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| GEETDHARA |

EXPLORING THE MOVEMENT
THROUGH ABVP SONGS

m Dr. Ravi Rameshchandra Shukla

s Alice Osborn aptly puts it, “Poetry

is important because it helps us

understand and appreciate the

world around us. Poetry’s strength
lies in its ability to shed a ‘sideways’ light on
the world, so the truth sneaks up on you-no
question about it. Poetry teaches us how to
live. Poetry is like the Windex on a grubby
car window-it bears open the vulnerabilities
of human beings so we can all relate to each
other better.”

Poetic narrative is theoretically a
feature common to all activities involving
the representation of events, ideas and
phenomena in a temporal context. However, it
is almost invariably encountered in the context
of storytelling narratives of the world. Roland
Barthes has characterised them as they may
‘indeed be numberless’, but in Barthe’s own
list of narrative genres- which includes ‘myths,
legends, fable, tale, novella epic, history,
tragedy, drama, comedy, mime, painting,
stained glass window, cinema, comics, news
items (and) conversation- music is conspicuous
by its absence.

Current work focuses on the relevance and
impact of songs sung by the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), which fall within
the genres of ‘history’ and ‘tale’ in literature.
The songs of ABVP are different from popular
entertainment songs like those of the Beatles’
(1963) track ‘I want to hold your hand’ or
Frankie Goes to Hollywood’s 1983 ‘Relax’.
The unique genre makes it a valuable addition
to the literary world. The Beatle’s songs convey
a meaningful disenchantment with life and
incorporate systematic narrative elements.
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Similarly, ABVP songs contain powerful
narrative elements, including the promotion of
education for all, the empowerment of youth,
social reforms and nationalism. However, it
is not restricted to these themes and areas
only. A careful investigation of the extent
of ABVP literature (which is very limited) on
the subject suggests a basic conflict between
the fundamental intentions of the theory of
narratives and the apparent resistance of text
to narrative interpretations. As H. Peter Abbott
has written, ‘given the presence of narrative
in almost all human discourse, there is little
wonder that there are theorists who place it
nest to language itself as the distinctive human
trait’. Similarly, Jean-Frangois Lyotard called
narration ‘the quintessential form of customary
knowledge. Adding to it, Abbott asserts that
‘the narrative is the principal way in which
our species organises its understanding of
time..." In concrete terms, Abbott suggests five
basic levels at which narrative can operate in
popular song texts. The lyrics contain elements
of narrative discourse, but these are not
reflected or supported in the (neutral) songs.
The songs of ABVP evolve through deep
thought and lead the discourses on national,
social, youth, and educational transformation
and reconstruction issues. It makes ABVP an
originator of discourse amongst youth in India
and worldwide.

Many songs in the Geetdhara book suit this
category. Like various flowers representing a
range of issues and thoughts, they remain tied
together by a common thread of Bharatiyata,
forming a beautiful garland with an ineffable
fragrance. A complex narrative discourse is
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rendered through multiple media, including
lyrics, music, and the arts. All the songs of
Geetdhara are a product of creative lyrics
composed on music. The ‘saptsur or sargam’
of Bharatiya tradition, borrowed from the
Natyashastra of sage Bharat Muni is followed.
Art is an organically embedded part of the
song in the form of emotions, devotion and
inspiration for the youth.

The songs of ABVP are engrossed in Bharat's
traditional and cultural milieu as a society and
nation. At the same time, the genre of many
songs criticises the uneven economic development
characteristics of colonial situations. It also
represents the life of rural society and urban
youth attending colleges and universities. The
songs have the potential to offer a strong
intellectual  resistance  against  ideological,
cultural and hegemonic distortions perpetrated
by the ruling classes in India, from the British
period to the present day. The songs demonstrate
a historical context of the Bharatiya education
system rooted in the life of society. The songs
are part of the historical context of the ABVP’s
efforts to promote socio-cultural harmony, reform
the education system and cultivate responsible
and valuable youth citizens.

It also links with language, literature and
Dharma (not religion), which is embedded
in the Bharatiya society. The songs have
helped assert the Indian identity amongst the
students. The singing of the songs invigorates
Bharatiyachiti  (Indian  Consciousness) and
musical-literate culture. The meanings of the
songs derive specifically from a complex
history of socio-economic, political, and cultural
relations. The songs are purely apolitical by
nature and content. Academic writing on folk
music and songs in India tends to segregate
folk songs from political songs and, indeed,
from popular songs in general.

