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CULTURE, CONFLICT AND CLIMATE

UNMASKING THE BIAS IN
ENVIRONMENTAL DISCOURSE

m DIGANTA CHAKRABORTY

harat is not only a country; it is a living

civilisation. Bhartiya culture teaches that

the environment is a crucial part of this

civilisation. This is why our Sanatana
culture reveres trees as divine. Although
some atfempt to portray this as prejudice,
it was, in fact, a system designed to protect
the environment. Moreover, this is the only
nation whose scriptures proclaim, ‘Prakriti
Panchabhutani Grahaloka Samasthita,’
which means that nature, composed of the
five elements, is established throughout the
planetary worlds.

But often we see how some propaganda is
created just to portray that Hindu Dharma is
against the environment. Every year, as autumn
settles over Bharat and our homes prepare to
welcome light over darkness, another ritual
unfolds alongside the celebrations of Diwali, a
ritual of condemnation. Television debates flare
up, op-eds warn of ecological collapse, and
social media fills with urgent appeals to ‘save
the environment’ from firecrackers. We see
celebrities across the world suddenly becoming
environmental specialists; they express great
concern over Diwali firecrackers, though they
use them at their personal events.The festival,
rooted in centuries of civilizational memory,
is increasingly portrayed not as a cultural
expression, but as an environmental liability.

Yet, in the same global moment, skies over
conflict zones burn far brighter and far longer
than any Diwali night. Missiles tear through
landscapes, oil depots erupt into infernos,
forests are reduced to ash, and toxic plumes

8 | eta omeifia | s, 2026

spread across borders without passports. The
environmental cost of war unfolds not for a
night, but for months and years And strangely,
the outrage fades into near silence. This silence
is not accidental. It reveals a deeper problem
within contemporary environmental discourse:
a tendency toward selective outrage, where
culturally convenient targets are amplified,
while politically complex or globally entrenched
sources of environmental destruction-like war-
are minimized or ignored.

Modern warfare is among the most resource-
intensive and environmentally  destructive
human activities. Executive Vice President in
SINTEF, Norway’s largest research institute, Nils
Rokke in an article at Forbes wrote, ‘War is
among the most destructive forces on Earth, and
not just for the people caught in its path.While
humanitarian impacts dominate headlines, the
environmental costs are immense and largely
ignored. Armed conflicts unleash unprecedented
levels of greenhouse gas emissions and pollution
from the fossil-fueled tanks, jets and warships
to the vast industrial complexes that churn out
ammunition, drones and military vehicles. This is
not to be ridiculed as we are talking about a
strong driver for conflicts, global warming and
biodiversity attrition.’

Yet, it remains conspicuously under-
represented in climate conversations. Recent
conflicts have brought this contradiction into
sharp focus. The war in Gaza, for instance,
has generated tens of millions of tonnes of
carbon emissions within months-comparable
to the annual emissions of entire small nations.
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Similarly, the ongoing conflict in Ukraine has
produced emissions running into hundreds of
millions of tonnes, driven by fuel-intensive
military operations, infrastructure destruction
and widespread fires.

The irony is stark. While a few hours
of firecracker use during Diwali trigger
nationwide campaigns and moral policing, the
sustained environmental devastation caused by
months or years of warfare rarely provokes
comparable outrage. There are no global
hashtags demanding ‘eco-friendly warfare,’
no celebrity campaigns urging restraint in
missile usage and no widespread calls to
hold militaries accountable for their carbon
footprint. This disparity reveals a deeper
issue within contemporary environmentalism-its
susceptibility to selective outrage. Environmental
concern, ideally, should be universal and
impartial, guided by scientific evidence and
ethical consistency. However, in practice, it
often becomes entangled with cultural biases,
political convenience and media narratives.

Festivals like Diwali are visible, predictable
and culturally specific. They provide an easy
target—one that can be criticised without
geopolitical  complications or  economic
repercussions. Questioning the environmental
impact of acultural practice is far less contentious
than confronting the ecological consequences of
global military powers or complex international
conflicts. Moreover, there is a tendency to
frame environmental responsibility in a way
that disproportionately scrutinises traditional
practices while overlooking industrial and
institutional sources of pollution.

