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Strengthening Bharat
Inspiring Generations

m PAWAN SHARMA

ashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),

the largest voluntary social and cultural

organisation in the world, enters its

centenary year in 2025. This is not
merely the completion of a hundred years
on the calendar, but a century of relentless
commitment, sacrifice and sewa (selfless
service) towards the motherland. It is a
moment of profound national significance,
a landmark that transcends organisational
achievement.

When Dr. Keshav Baliram Hedgewar
laid the foundation of the RSS in Nagpur on
Vijayadashami in 1925, he envisioned an
organisation that would silently and selflessly
dedicate itself to the regeneration of Indian
society. His belief was simple yet powerful:
a strong, disciplined and morally upright
society would be the foundation of a strong
nation. What started as a small initiative with
a handful of swayamsevaks (volunteers) has
now become a global movement of millions,
deeply influencing India’s social, cultural and
political life.

As RSS completes 100 years, it stands
as a beacon of resilience and inspiration.
It has faced bans, criticism, suppression and
countless challenges, yet emerged stronger
with every test. Its growth from modest
shakhas in local mohallas to a worldwide
presence is testimony to its clarity of vision
and steadfastness of mission. The centenary
celebrations are therefore not just about
looking back, but also about reaffirming the
timeless values of discipline, unity, cultural
pride and above all, sewa.
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FOUNDATIONAL VISION : HEDGEWAR'’S
DREAM

The early 20th century was a time of turbulence
for India. The freedom struggle was gaining
momentum, but disunity, caste divisions and
lack of social cohesion weakened society
from within. Dr. Hedgewar, a nationalist
deeply influenced by nationalistic thought’s,
realized that India’s challenges were not
merely political but civilizational.

He believed that political independence
would be incomplete  without social
regeneration. The RSS was therefore
conceived not as a political party but as
a cultural and social movement dedicated
to character-building. The organisation
emphasized  discipline, physical  fitness
and moral integrity through daily shakhas
(regular gatherings), where swayamsevaks
participated in physical drills, discussions and
patriotic songs.

The core philosophy was “Sangathan”
(organization). Dr. Hedgewar believed that a
united society-where individuals rose above
caste, creed and selfish interests-would be
India’s greatest strength. His mission was to
instill in ordinary citizens a sense of pride in
their cultural heritage, duty towards society
and readiness to serve the nation selflessly.

This foundational vision became the guiding
light for generations of swayamsevaks. Over
the decades, the RSS nurtured countless
leaders, activists and social workers who
carried this torch into diverse spheres of
Indian life-education, politics, social reform,
disaster relief and beyond.
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RSS THROUGH THE DECADES : A JOURNEY
OF RESILIENCE

PRE-INDEPENDENCE (1925-1947)
BUILDING THE BASE
In its early years, the RSS focused on
organizing disciplined shakhas across towns
and villages. Dr. Hedgewar’s belief was not in
loud slogans but in silent, consistent work. By
the 1940s, RSS had spread to many parts of
India, attracting young men who were drawn
to its sense of discipline and patriotism.
During the freedom struggle, RSS
swayamsevaks  participated  in  local
resistance, relief during natural calamities,
and mobilization of people. Though not
directly aligned with any political party,
the organisation was deeply nationalist and
worked to instill pride in India’s heritage,
which colonial rulers had sought to undermine.

POST-INDEPENDENCE (1947-1960)
TRIALS AND PERSEVERANCE

The partition of India in 1947 tested the
RSS like never before. Amidst the horror of
communal violence, swayamsevaks were at
the forefront of relief operations, rescuing
thousands of families and helping rehabilitate
refugees. However, in the aftermath of
Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination in 1948,
the RSS was banned, despite no evidence
linking it fo the crime.

This period was one of great trial. Yet,
instead of breaking, the organization
grew stronger. The second Sarsanghchalak,
Guruji  Golwalkar, emphasized internal
consolidation, discipline and expansion of
shakhas. He envisioned the Sangh as a moral
and cultural force that would endure beyond
immediate politics.

EXPANSION AND INFLUENCE (1960-1980)
By the 1960s, RSS had expanded its activities
significantly. Affiliates such as Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS), Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), Vanvasi Kalyan
Ashram and Seva Bharati extended its
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outreach into labor rights, student movements,
tribal welfare and social service.