Poetic Genre of ABVP songs

Every poetic genre has its distinct features. A
poem could be identified as a sonnet, ballad,
elegy, ode, lyric, dramatic etc. There may be
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poems with a proper rhyme scheme or without
it. Like in ‘Background Casually’, Nissin Ezekiel
narrates a story in three parts without proper
rhyming (Ezekiel : 1976). The poems and songs
of ABVP are primarily located in the figures of
speech genre. The poems incorporate imagery,
similes, metaphors, personification, repetition
and alliteration as their subjects, which
effectively convey worship of Bharatmata
(Mother India), patriotism, a passion to
serve society and reform it, empowerment
of youth leadership and improvement in
education quality and administration. Due
to this reason, the language style of poems
and songs is diverse. The poems incorporate
figures of speech, rhythm, word length, line
count, imagery and sensory details, among
other elements. Some of the ABVP poems
share a similar style to that used by John
Keats. In the poem ‘Happy Insensibility’, Keats
discusses celebrating beauty in ugliness (Keats
: 1829). Like Keats distinguishes beauty and
its absence (insensibly because our senses
cannot celebrate ugliness), ABVP poems about
social reforms and nationalism draw a similar
distinction between good and bad societal
elements.

The tone of the poems is provocative,
motivational, ominous, festive, exuberant
and full of hope for a better India. It is an
expression of the commitment towards society
and the nation. It inculcates the values,
ideology and dedication of the students and
youth. Therefore, the meanings and analyses
of poems are deciphered in an evaluative
manner. The ‘text’ of the poem contains
a socio-cultural, political-economic  and
educational ‘context’ of Bharat and the world.
ABVP voiced its stand on many issues, such as
the China attack on India (1962), the national
emergency (1975) and the economic reforms
(1992), through its songs/poems. The main
speaker in the poems is the youth of the nation.
‘Ham Yuva hain, ham Karen mushkilon
ka samna, mushkilon ka samna, aisa koi
yuva nahin, jisake dil men ram na, ram
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na.' (We are youth having lord Rama in our
hearts, who shall face all the difficulties and
overcome them). The poems are given suitable
titles that describe the overall philosophy of
the poem. The literal meanings of the words
are deciphered by denotation. It helped in
defining the basic idea of the poem.

The rules of connotations have been
applied to invoke the ideas in each poem’s
words. This leads to a deeper understanding
of the poems’ meaning. It helps to explain the
exact message and universal fruth conveyed in
the poem. The poems/songs persuade through
an appeal to reason and evoke the reader’s or
listener’s emotions. There are mainly two types
of songs. The ekalgeet (solo song) is sung by
one person. Mostly, it is presented just before
the address or speech by a senior karykarta
or a notable guest’s speech. Other songs are
typically sung by one person on stage, with all
the members in the gathering joining in on the
chorus. Each song represents a unique literary
genre and fradition. It contains the rich Indian
poetic and music tradition of ‘Nav Rasa’ (Nine
Emotions) and Sargam (solfége). The Rasas
are written in the Natyasastra by the sage
Bharata. These are primarily eight in number,
known as the ashta-rasas (eight rasas).

The songs (geet) of ABVP are deeply
ingrained in its cause for youth development,
social reforms and nation-building. The songs
first appeared in 1963, following the war
with China (1962), during its annual national
session (Rashtriya Adhiveshan), cultivating
consciousness and positive energy among the
youth in post—independent India. The poetic
characterisation of commitments reflected
in contemporary historiography is a salient
peculiarity of the songs. As Starker puts it,
‘what it was like to come of age in an ‘out
of the way place’ during regimes against the
nation and the students, such as democracy.

However, in post-independent India, the
poems and literary methods were dominated
by the left or communist writers and thinkers.
They promoted and produced Marxist genres
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and tastes to support the political agendas
of communist parties in India. Although,
prima facie, the Marxist literature was said
to resonate, advocating a humanitarian
cause and progressive thinking, in reality,
it would harbour anti-national (as the very
idea of a nation is against the core values
of communism), anti-cultural (it is also seen
as an oppressive superstructure) and anti-
religious propaganda. However, socio-cultural
organisations confronted this intellectual (so-
called progressive) incursion by working
towards the unity of the Bharatiya society,
especially among Hindus. They also promoted
the poems that nurtured nationalism and the
cultural ethos of the land. i.e., the Arya Samaij,
Brahma Samaj, Ramakrishna Mission and
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) played
a significant role before India’s independence.
The literature of ABVP encompasses this
trajectory through its didactic songs.

The songs of ABVP are evolutionary
and organic by nature. They occasionally
respond to and address the challenges faced
by students and youth. During the national
emergency in India (1975-1977), when free
speech was gagged, the press was censored
and anfi-emergency poetry  creatively
amplified the voices of people. ABVP was at
the forefront of the fight for the restoration
of democracy. Though the songs cannot be
mistaken for great art, they were the most
effective way to oppose the emergency. The
songs of ABVP are not just anti-colonial, but
also a creative vehicle for the nation’s youth to
give shape to the anti-government movement.
The efficacy of ABVP songs in India has
channelled a creative voice for the students.
It helped them to build strong character and
patriotism. The songs place special emphasis
on effective bonds and solidarity for strong
nation-building. These poems foster emotional
and cultural bonds among young people by
linking them to issues of national and socio-
cultural significance. The cultural dynamics
that emerged amidst anti-colonial and post-
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colonial nationalism have inspired the ABVP
to produce poetry/songs yearly during its
annual sessions for several decades.

