, escalation control, and
deterrence. It was a significant demonstration
of India’s military and strategic power,
executed through a combination of military
and non-military means. This multi-dimensional
operation effectively neutralised terrorist
threats, deterred Pakistani aggression, and
firmly enforced India’s zero-tolerance policy
towards terrorism.

In a deliberate and carefully planned
attack that was focused, measured and non-
escalatory, the Indian Armed Forces struck
nine terrorist training camps, indoctrination
centres and staging areas inside Pakistan
and Pakistan Occupied Jammu & Kashmir.
These were targeted based on credible
intelligence; ensuring no loss to civilian lives
and property and no military targets were
struck. Pakistan indeed was taken by surprise
and has since then reacted with drone and
missile attacks, targeting Indian cities, some
religious places and small villages.

From Uri to Balakot to Sindoor

Over the past decade, India has
progressively transformed its response to
Pakistan’s sponsored terrorism. Its actions
have grown in scale, using new technologies,
triggering larger cycles of violence, and
seeking more expansive effects.

6 | edlu wmeifia | &, 2025

For years, despite grave provocations
such as the 2001 attack on the Indian
parliament, the 26/11 attack in Mumbai,
and even multiple smaller attacks during the
UPA’s government, India’s response was inept
and unsatisfactory. That pattern of inaction
began to change in 2016, when in response
to an attack at Uri, Indian special forces
attacked the terrorist camps across the Line
of Control. At the next crisis, India’s response
was notably more aggressive. In 2019, in
response to an attack at Pulwama, India
launched an air strike targeting a terrorist
training site at Balakot. The Balakot air strike
sought to deter Pakistan by crossing multiple
new thresholds. India used airpower against
Pakistan for the first time since 1971, reached
info Pakistani territory beyond Kashmir,
and deliberately sent a strong message to
Pakistan’s establishment that India will not
tolerate any terror activities. That strike,
despite its dubious tactical effects, validated
for Indian decision-makers the notion that
they could use military force to punish
Pakistan without triggering a war or nuclear
retaliation.

Operation Sindoor took that evolution
further. India struck a larger set of initial
targets, with more force, and more range
of weapons, including cruise missiles and
loitering munitions. Whereas in Balakot, the
use of air power was a radical departure;
in Operation Sindoor, air and ground-
launched stand-off weapons had become
India’s primary tool. India already boasted
such capabilities, for example, with its
indigenously-produced  BrahMos  cruise
missiles, and Israeli-made Spice bomb kits
and Harop loitering munitions. But it made a
concerted effort to grow these capabilities
since Balakot, most prominently with the
procurement of French-made Rafale fighters
carrying Scalp air-launched cruise missiles. Its
layered, integrated air defences, included
the Sudarshan Chakra: S-400 surface-to-air
missiles that it imported from Russia.
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Defence
Operation Sindoor showcased India’s
evolving  military  capabilities  through

Integrated Multi-Domain Operations; The
Indian Army, Navy and Air Force operated
under  the Integrated  Command  and
Control Strategy (ICCS), enabling real-time
coordination across land, air, and maritime
domains.

The Air Force deployed the Akash missile
system and legacy platforms to neutralise
Pakistani drone attacks, the Navy’s Carrier
Battle Group (CBG) enforced maritime
dominance, while the Army countered
cross-border drone strikes with layered air
defence systems. The operation highlighted
India’s reliance on homegrown technology,
such as the Akashteer system for air defence
coordination. These efforts neutralised
Pakistan’s retaliatory drone strikes and
reinforced India’s capacity to defend its
territory across domains.