During the 1975-77 Emergency, RSS
played a key role in resisting authoritarian
rule, with thousands of swayamsevaks
jailed for their commitment to democracy.
The organisation’s silent strength inspired
citizens across the country and cemented its
reputation as a force for national integrity.

A GLOBAL MOVEMENT (1990-PRESENT)
With the Ram Janmabhoomi movement in
the 1980s and 1990s, the RSS emerged
at the center of India’s cultural awakening.
The movement was not just about a
temple but about reclaiming national
pride. Simultaneously, the organization’s
international wings spread rapidly, with
swayamsevaks establishing shakhas across
the world.

In the 21st century, the RSS has adapted
to modern challenges while retaining its
core principles. Its influence on education,
rural development, disaster relief and
environmental consciousness has grown. lts
emphasis on Aatmanirbharta (self-reliance)
resonates with the national vision of a strong,
self-confident India.

RSS AS A SOCIAL FORCE : SERVICE
BEYOND BOUNDARIES

One of the most remarkable aspects of
the RSS is its sewa-oriented mindset. The
organisation has always believed in working
silently during times of crisis. Whether it was
the Bengal famine, earthquakes in Latur and
Bhuj, floods in Assam, the Kedarnath disaster,
or the COVID-19 pandemic, swayamsevaks
have always been first responders.

The Seva Bharati network of health centers
and rural development programs is one of the
largest voluntary service initiatives in India.
In tribal and remote areas, swayamsevaks
have worked tirelessly to promote education,
healthcare, and skill development, often
under extremely challenging conditions.

The RSS approach is unique-it does not
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believe in charity, but in empowerment. By
focusing on self-reliance, dignity and social
harmony, its work uplifts communities rather
than creating dependency.

RSS AND NATION-BUILDING : THE
IDEOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTION

The RSS has always maintained that nation-
building begins with man-making. Its
emphasis on individual character, discipline
and integrity has shaped countless citizens
who contribute to society in diverse ways.

In a democratic setup, the RSS has played
the role of a silent moral guide. It has never
sought power for itself, yet inspired many
who went on to serve India in public life. The
ideological clarity of the RSS is rooted in
the idea of “Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat”-a
united, culturally strong and self-confident
nation.

The Sangh has also been instrumental in
social harmony initiatives. Through programs
for samaijik samrasta and rural development,
it has consistently worked against divisive
forces. Its vision of Hindutva is not exclusionary
but civilizational, rooted in the idea of cultural
unity and respect for diversity.

GLOBAL DIMENSIONS OF RSS

The RSS is not confined to India’s borders.
Over the decades, it has inspired the
creation of organizations like HSS (Hindu
Swayamsevak Sangh) abroad, which work
with Indian diaspora communities. From the
United States to the UK, from Australia to
Kenya, these groups nurture Indian values,
traditions and cultural pride among overseas
Indians.

In an age of globalization, the RSS has
played a vital role in connecting the diaspora
to their roots, ensuring that cultural pride
and national identity remain strong, even
thousands of miles away.

RSS @100 : A NATIONAL FESTIVAL
The centenary year of the RSS is not just a
celebration for swayamsevaks but a national
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festival for all Indians. It symbolizes a hundred
years of perseverance against odds, silent
service and deep commitment to the nation.

Programs across India are highlighting the
Sangh’s contribution to society, with special
focus on youth and women participation.
From cultural festivals to social service drives,
the centenary is being marked with activities
that reaffirm the Sangh’s mission for the next
century.

VISION FOR THE FUTURE (TOWARDS

2047)

As India approaches its centenary of

independence in 2047, the role of the RSS

becomes even more crucial. The challenges

of modern times-climate change, rapid

urbanization, social fragmentation, global

competition-require strong societal values

and unity.
The RSS vision for the future is clear :

* Youth empowerment through character-
building and values.

* Social harmony by breaking caste barriers
and ensuring inclusivity.

* Self-reliant Bharat, aligned with the vision
of Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

* Cultural pride rooted in Sanatan values
yet adaptable to modern realities.