Conclusion

Although its impact remained minimal
outside the ideological sphere of the Hindu
organisation,  further  exploration  and
academic hermeneutics are required in this
area, as this is an effective agency for youth
development, social reform and nationalism.
Besides education, youth and Indian values,
the songs focus on obedient citizenship,
modernity and social progress. It also asserts

a legacy from the ancient past, moving the
nation towards a bright future through policy
interventions. ‘National Youth Policy’ made
during the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government is
an example of transcending ABVP vision into
policy (Mukherjee and Chaudhary : 2010). It
is also a characterisation of the anguish and
audacity of the Parishad in contemporary
historiography on ‘what it was like to come of
age in and out of the place’, particularly when
the governments were averse to ABVP, such as
during the emergency (Starker). [

(Author is Associate Professor, School of International
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi]

E[eeT qeil o eddiel o fefifdu
ot fotehren fdordl dred

gt A fa=neff uRug (stafaa) &t
STATeed -t favafemme™ (STy)
THIE A GRET Al gRT A TS
=1 AT fReH %l AR R ST W) e fos
gﬁ w@a;{a‘lm foran | A= SR a-qui
q[=E ST A §R T ifergel
SRR ek W wH— ga, o &
ferenfeia 3 o<t S # Wi forn | /e o
Y AR GREM W A ST % WEY,
wﬁw,aﬁ?aﬁwéﬂw
FRIHT % SR BET A WG i S
‘G HIeRA” S ARI % W1 GREN Sl o Wi
SO T 31 SR oFerd o | oSt e |

3R SHHT TR ST AT FR&T o A Heearqut
el € | U i B THSH WRd & qe
TR EHIM I RE el o WY Wl ¢ | I8 A
S e T 0T € |

e S | wEioT Uiy | el 5 T8

BT S SUReAfT = T ¥ 9 g R S
I S TS 2 S &N AR I I
% TR T UHIE TS 7 |

e T Hh qiarel - el o
fas™1 A WReN At & WhA % Ui Famdl
1 Helleh © | R <31 & o Ueh &g @a o,

RASHTRIYA CHHATRASHAKTI | NOVEMBER, 2025

FHIEhH I SR SaMl % G H § S TS
TREN I AR T&d gT 19 Wi S
oM < & | YUY % BT A 3 @ § R
favafoare™ shaal et faud w1 e,
Sfesh T wHdeTare &l 9 ohg B | m

(eter et )

sadee, 2025 | ecta wEefia | 21

| GEETDHARA |



caegs

71dl

& S9N 31aAfau o
Ew,ﬂa arf‘uﬁela

a0 & a9 92 B W8 ifaet qdg
ﬁwzﬁwﬁqa(amﬁq)amﬂam@'&r
STy IS H IS
TEET | i R < et 1 siferee %

e el ST, fred fofe wiar 9
MM arel WY 3TO=-310H gRuRes qRem
H @I e IRER 1 AW e fae
el @ T ¥, Wt Fe YU i AT <9

3G T B IRAE faRel SrEeH Hired
(3R & Td e T, WEAT gE sty
& ®Y | feTm o1 | 3 28 9§ 30 qdeR Tk
B 9Tt AT A S <exIg feerd We
ST | fran STom ) sEsE | osrifed o
T TR & o & uge o § st
Yy rededl wfmfed g8 9 e
e o Ted 8 et st Td
et ufiee S o1 off ST BT | 291 R
W M 9ol TR & ST o fou S@nd
qfafa o 59 T B | T@ra |k e
o= Tt W wfaffr =0 v wra

T AT & SR RS U= § qeF

28 | oo omeifia | sdae, 2025

% o WIEIy SR 6 Ted & AW |®
TG T | AR i e " WSty %
Al Te STRIGE i TR T Hied TeeHl i
ICESH B, FERIA <l ATH I STeerehl o ATH
TR TGN T 2 | SIS i JARY 28 e i
BN | LaSTRIEUT o U9=d Herwsl Wfade grm,
3G a1e fHraife T eredet Ud HerHs o
TIea o1 U1 R | i fearedi i arfrae
T THEEfe T Sifien fawE w) yEare f aia
feFw a1 sifreeE H S Aoyl fawE w
W7 B | ST % g e S U

| el SIRER o S o R s, wer

SEe T o sl o Hare g | SR

NOVEMBER, 2025 | RASHTRIYA CHHATRASHAKTI



% 3 & I PR TRIE 1 S v
T HHHILON shl ST <hl STEI |

3iférderet eeret o ajfdi-Uotel Elcal
e 2 TR W

1k
£ e gl
=

T e % FHE SevieH feod e s
T AT B o1l REeH o fog 71 Seud)
it gR1 A 9 HA % ey fy o Hoe
TN | fH o T T T O SIS
i % Wid WeIRes €. Sietwg, Ui ST WeS
& o &GS Hl HAS e, & g
e W& fafte T, SwEve wid & wid
31eTe 2. o, 0. 9g, Wid TS Shww Jad Td Wi
TS H 3ifthd e Sufted w® |