According to various studies, the contribution
of firecrackers to annual air pollution levels is
relatively small compared to emissions from
vehicles, construction activities, coal-fired
power plants and agricultural burning. Yet,
the narrative often magnifies the former while
downplaying the latter. This is not an argument
to dismiss environmental concerns related to
Diwali. Responsible celebration is important
and there is merit in promoting eco-friendly

RASHTRIYA CHHATRASHAKTI | APRIL, 2026

alternatives. However, such advocacy must be
grounded in proportion and fairness. Singling
out one cultural practice while ignoring larger
systemic issues undermines the credibility of
environmental discourse. Equally important is
the cultural dimension of the debate. Festivals
like Diwali are not merely events; they are
expressions of identity, community and
continuity. When environmental arguments are
framed in a way that appears to target specific
cultural traditions, they risk being perceived
as ideological rather than ecological. This
perception, in turn, can create resistance and
polarisation, making constructive dialogue
more difficult.

In contrast, addressing the environmental
impact of war requires confronting powerful
interests and complex geopolitics. Military
establishments are among the largest
institutional consumers of fossil fuels, yet
they operate with limited transparency in
environmental reporting. International climate
agreements often exclude military emissions,
allowing a significant source of pollution to
remain unaccounted for. Barry S. Levy, a
researcher, physician and former president of
the American Public Health Association notes in
his paper ‘The Impacts of War on Health, Human
Rights and the Environment-An Overview’ that
nearly one-fourth of the world’s population
lives in regions directly affected by armed
conflict. He emphasizes that in most wars, the
majority of deaths occur among non-combatant
civilians, who are often deliberately targeted
as a strategy of war. Furthermore, large
numbers of people are forcibly displaced,
many within their own countries as internally
displaced persons and others as refugees who
cross international borders. As of the end of
June 2024, it is estimated that approximately
123 million people were forcibly displaced
worldwide, including 72 million internally
displaced persons, 44 million refugees and
8 million asylum seekers. Beyond these
humanitarian crises, war also exerts significant
indirect impacts on the environment.
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Another environment expert and Professor
at University of loannina, Konstantinos T
Kotsis in his paper The Impact of War on the
Environment wrote, ‘The conflict has historically

inflicted profound and often long-lasting
environmental damage, affecting ecosystems
and communities in many ways. Throughout the
20th century and extending into the 21st century,
wars have led to widespread deforestation,
soil degradation and extensive air and water
pollution, all of which directly affect human
health and agricultural productivity in the short
and long term. For instance, the ongoing conflict
in Ukraine exemplifies how military operations
can devastate natural resources, as noted in
studies that meticulously document significant
ecological impacts stemming from the violence
of 2022. This tumultuous period saw not
only increased atmospheric air pollution but
also the systematic destruction of essential
infrastructure, such as dams, irrigation systems
and agricultural land, which escalated the
ramifications of ecocide on local communities
and wildlife populations.’

The scale of environmental destruction
caused by war is not merely anecdotal; it is
empirically documented and staggering in
magnitude. A report by the UN Environment
Programme  (UNEP)  has  repeatedly
warned that armed conflicts leave behind
‘toxic legacies’ that persist for decades,
contaminating soil, water and air. During the
Gulf War, for instance, the deliberate burning
of over 600 Kuwaiti oil wells released an
estimated 500 million barrels of oil into the
environment, causing massive air pollution and
long-term ecological damage. Similarly, the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine War has been linked
to widespread environmental degradation;
according to assessments supported by UNEP
and the World Bank, thousands of incidents
of environmental harm have been recorded,
including contamination of water bodies,
destruction of forests, and damage to protected
ecosystems. Carbon emissions from warfare
further intensify the climate crisis. A study by
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the Conflict and Environment Observatory
estimates that the first year of the Ukraine war
alone generated approximately 120 million
tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent emissions-
comparable to the annual emissions of a mid-
sized industrialised country. A report by The
Guardian, published on 9 January 2024 and
authored by climate justice reporter Nina
Lakhani, noted that ‘The vast majority (over
99%) of the 281,000 metric tonnes of carbon
dioxide (CO, equivalent) estimated to have
been generated in the first 60 days following
the 7 October Hamas attack can be attributed
to Israel’s aerial bombardment and ground
invasion of Gaza, according to a first-of-its-
kind analysis by researchers in the UK and US.