India has achieved these defence
capabilities with a new defence modernisation
strategy. India’s defence production has
grown at an extraordinary pace since the
launch of the "Make in India" initiative. Once
dependent on foreign suppliers, the country
now stands as a rising force in indigenous
manufacturing, shaping its military strength
through  homegrown capabilities.  This
shift reflects a strong commitment to self-
reliance, ensuring that India not only meets
its security needs but also builds a robust
defence industry that contributes to economic
growth. This commitment to self-reliance
and modernisation is reflected in the recent
approval by the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) for the procurement of the
Advanced Towed Artillery Gun System
(ATAGS), a significant step in enhancing the
Army’s firepower. With modern warships,
fighter jets, artillery systems, and cutting-
edge weaponry being built within the country,
India is now a leader in the global defence
landscape.
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Diplomacy

Operation Sindoor had a significantimpact
on India's diplomatic relations by reshaping
its foreign policy posture and consolidating
international support against cross-border
terrorism. The operation prompted India to
recalibrate its foreign policy amid a changing
security environment. India’s clear political
messaging and calibrated military response
earned recognition worldwide as a model
of punitive deterrence that avoids full-scale
war, which has implications for other nuclear-
armed states. This enhanced India’s diplomatic
stature as a nation capable of measured yet
decisive action against terrorism. Following
Operation Sindoor, India undertook extensive
diplomatic efforts, including dispatching
seven all-party parliamentary delegations to
25 countries, including permanent members
of the UN Security Council, to explain its
position and garner support against Pakistan-
backed terrorism.

The United Nations Office of Counter-
Terrorism (UNOCT), the Counter-Terrorism
Committee Executive Directorate (CTED),
the monitoring team of the 1267 Sanctions
Committee, and other partner countries in
the UN were constituted in 1999 to monitor
terrorist outfits. An Indian technical team
in the United Nations is trying to get ‘The
Resistance Front TRF’, the outfit suspected to
be behind the Pahalgam attack, listed as a
terrorist group.

So, Operation Sindoor strengthened
India’s diplomatic leverage by demonstrating
strategic clarity, mobilising international
support against terrorism, and enhancing its
global image as a responsible security actor,
while also navigating complex regional and
global diplomatic dynamics. The operation’s
success was amplified through global
diplomatic channels, isolating Pakistan and
deterring future provocations.
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Decision Making

The operation reflected a paradigm
shift in India’s decision-making architecture.
The operation reflects a strong political
commitment to counter-terrorism, emphasizing
that national security takes precedence
over global diplomatic concerns. As PM
Modi stated, “Terror and talks can’t go
together”. Decisions were swift, with Prime
Minister Modi articulating a “new normal”
in warfare-proactive, technology-driven and
proportionate.

The approach afterthe Pahalgammassacre
leadership ensured a balanced operational
secrecy with political transparency, ensuring
domestic and international legitimacy.
By ftreating cross-border terrorism as
an act of war, India set a precedent for
direct retaliation against state-backed
proxies. The Integrated Air Command and
Control System (IACCS) enabled seamless
intelligence-sharing  between  agencies;
precision strikes targeted nine terror camps
in Pakistan and PolJK, avoiding military
installations to prevent escalation. Military
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and political leaders conducted
comprehensive evaluations of potential risks
and benefits while considering both domestic
and international repercussions.

Conclusion

India's Operation Sindoor is a pivotal
moment in its defence policy, illustrating a
comprehensive approach that incorporates
defence, decision-making, and diplomatic
strategies. As India navigates its security
challenges, the lessons learned from this
operation will likely shape future military
and diplomatic endeavours, reinforcing the
notion that while sovereignty is paramount,
effective responses to external threats
must balance military might with strategic
diplomacy. Operation Sindoor not only
addresses immediate security concerns but
also serves as a template for India’s changing
military engagements. As the geopolitical
landscape evolves, the intricacies of such
operations will continue to play a vital role
in shaping national and international security
frameworks. ]
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Upholding the Honor of Our Nation

A CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL
PERSPECTIVE

m Dr. Pradeep Kumar

very citizen of India has a moral and
legal obligation to respect the nation,
its Constitution, and its national symbols,
including the National Flag and the
National Anthem. This duty is enshrined in
Article 51A(a) of the Indian Constitution,
which mandates every Indian to uphold
the dignity of national
symbols. Alongside
constitutional mandates,
various legal provisions
ensure that the reverence
for  these national
emblems is preserved.
This article explores the
significance of respecting
our nation and its symbols
while highlighting the
legal framework that
reinforces this duty.