9 feadia Ui siferae o wearl gF A
faf=ifer faram e o faftr=1 aferd=i o) Tramfien
feafer @ ==t &3 | 1 € HeS e, TS
Ud 3fiereTeHes fasa qe sedi &1 frrefor e
o foTT g fopan sTam | ifag @l WRa W

I I HET S 7 3R T T H ARG
Teepfa Ud e o w T | e @ v
Trer &R1 O U2 GUH i ATeHT o H9 Y hil
AT Y39 1 I8 A qha 3R Ufdeiys

BT |

T fug vd uieee @ faaaer

Il STRETE | AERTE B ae siae
TR faenedt awe (smfag) & 719 I
AMETH & Ui g @ dReR o faEe
<eUgd feo We Wee § sfevH & fiw
STETE ®Y ¥ SHIT U "War faRar G R’
o fepan T | ST gRT T e 4l S
fpg T 719 U e %y fag |
THEIT: ART T TG, TR, S O 1R
THYRY *1 o 3ga R T R, < fafvre
TR Hieh(cieh Td Ufeiiaeh eRieR & uRems
T WY B W qen A
IRI G % G First e 8, free wrd=
STa, TP, A qe o W ey
2| i g o foeret ared s o <avemT @
o1 <9 T R, R stetear iR ried e
o YATE o qra et 9 Site qe giafeie 9
T S R B € | s g o 31 A
! R 3 TN €, S 4R & wse A
e HIARH 15041 TuTS T AT Tehdl ol
Tl B | Uik g & Sod Bl | vad W o
"1t R feremedt ufve’ 1 9 3ga B
YT o A HeTH=A 21, aig fie Tt

TSI % e Te B % A1 39 <
1 i oft @ fF 9Rd & aoamieE gE iR
Sferil o Tt § st o yftreen = e 2
Tg ot siferae o i fran smom ) 39 gfe
Y I <l ITEUE TSI A9 Teh Hiel
1 TeeR Hiferd B ST @I & |

T Aggs Y STEUE Wid & Wid
TR 2. Sieig % AR ST H1 [
AT IIEUS &I GraT O G ST
B orid B 1 fe ® 1 IwREe # oy

RASHTRIYA CHHATRASHAKTI | NOVEMBER, 2025

% STER AT 3 &3 A o 77 Iuf o ol
Y foran & 1 forga o ol o2 BT e & 'Y
T HehRIcH Sifareh IRast oM o fog yameRd
21 31, Wi &5 § WA 99 § TR A
& feen o off ot wg w2 1 39 A |, snfed
ST TS SAEYH I €I W F ST @ &
S e T Wil Gedll ol Uk ¢ | A
SHrdehdl TS AU ol A B SR
3R STeg & <oy o 3 fafererarshi % e oy
9RA o <3 B |

ot emerfia |29

olqdqe, 2025




3[oTfu b 510 fezTey . fopeite feraret aen
31. Siteic! egTa FreTaiit o e af Yeifetaitad
sfger wRdr feremelt g (srfem) & g
T 31eAe T ok forw o1, RIS AR foramdt
(Jar) = T TR WY & AT TEEA &
T8 R 21 9 fifE Weid (E8R) Tfaita g
£ 1 1o o TSI STeeT T TS HeTH hl

fatem wfhan & TAT SRt wd stfay
T FEER aRkee | foeiw SmHiE Tew .
(S1.) TSt ST F feate ot i swon

A T el v e ek FeTE A g3 Rl
T S % ®9 § W1, e = fredidig feem
SRS =Taet SIE HEH ¥ AT S
IEe U | fevafammers ® Age o
foran 2 | memmeT | s fnen =i o SR
i fHfer o G & T | SR Tedl e @
21 qd H 9% TeTRIeIe Wi Stedet, T ureay
(2006-09 ) T TqqF § 319 Hty ferenedf
F T FARHER Td A HEER URE &
Tt Frreifsd Tewa €1

T e TSI HeTwsA v o forg gq: frraffera
21, g R Ficieh! gerd: e Wew o R et
£ 1 4 eRfel Seege it Bfewa WY (KR)
Y TS qoh et TR0 R % g 2. |
eIk Fafehean st fersorat o Tt SR 3
AR o sregoa €1 2014 ¥ Hud o
I 1. Tielohl ST & Terded faenedt -
T &% eIy 9 wd <q faferen
fren & ferenfei=t o T g we R A
&l & Tkt s o Hgegut fomg 21

A L T € o < Qe SEe S
ST CEREA | ST B are 719 T
e | 37T IR G |

STF o STER W TR SRR feard
HeAd: TR % a1 et § | STeelre H6%
FY frvafeme (Seaq) @ F fome fosm
¥ dueet 9 fan wew e At W ferd

3B <dl e favaferme™ (BR) o udensi
H ST Ue FTR % o B rerufel o foiets
T R qEA Ao H o g R 7
w91 H STl Srfeis weteerl o st
I ARl ¥ ST T Yot Yeeh hi aTag ud
2018 H T 31 & U 1 Afeshar weifaaer
% ferenfefi o wiesd o forw gu sieier i o