* Global leadership as Bharat becomes a
Vishwaguru.

CONCLUSION (A CENTURY OFINSPIRATION)
The journey of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh is the journey of a nation reclaiming
its self-confidence. From its humble beginnings
in 1925 to becoming the largest volunteer
organisation in the world, the RSS has lived by
its motto of commitment, sacrifice and sewa.
This centenary is not just an institutional
milestone-it, reminds us of the timeless
principles that bind us as a society: unity,
discipline, service and cultural pride. As we
step info the next century, the RSS remains
a guiding light, inspiring millions to dedicate
themselves to the service of Bharat Mata. m
(Author is former State organising secretary of ABVP-J&K)
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UNIFORM CIVIL CODE

ACONSTITUTIONAL IDEAL OR A CONTESTED GOAL

m DR. PRADEEP KUMAR

he Uniform Civil Code (UCC) is a
proposed law in India that aims to
replace religion-based personal
laws with a common set of civil laws
applicable to all citizens. It seeks to regulate
personal matters such
as marriage, divorce,

inheritance, and
adoption, ensuring
uniformity and equality
across different

communities, regardless
of religion or gender.
The concept of “one
country, one  rule”
resonates with the idea
of UCC, emphasizing a
single legal framework
for all. The term
‘Uniform Civil Code’ is
explicitly mentioned in
Article-44 of the Indian
Constitution, which
states: “The State shall
endeavour to secure for
the citizens a uniform
civil code throughout
the territory of India.”

WHY DOES INDIA
NEED A UNIFORM CIVIL CODE?

GENDER EQUALITY & WOMEN’S RIGHTS
One of the strongest arguments for
implementing UCC is to eliminate gender-
based discrimination in personal laws.
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Historically, religious laws have been
unequal, particularly for women. For
instance, before the Supreme Court’s
intervention, Muslim men could instantly
divorce their wives using the practice of triple
talaq, leaving women
with no financial security.
Similarly, until 2005,
Hindu women did not
have equal inheritance
rights over ancestral
property. By enforcing
a UCC, «all women-
regardless of religious
background-would
receive equal rights
in  marriage, divorce,
maintenance and
inheritance.

N ATIONA AL
INTEGRATION
Currently,

religious communities
in India follow their
respective personal laws:
Hindus adhere to Hindu
personal laws, Muslims
follow Sharia-based
laows and  Christians
abide by Christian marriage and divorce
laws. This creates legal disparities and
reinforces divisions among communities.
A UCC would unify these different legal
systems, ensuring equal treatment for all
citizens under a common legal framework.

different

OCTOBER, 2025 | RASHTRIYA CHHATRASHAKTI



MAJOR HISTORICAL PROTESTS IN INDIA
REGARDING UCC

HINDU CODE BILL CONTROVERSY (1948-
1956)

After India’s independence, the Hindu Code
Bill was introduced by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
and Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru to
reform Hindu personal laws regarding
marriage, inheritance and divorce for
gender equality. However, conservative
Hindu groups fiercely opposed the bill,
viewing it as an attack on religious
traditions. The backlash led to Ambedkar’s
resignationin 1951. Eventually, in 1956, the
bill was passed as separate laws, bringing
progressive reforms for Hindu women.
However, these reforms applied only to
Hindus, leaving other religious communities
untouched, fueling the debate on the need
for a Uniform Civil Code.

DR. B. R. AMBEDKAR AND
OTHER FRAMERS OF THE
INDIAN CONSTITUTION
ENVISIONED THE UCC

AS A MEANS TO ENSURE
EQUALITY FOR ALL
CITIZENS, REGARDLESS OF

RELIGION.

SHAH BANO CASE & BACKLASH (1985-1986)
The landmark Shah Bano case brought the
UCC debate fo national attention. Shah
Bano, a 62-year-old Muslim woman, was
divorced through ftriple talaq and denied
alimony. She filed a case and the Supreme
Court ruled in her favor under Section
125 of the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC), which grants maintenance rights
to all women. However, the verdict faced
massive protests from Muslim religious
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leaders, who saw it as an infringement on
Sharia law. The Rajiv Gandhi government,
under pressure, passed the Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act-1986,
which effectively nullified the Supreme
Court ruling, curbing Muslim women'’s rights
to maintenance. This incident reignited
debates on UCC and gender justice.