Respect for the

Nation and Its Ideals

Respect for the nation
goes beyond mere words;
it involves commitment to
upholding  constitutional
values, maintaining unity,
and promoting national
integrity. Article-14 guarantees

equality
before the law, emphasizing the need for
citizens to abide by constitutional principles.
Further, Article-368 affirms the supremacy of
the Constitution, which every citizen is duty-

20 | o woeifid | a7, 2025

bound to respect. Any attempt to disrespect
or defy constitutional provisions can have
legal consequences under various laws.

Honoring the National Flag : A
Symbol of Pride and Sovereignty

The National Flag represents India's
sovereignty and unity.
To maintain its honor,

The Prevention of Insults
to National Honour Act-
1971, penalizes any act
of disrespect towards the
Flag. Additionally, The
Flag Code of India-2002,
lays down the correct
manner of displaying
and handling the Flag.
Legal provisions such as
Section-124A of the IPC
(Sedition) also criminalize
acts that show contempt
toward national symbols,
reinforcing the need for
reverence.

The Supreme Court, in
Union of India v. Naveen
Jindal (2004), recognized
the right of citizens to
hoist the National Flag under Article 19(1)
(a) (Freedom of Speech), provided it is done
with due respect. This judgment reflects the
balance between individual rights and the
collective duty of honoring national symbols.
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Responsibilities While Handling the

National Flag

To ensure the dignity of the National
Flag, the following guidelines from The Flag
Code of India, 2002 must be followed:
The Flag should always be displayed in a
position of honor and should not touch the
ground or be used as drapery, clothing, or
decoration. The Flag should not be placed
upside down or defaced in any manner.
When hoisted, it should be given the highest
position and flown freely. Damaged or
soiled Flags should not be displayed and
must be disposed of in a respectful manner
by burning or burying. The National Flag
should always be hoisted briskly and
lowered ceremoniously.

Respecting the National Anthem

A Mark of Patriotism The National Anthem
embodies India's cultural and historical ethos.
Any act of disrespect towards it is an offense
under Section 3 of The Prevention of Insults
to National Honour Act-1971. The Supreme
Court has also addressed issues regarding
the National Anthem in Bijoe Emmanuel v.
State of Kerala (1986), ruling that while
citizens should respect the Anthem, compelling
them to sing it against their religious beliefs
violates Article-25 (Freedom of Religion).

In another landmark case, Shyam Narayan
Chouksey v. Union of India (2018), the
Supreme Court held that playing the National
Anthem in cinema halls is not mandatory
but should be respected whenever played.
This decision emphasizes that respect for
national symbols should be a voluntary act
of patriotism rather than forced compliance.
Legal Consequences of Disrespecting National
Symbols To maintain the sanctity of the nation
and its symbols, several statutory provisions
penalize acts of disrespect: The Emblems
and Names (Prevention of Improper Use)
Act- 1950 prohibits the misuse of national
emblems. The Representation of the People
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In many parts of the world,
respect for national symbols
such as the flag and the national
anthem is mandated by stringent
laws that impose severe
penalties for any perceived act
of disrespect, a stark contrast to
the more liberal framework in

India.

Act-1951 disqualifies individuals involved in
offenses against the Constitution. The Indian
Penal Code-1860, under Sections-153A and
153B, punishes those who promote enmity
against constitutional values. The Information
Technology (IT) Act-2000, extends protection
to digital platforms, ensuring national symbols
are not disrespected online. Respecting our
nation, National Flag and National Anthem is
not just a fundamental duty, but a reflection
of our commitment to India's democratic
and sovereign values. The legal provisions
and judicial pronouncements ensure that
these symbols are accorded the dignity
they deserve. As responsible citizens, it is
imperative to uphold these values, fostering
unity, integrity, and patriotism in every sphere
of life.