STATERelel Ne® H fovafemer™ (SeerR) &
{1 uReR o 31 % U W R €1 feremedt
e @ it Ted gu . et S Herferera
() o faifaa SoEE eTel Td e
Tid o Wid 7o off @ gk 2 | ek & w9 H L
forarl 1 IR F SqHa uiee g/ 3T
fereafermer & wegns firarsh o REhR (2014)
Td AU & v Brae et & g
fafdree Aemfer TR (2016) & FHAfa fera
ST B WY E T T S ' W
125 9 Atk 3y O Td Hivfeam faw it 39
el ST WIS, 50 W SAfereh o1 Sier yeier wdl

TIe wrelfi | Faeae, 2025

3= Aqc fhaT| 9O & dfd ot ’g A
Yo W Ffeheda et T st feeror @t
el YRER gRT =g ST @ Ffsheaea @ d € |
7d # 1. Do weifdErer sieae, R TR
o1 foreieT Y ek © | ST T3 2025-26 o fog
T FeTHE % ST R de G g €|

BeTGel ol Stom fowen sl AR ol Eael
WA Tl U Tel ST e o Heiieh
W fSRE G & 5 #1509 auTie |

NOVEMBER, 2025 | RASHTRIYA CHHATRASHAKTI




TS A S YARY R T | AW A S
7 g, W Tg A I8l T Teh 9o WASS!
ST fofa T | Treat o e anfafer & w9 o
ud e T qe FREvE % qd g e
He, faftre aifafyr & w0 o feeed fovafemme
EERRE SR PER ERCACNEES t R okovl
o sriferd o TSI We-HeA HA Mfeg Ao
3ufterd w |

'@ ger aég é‘?‘ Eociccres i)
AN, e, \ﬂﬁj{, T,
BT, IER,

1. TRTEARTS Sheteh? I JRERR-2025 i
== AfEfd | S R QR % A
'THTEA AL Sk HISSI' S 3TeTey SFwr
qieT 'ISE’ (IREYR) H =TI A
T B g8 O ety I, e
TEARIAE % gHaiE dqer 9an, et
HRARI ¥ freg dfedi & A &
o Eet s sy ©ie 9ESt @
AU | 919 3T, RGN Ak 3
ISR Al 9 TES ° Radd e
et Seor@T e w1 W@ 1 = e
=l T8 PR TeAGT | WM 28-30
TR o HeA SMHIRTd B 1 W@ siiae
TR faene uftoe (stfaw) & 719
RIS RIG BENE RS RS e

SR B R T8 RERR 1991 9
IEATh IR heTehs bl Tgfal | &=

TGS, AR, kel qEEE, FERAR &
TU EVe feod e Uee | a@ﬁiﬁﬁ%
a‘mﬁﬂé 719 TS SAET T R ST
27 TR 1 TERT | A 36 SR foRT T2 )

Stran ©, 572 st Se o1 Rieush

A FET S E TE GRS iR

feremelt o =mw o weh A 9B €,
ST BE] Sl g g 318 & &5 §

TS, JoRhg Ieeh, Weui-l Ud 7 HrHshal
ST SIS o T SRS R S TRa
Tl TG o foIu fRU T Sl wl 3H S a9
BRI

el [EedhIe-2025 o feru sfipw uise &1 weret

RASHTRIYA CHHATRASHAKTI | NOVEMBER, 2025

3 o T Uies 21 SR 1 SE
AT TSI ST & HH SR
BT, 38 WeHIRd shaT 3R UY FrHifSTeh
T o Ui Tl =T SR =Ter haT
TT AT AT =l Far & & fog Uik
AT € | PR o IFdid Ush g 39U
I EERIRT, THOT O U Wiy e uee

ERIRSIGIR
e o5 TS 3ede] |l ASTIROT
TME, TS HErs S, aR< fe dicient,
giufq o ddister wieAaes fHfeie we
T 'IITEARI heTehY AT JRERR-2025'
A gEhd ST GigT w 9¢E < gC
Ik ST & UMl H TRl ol ShTH
EJRA n
(eter et o)

ot emeifa | 31

olqdqe, 2025




| VIEW POINT |

The rise of Islam
The Neo-Global colonial power

m K. N. Pandita

he person who spoke of Islam as the

new global colonial power was Iran’s

revolutionary spiritual leader Ayatollah

Khomeini. He asserted in his sermons that
Islam was bound to be the universal religion
bringing in a new way of life and social
behaviour (Shia faction) presented in Islamic
theological works. Perhaps he considered
propagation not action as the methodology for
popularising Islamic faith throughout the world,
the Western world in particular.

Islam is a pretentious ideological antithesis of
the concept of diversity. It has used all instruments
of enhancing its ideological outreach. Some of
its fundamental principles of orthodoxy have
remained the fountain-head of power. For
example, blind faith, divine will, fragility of
logic, absolute submission to supreme religious
authority, adherence to the principle of takiya or
disguising, jamhur congregation and conduct of
daily life according to comprehensiveshariaand
the Jema’ah (congregation). Even tasavvuf
(mysticism) was denigrated at one point of time
as un-Islamic.