TRIPLE TALAQ MOVEMENT (2017-2019)
Muslim  women’s rights activists fought
against the practice of instant triple talaq,
which allowed a Muslim man to divorce his
wife simply by saying “talaq” three times.
The ShayaraBano case led to a Supreme
Court ruling in 2017 that declared triple
talag unconstitutional. Subsequently, the
government enacted the Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on Marriage) Act-
2019, criminalizing triple talag. Despite
opposition from conservative elements,
this movement strengthened discussions
on gender justice and the necessity of a
Uniform Civil Code.

THE CONSTITUTIONAL ROOTS OF THE
UCC PROPOSAL

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar and other framers of the
Indian Constitution envisioned the UCC as
a means to ensure equality for all citizens,
regardless of religion. This vision is reflected
in Article-44 of the Directive Principles
of State Policy. However, resistance from
religious groups and concerns about
cultural diversity made UCC an aspirational
goal rather than a mandatory provision.
Over the years, the debate over UCC has
resurfaced, with proponents advocating for
gender equality and legal uniformity, while
opponents argue that it could undermine
religious freedom.

POTENTIAL IMPACT OF IMPLEMENTING

A UNIFORM CIVIL CODE

* Hindu Laws : The UCC would provide
equal rights for women in marriage,
inheritance and adoption under the Hindu
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Marriage Act, Hindu Succession Act and
Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act.

* Muslim Laws Sharia-based laws
would be replaced, abolishing practices
like triple talaq and polygamy while
ensuring equal rights for women in
divorce, maintenance and inheritance.

* Christian & Parsi Laws : Marriage,
divorce and inheritance laws would
become uniform across communities,
ensuring gender equality.

* Special Marriage Act : A secular
marriage  framework  would  be
established for all citizens, promoting
legal uniformity.

* Inheritance & Family Laws The
UCC would standardize adoption and
guardianship laws, ensuring gender
parity in inheritance rights.

THE SUCCESSFUL
IMPLEMENTATION OF UCC
IN GOA AND UTTARAKHAND
PROVIDES VALUABLE
INSIGHTS. GOA, HAVING
INHERITED ITS UCC FROM
PORTUGUESE RULE, HAS
WITNESSED FEWER LEGAL
DISPARITIES BASED ON
RELIGION.

WHY HAS INDIA NOT IMPLEMENTED
UCC YET?

Despite being a secular country, India
has not yet implemented the UCC due to
political, religious and cultural concerns.
Some argue that personal laws preserve
India’s rich cultural diversity and should
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not be replaced. However, this argument
often overshadows the need for gender
equality, particularly for women who face
discrimination under religious personal
laws. Critics believe that UCC is essential
for achieving true secularism by ensuring
that all citizens are treated equally
under the law, irrespective of religion.
However, fears of infringing on religious
freedoms continue to create hesitation in
implementing UCC.

HOW UCC CAN CONTRIBUTE TO A
BETTER INDIA

The implementation of a Uniform Civil
Code would be a transformative step
toward ensuring equality and justice for all
citizens. A common set of laws for marriage,
divorce, inheritance and  adoption
would eliminate legal disparities among
communities, fostering national unity. UCC
would particularly empower women by
abolishing discriminatory religious laws.

The successful implementation of UCC in
Goa and Uttarakhand provides valuable
insights. Goa, having inherited its UCC from
Portuguese rule, has witnessed fewer legal
disparities based on religion. Similarly,
Uttarakhand has begun implementing
aspects of UCC in personal laws related to
marriage and inheritance, ensuring greater
protection for women and marginalized
groups. These examples demonstrate
that legal uniformity strengthens societal
cohesion.

If implemented nationwide, the UCC
would eliminate religious-based legal
discrimination and create a more inclusive
and just society, fulfilling the constitutional
promise of equality. The time has come for
India to overcome political and religious
barriers and ensure that every citizen
enjoys equal rights, irrespective of their
religious identity. [
(Author is Associate professor, School of Law Governance

and public policy, Chanakya University, Bengaluru)
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