In many parts of the world, respect for
national symbols such as the flag and the
national anthem is mandated by stringent
laws that impose severe penalties for any
perceived act of disrespect, a stark contrast
to the more liberal framework in India. In
countries like Russia, the legal system is
uncompromising when it comes to protecting
national emblems; any act of desecration or
disrespect toward the flag is not only socially
condemned, but also punishable by strict
legal measures including fines, imprisonment,
or even forced labor under specific articles
of the Russian Criminal Code. In Russia, the
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In Russia, the law requires
citizens to stand for the national
anthem without exception,

and failure to do so is seen as a
direct affront to state authority,
leaving little room for individual
interpretation or dissent.

law requires citizens to stand for the national
anthem without exception, and failure to do
so is seen as a direct affront to state authority,
leaving little room for individual interpretation
or dissent. Similarly, certain European nations
such as France and Germany have adopted
a model where the desecration of national
symbols is met with harsh sanctions-French
law, for example, imposes hefty fines and
potential jail time for actions considered
disrespectful to the national flag, while
Germany’s legal provisions strictly prohibit
the misuse of national emblems, ensuring that
any deviation from the established protocols
is swiftly and rigorously penalized.

These countries view their national
symbols as inviolable markers of unity and
sovereignty, protected by laws that reflect
a collective consensus on national identity,
often at the expense of personal liberties.
In stark contrast, India’s approach to
respecting national symbols is underpinned
by a constitutional commitment that balances
reverence for national ideals with individual
freedoms. Enshrined in Article-51A(a) of the
Indian Constitution, the duty to honor the
nation, its flag, and its anthem is supported
by legal frameworks such as The Prevention
of Insults to National Honour Act-1971, and
guidelines articulated in the Flag Code of
India-2002. However, Indian law emphasizes
voluntary respect and personal commitment to
national values rather than rigid enforcement.
Judicial pronouncements have underscored
that while citizens are expected to respect
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these symbols, such respect should not come at
the cost of fundamental rights, as evidenced
by landmark rulings that protect religious
freedoms and freedom of expression.
Consequently, although India maintains
legal provisions to deter overt disrespect
through penalties and fines, the overall
legal and social environment encourages
patriotism as a matter of personal choice
rather than compulsory adherence. This
nuanced and democratic approach ensures
that while the sanctity of national symbols is
preserved, individual rights are not unduly
compromised-a balance that sets India
apart from the strict regulatory models seen
in Russia and parts of Europe, where legal
conformity is enforced with little tolerance for
dissent. ]
(Author is Associate professor, School of Law Governance

and public policy, Chanakya University, Bengaluru)
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he 34th edition of DIPEX-2025, a

prestigious state-level exhibition-cum-

competition showcasing working models

by students from Diploma, Degree,
Post-Graduate Engineering, Agriculture, and
ITI programs across Maharashtra and Goaq,
was successfully held from 3rd to 6th April
2025 at the CoEP Ground, Pune. Organised
jointly by Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP) and SRIJAN Trust, the event witnessed
enthusiastic ~ participation and  vibrant
innovation. CoEP Technological University,
Ministry of Skill Development of Maharashtra,
Savitribai Phule Pune University, along with
institutions such as Maharashtra Natural Gas
Limited (MNGL), Export Credit Guarantee
Corporation of India Limited, TATA BlueScope
Steel India Limited, AICTE, DTE Maharashtra,
MSBTE, and the Maharashira State
Innovation Society were the co-organisers
and supporters of the event.

DIPEX-2025 revolved around critical
technological themes such as Agricultural
Technology, = Computational Intelligence,
Defence and Cyber Security, Energy, Industrial
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DIPEX-2025
Showcases Innovation and Youth
Talent Across Maharashtra and Goa

Automation, Medical and Healthcare
Technology, Mobility, Sustainable  Civil
Infrastructures, Safety, Waste Management,
and Open Innovation.