In kalame sufiyane shoom nist/ mathnavi-e
Maulavi-e Rum nist

(This [poet’s narrative] is not the sullen
narrative of the Sufis/ It is not the mathnavi of
Mavulana Rum)

After the completion of Arab conquests,
a major task before the conquerors was how
to culturally Islamise the non-Arab races
andintegrate them into broad Semiticethos.
The most prominent and powerful of these
non-Semites were the people of Aryan stock
inhabiting large swaths of Central Asian,
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South Asian and the Mediterranean off lands.
Physical conquest and transformation of these
regions was complete but its social adaptation
and evangelization were serious tasks inviting
attention. How could these be tackled?

This was the reason why the great Islamic
historian and  philosopher Ibn  Khaldun
(14th  century) wrote in al-Mugaddimah
(Prolegomena) that the Arabs must understand
the fact that many of the conquered non-Islamic
communities whom they had integrated into their
fold had to be assimilatedinto the new ethos.
The task was not that simple because they were
the inheritors of great civilizations. Therefore,
Ibn Khaldun emphasized that the Arabs need
to address the issue how they will adjust and
dovetail civilizational fundamentals amicably.
Dispassionate historians will adjudge them.
Nevertheless, the clash of civilizations dogging
the contemporary societies is alarming.

The problem became somewhat complicated
with the proselytized communities of Aryan
stock. This included some of the Southern
European segments where the pioneers of
Arabian civilization had made a foothold. So,
we have had the crusades and we had also
Salahu’d Din Ayyubi, who remains till this day
the most celebrated warrior of the Islamists.

Central Asia, Iran, Afghanistan, Indian sub-
continent, Turkistan and South Asian countries of
Indonesia, Malaysia etc., too, had their share of
civilizational clashes. Constantinople, standing
on the East-West crossroad had special
significance because geographically, it was the
converging point of two civilizations.

Distanced from roots, many among them
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pandered to new civilizational format just
because they had abandoned the faith of their
ancestors and clung to a faith ethnographically
alien to them. It silently nursed in them a strong
element of inferiority complex-a hangover
from the days when Islam entered their lives.
Circumstantially, they became the prisoners
of the axiom of “more loyal than the king.”
They imagined that their abandonment of
the ancestral past was meaningless in all its
manifestations unless they volunteered to
carry forward the mission of the new faith.
The dilemma transformed them into hardened
fanatics inadvertently nursing animosity and
hatred against the race of their forebears. Now
in their forebears they find everything negative
and hencereprehensible. Igbal innocently said
“jo nagsh kohan aye nazaruskomita do”(destroy
everything that belongs to antiquity)

The creation of a new homeland on the
Indian subcontinent in 1947 is the consequence
ofa millennium and half-old-story of civilization
aldislike on the Indian sub-continent; it has to be
understood in this background. The nearer home
example is of Kashmir. However, in Iran, the
factional schism took the place of civilizational
divide.

This  phenomenon  attained  varying
complexion from one proto-Aryan region to
another. In Iran, Central Asia and Afghanistan,
for example, the resistant aborigines were
wiped out lock, stock and barrel maximally
through ethnic cleansing or manslaughter. Some
of the aborigines who resisted conversion by
coercion had to leave theirnative land at the
end of the day and look for safe havens. The
Parsees of Iranian origin and the Pandits of
Kashmir origin are the glaring examples. We
could include more groups in the category like
the Kurds, Armenians, Uighurs, Yezidis, Bahais
and others.

However, the exodus of Kashmiri Pandits is a
peculiar case, which reveals the deep inroads
made by several centuries of long foreign
(Muslim and  Christian) domination, which
injected themixture of servitude and bondage
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into the Hindu psyche. Imagine nearly seven
hundred thousand personnel of Indian military
and para-military forces deployed in Kashmir
could not save a few hundred families of
Kashmiri Pandit minority either from genocide or
ethnic cleansing. They remained confined to their
barracks in the Badami Bagh cantonment. Such
is the helplessness of Hindu mindset that despite
cold-blooded murder of more than a thousand
Kashmiri Hindus and finally their mass exodus
from their ten-thousand-year-old homeland,
no government, no political party and no civil
rights organization hadthe qualms of conscience
to ask for instituting a commission of enquiry
into the decimation and destruction of the small
religious minority (hardly 3 per cent) of Kashmiri
Pandits. The Indian state miserably failed to
implement such clauses of the Constitution as
enjoins upon the elected government to ensure
civil, constitutional and human rights of the small
religious minority of Kashmiri Pandits.

The second category is of aborigines who
somehow resisted the onslaught and withstood
atrocities technically called violation of human
rights did not depart from their original places
of residence but made the invaders recognize
their claim to the land and life in their native
countries. India is a fine example of this
category.

The highly disappointing outcome of this
phenomenon is the frequently occurring incidents
of violence and domination. Acquiescence to
the aggressor was diluted as “Ganga-Jamuna
tehzib”, meaning harmonious living, and “Indian
secularism” etc. What atrocities were committed
under the mask of secularism In Kashmir, is
almost indescribable; it was given the rosy name
of Kashmiriyat and then a strong media hype to
legitimize it without ever feeling any necessity
to define what meaning it conveyed, so much
so that late Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee coined the triumvirate of “insaniyat,
jomhuriyat, Kashmiriyat“ as the fundamentals
of the theory of treating the Kashmiris. He
indirectly wanted to say that Indian rulers
had neglected these three fundamental rules
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of treating Kashmiris. What a dangerous and
pointless political gimmick. This historically
unsubstantiated phenomenon speaks about the
instrumentality of Indian Congress leadership in
providing a boost to Muslim one-upmanship in
the in shredded the mask into pieces when the
Indian Muslims demanded a separate home for
themselves and got it, thanks to the intervention
of thecolonizers.

The third and the last category of the victims
of mass proselytization is one in which even
though the entire community is converted yet it
has tenaciously stuck to its aboriginal symbols,
traditions and ways of life. Indonesia is the best
example in this case.

But the contemporary Islam is a deviation
from this categorization. This deviation has
been forced by various factors. The defeat of
the Ottoman Empire in 19th century by colonial
powers of the west, the liquidation of the tottering
Mughal Empire of India by the British colonial
power in the second half of the 19th century, the
rise of patriotic forces under Kemal Ataturk in
Turkey and Reza Shah Pahlavi in Iran in the later
part of the 19th century, emergence of Jama'at-
i-Islami and other Muslim radical organizations
besides the RSS, laid the foundation for
awakening of suppressed Islamic nations in West
and south Asia. The mass movement against the
three Khanates in Central Asia in the early days
of the 20th century followed by the impact of
Bolshevik Revolution, gave a direction to the
freedom movement in Central Asia from religious
underpinning to economic prioritization. Secular
modernization became exclusive to Central
Asian Muslim societies with far-reaching impact.
That is the reason why the Central Asian Muslims
remained aloof from the jihadist ideology which
engulfed the Muslim world in West Asia, South
Asia and North Africa.

The discovery of hydrocarbon deposits in
the Gulf has been called as the fortune and
misfortune of the Muslim world. In 1905, the
British got the smell of Gulf oil for the first
time and with that began the sordid story of
the exploitation of Arab states. Since World
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War-Il had thrown up the US as the great super
power, she nursed the ambition of obtaining
monopoly over oil production, exploitation
and distribution. This became the main cause
of Muslim dislike and hatred for the US and
its European accomplices. 9/11 was a warning
message to the US. In retaliation, the US
engineered cleavage of Gulf and Arab states
under the oft-repeated colonial and imperial
theory of divide and rule. Palestine is the sequel
of this policy of colonialists.

The crisis has deepened because of inability
of the Muslims to live in harmony with other
communities. They are told that Islam is essentially
in revolt against the centuries old social order,
the Muslims are enjoined by religious canon to
wipe out all other religious denomination on
earth and make Islam the only path acceptable
to the followers of Muhammad. Even Islamic
God needs to be de-secularised and christened
as Allah.

The creation of a separate homeland in
the Indian sub-continent is the result, firstly of
unflinching faith of the Muslims that they are
born to rule and spread Islamic flag all over the
globe and secondly there was no mechanism or
force to confront an apparently illogical theory.
In other words, the intrinsic Hindu gullibility was
exploited. This craven leadership succumbed to
a proposal of dividing their country into three
parts:It built its leadership over bullying the vast
Hindu population.

Kashmir issue is the cumulative outcome of
the crescendo of Islamic resurgence as reaction
to the dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire at
the hands of European colonial powers. Gandhi
lent full support to Ali Brothers leading the
Khilafat movement and lamented the dismissal
of the autocratic Ottoman Empire. Nehru
applied the specimen to the Mughal downfall,
and his daughter travelled a long way to pay
her obeisance at the grave of the founder ofthe
Mughal Empire in Kabul.

And the travesty was that Gandhi and his
underlings in the Congress succumbed to the
rant of Indian Islamists and openly supported
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the Khilafat movement, an outright orthodox
movement. Where did the secularism of Gandhi
and Nehru evaporate in the thin air?

This  background  scenario  becomes
transparent when we dispassionately analyse
the beginning of a radical movement in Kashmir
around 1920. What did Nehru, the then prime
minister of India do in October 1947 2 He
snatched the crown of Kashmir from the hands
of a benevolent autocratic, whose ancestors
had raised the boundaries of the state of
Jammu and Kashmir after making innumerable
sacrifices on treacherous Himalayan heights and
then handed it over to a jingoist despot whom
he later befriended as his alter ego.