For the first time in its history, DIPEX
introduced Idea  Presentation  Rounds
across 11 regional centres throughout
Maharashtra and Goa to expand outreach
and participation. These rounds were held in
Solapur, Ahilyanagar, Pune, Kolhapur, Karad,
Nagpur, Chhatrapati  Sambhaji  Nagar,
Nanded, Jalgaon, Mumbai, and Ratnagiri,
drawing nearly 1,300 teams and over 5,500
students from more than 400 institutions. The
rigorous evaluation, conducted by more than
350 experts, led to the final selection of 324
projects, including 301 from engineering
colleges (150 diploma and 175 degree
projects) and 83 from ITls across 28 districts,
totalling around 1,412 participants.

DIPEX-2025 began on 3rd April with a
flag hoisting ceremony led by Dr. Shantinath
Bagewadi and Atharva Kulkarni of ABVP,
followed by the inauguration of the Late Ratan
Tata Pradarshani by dignitaries including
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Dr. Sanjiv Sonawane, Dr. Sharad Goswami
and Aditya Muske. The grand inaugural
ceremony in the evening was graced by
eminent personalities such as Dr. G. Satheesh
Reddy, Minister Chandrakant Dada Patil,
Ashish Chouhan, Dr. Sunil Bhirud and others
who inspired the gathering with their insights
and encouragement. On 4th April, the event
featured a seminar on “Opportunities in the
Defence Sector” by Kashinath Deodhar and
a panel discussion on “The Future of Impact-
Driven Startups” moderated by Kanak
Kawadiwale with contributions from Sheetal
Arjunwadkar, Pradeep Peshkar and Girish
Degaonkar.

An inferactive session with Padmashree
Milind Kamble recounted his journey from
DIPEX to DICCI, offering an inspiring narrative
for young entrepreneurs. The third day, 5th
April, hosted a panel on “Al Powered Future
of Bharat” featuring experts like Ramanand
Nand, Rishi Bal, Dr. Amit Dutta and Kailash
Katkar, moderated by Dr. Sarita Balshetwar.
Concurrently, ITI students attended a
motivational Marathi seminar, “H

," by Prof. Vijay Navale. The day also
included a session titled “Vision 2047 and
Youth of Bharat” delivered by Sudhir Mutalik
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and chaired by Sanjay
Inamdar, reinforcing the
importance of youth
leadership in national
development.

The evening featured
the landmark program
“Vision Maharashtra
2047,” with an inspiring
address by  Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis alongside
other  ministers  and
key stakeholders,
underlining the state’s
future roadmap through
youth  empowerment,
innovation, and
sustainability. On the concluding day, 6th
April, a seminar on “Academic Research
for Societal and Industrial Impact” brought
together academic and industry leaders such
as Dr. Rahul Walavalkar, Dr. Avinash Kulkarni,
Dr. Sunil Bhirud, and Santosh Gurav, chaired
by Vikas Patil, offering valuable guidance to
mentors and faculty on translating academic
work into real-world solutions.

This was followed by the project evaluation
by over 110 subject matter experts. The
evening culminated with a grand valedictory
and prize distribution ceremony attended
by eminent dignitaries including Prof. T.
G. Sitharam (AICTE), Dr. Virendra Singh
Solanki (ABVP), Ram Bhogale (SRIJAN Trust),
Dr. Suresh Gosavi (SPPU), and others who
honoured the innovators and highlighted the
importance of such platforms in nurturing
technical talent. The presence of leaders like
Uday Samant, Pankaj Bhoyar, and Prakash
Javadekar added further prestige to the
ceremony. DIPEX-2025 concluded with a
strong commitment to promoting innovation
and empowering the next generation
of technocrats and entrepreneurs for a
developed and self-reliant Bharat. [

(Rashtriya Chhatrashakti Team)
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