Islam is no more confined to the land of
its birth and the lands its warriors conquered
subsequently. From West Asia, North Africa,
and Indian-subcontinent, it has spread to nearly

153 countries of the world, which include the
European countries, the Americas and the far
east (Australia and New Zealand). This is wat
Ayatollah  Khomeini of Iran had predicted
as early as 1960s.The world politics today
is chaperoned and guided by what Islamists
dictate. Today, UK the mother of democracy
is the most powerful “Islamic country “in the
world and it has to be the same fomorrow.
The rise of Islam in 21st century is a farewell
signal to democracy, the political system that
ruled the world unquestionably. The first to
understand this epoch-making transformation
was President Donald Trump, who castigated
Indian democracy as the unfair Brahmanical
adroitness. In the White House he drank and
danced with a liveried champion of Islamic
orthodoxy who commands and controls the
epicentre of world terrorism and orthodoxy. =
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Nutiopul Call for Water Conservation
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rishti Manthan, the flagship national
environment conclave of Students
for Development (SFD), concluded its
2025 edition at C. V. Raman Global
University, Bhubaneswar. Held on 11-12
October with the central theme “Water.”
The two-day event brought together around
314 delegates from universities, institutions,
and NGOs across India, reaffirming its
stature as a vibrant national platform for
environmental dialogue, knowledge-sharing
and youth-led action.
Since its inception in 2023 at Lucknow,
Srishti Manthan has evolved into a movement
combining academic reflection, policy
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discussions, field-level learning and cultural
expression. The 2025 edition focused
on urgent issues such as climate change,
biodiversity loss, rainfall variability, pollution
and India’s traditional water wisdom.

The conclave opened with Deep
Prajjwalan and Jal Arpan, symbolizing
harmony with nature. The inaugural session
was graced by Govind Nayak, Gopal Aryaq,
Ganesh Ram Singh Khuntiya, Payal and
Kshama Sharma. National Convener Payal
welcomed the delegates and elaborated on
this year’s water-centric theme.

Addressing the participants, National
Joint Organising Secretary of ABVP Govind
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Nayak highlighted Panch  Parivartan-
environment conservation, social harmony,
family awareness, swadeshi and self-
reliance and citizen’s duty-as the pillars of
national reconstruction.

National Convener (PSG) Gopal Arya
underscored the decisive role of youth in
environmental sustainability, while National
Secretary Kshama Sharma outlined the
initiatives of ABVP and its developmental
verticals.

Odisha’s Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Forest, Environment & Climate
Change, Ganesh Ram Singh Khuntia,
spoke on government policies and India’s
indigenous water management heritage,
appreciating SFD’s sustained efforts toward
youth-led environmental action.

The day featured multiple thematic
sessions, including a panel discussion on
“Equity and Community in Bharat's Water
Wisdom,” a Role Model Session with Guinness
World Record-holding hydrogeologist Dr.
Ritesh Arya and a panel titled “Pathway
to Resilience,” emphasizing sustainability,
community participation, education and
innovation. A hands-on workshop on water
audit, water sampling, rainwater harvesting
and paper presentation offered practical
exposure to delegates, followed by a cultural
evening celebrating India’s ecological ethos.

The second day began with a river
site cleaning and sampling activity. A
session on “Youth for Sustainability in the
Context of Water, Entrepreneurship and
Economy” saw resource persons Devdutt
Joshi and Rahul Gaur encouraging youth
to embrace sustainable livelihoods, green
entrepreneurship and active environmental
engagement.

An expert talk on “Technology, Science,
and Policy in Water Management” by Dr.
Jyoti Ranjan Patra and Payal highlighted
the alarming scale of water pollution, the
importance of water footprint awareness
and the need for integrated technological
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and policy approaches.

Another panel discussion, featuring Mansi
Thakar, Shyam Majumdar and Dr. Binay
Jena, explored sustainability initiatives
across sectors, concluding with a vote of
thanks from Kaustoob.

The concluding session, attended by
ABVP’S National Jt. Organising Secretary
Devdutt Joshi, SFD In-charge Rahul
Gaur and Payal Rai, included certificate
distribution and expressions of gratitude to
the volunteer teams. Rahul Gaur emphasized
the continuation of collective environmental
action beyond the event, while Devdutt Joshi
urged participants to begin change from
within.

National Convener (SFD) Payal Rai
announced SFD’s  upcoming one-year
programme and presented the Bhubaneswar
Declaration, a comprehensive agenda
addressing  water  pollution,  wetland
conservation, academic research, climate-
resilient practices and youth-led awareness
campaigns.

Key Commitments of the Bhubaneswar

Declaration are as follows,

Like the youth of India committed to :

* Practising responsible water use and
reducing water footprints.

* Integrating Bharatiya water knowledge
with scientific research and action.

* Participating in the “One Institution-One
Water Source” campaign.

* Promoting public water dialogues
and adopting the LiFE (Lifestyle for
Environment) principles.

Educational institutions were urged to
embed environmental responsibility in
curricula, strengthen eco-clubs and civic
training platforms and apply traditional
water wisdom in governance and research.
The conclave concluded with the collective

resolve: “&dft et @eg” ( Let all be happy.) =

(Rashtriya Chhatrashakti Team)
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