If environmentalism is to be meaningful and
effective, it must expand its scope to include
these overlooked dimensions. The carbon
footprint of war, the ecological damage of
armed conflicts and the environmental cost
of defence industries must become central
to global climate discussions. Ignoring these
factors not only skews our understanding of
environmental challenges but also limits our
ability to address them comprehensively. The
current global context makes this imperative
even more urgent. As conflicts continue to
erupt and escalate, their environmental
consequences accumulate silently. Forests burn,
water sources are polluted, biodiversity is
lost and greenhouse gases are released-all
contributing to the broader crisis of climate
change. These impacts do not respect national
borders; they affect the global ecosystem as
a whole.

At the same time, the focus on individual
behaviour-what people eat, how they
celebrate, what they consume-while important,
should not overshadow the need for systemic
change. Holding individuals accountable for
small-scale practices while ignoring large-
scale industrial and military activities creates
a distorted narrative of responsibility. The
selective outrage surrounding Diwali versus war
is, therefore, not just a matter of inconsistency;
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it is indicative of a deeper imbalance
in how environmental issues are framed
and addressed. It reflects a tendency to
prioritise visibility over impact, simplicity over
complexity and cultural critique over structural
analysis. Breaking this narrative requires a
shift in perspective. Environmentalism must
move beyond symbolic gestures and embrace
a more holistic approach-one that considers all
sources of ecological harm, regardless of their
cultural or political context. It must be guided
by evidence, fairness and a commitment to
addressing the most significant drivers of
environmental degradation.

Bharat, with its civilisational ethos of
harmony with nature, has much to contribute to
this discourse. The principles embedded in its
traditions, respect for all forms of life, balance
between consumption and conservation and
the recognition of nature’s intrinsic value-
offer a framework that is both ancient and
relevant. Rather than viewing cultural practices
as obstacles, they can be reinterpreted and
adapted in ways that align with contemporary
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environmental needs. Eco-friendly celebrations,
sustainable  rituals  and  community-driven
conservation efforts can bridge the gap
between tradition and modernity.

At the same time, there must be a willingness
to confront uncomfortable truths about global
systems. The environmental cost of war
cannot remain a peripheral issue. It must be
brought to the forefront of climate discussions,
policy frameworks and public awareness. In
conclusion, the debate is not about choosing
between culture and environment; it is about
ensuring that environmental concern is applied
consistently and fairly. Diwali’s lights may
briefly illuminate the night sky, but the fires
of war cast a far longer and darker shadow
over the planet. If we are truly committed
to protecting the environment, our outrage
must be guided not by convenience or bias,
but by the scale and severity of the impact.
Only then can environmentalism fulfil its true
purpose-not as a tool of selective criticism, but
as a universal commitment to safeguarding the
Earth for all. ]
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Pakistan-Afghanistan conflict : An Overview

m K. N. Pandita

n the month of Ramadhan, considered

a holy month by the Muslims in which

they are enjoined to perform acts of

charity and benevolence, especially to
their co-religionists, the Pakistan Air Force
bombarded a hospital in Kabul where 400
patients undergoing treatment for drug
addiction were killed. Pakistan said it was
seeking revenge for the Afghan Taliban’s
attack on some Pakistani military posts
along the Durand Line. The Islamic Republic
of Pakistan scheduled the revenge from the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan in the holy
month of Ramadhan.

No Islamic country outright condemned
the atrocious bombardment of a hospital
and the taking of the lives of innocent
civilians. The OIC, comprising 57 Islamic
nations committed to protecting the life and
interests of Muslims all over the world, did
not bat an eyelid, not to speak of passing a
resolution against a barbaric act vandalising
co-religionists. This shows that OIC is nothing
but a bundle of hypocrisy.

On the other hand, if a hardcore terrorist
gets killed in an encounter with the externally
sponsored terrorists, the OIC forthwith
scrambles for an emergency meeting and
all the 57 members of the organisation
rush to sign a resolution against India. |t
is a different thing that after signing the
resolution, most of the signatories sneak into
the nearby Indian embassy to assure the
Indian diplomatic staff that the resolutions
are a humbug and they want to continue
normal and routine trade relations with
India.

Armed clashes between the Taliban
and the Pakistani army on the border have
almost become a routine matter. There is
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hardly a week that goes by that casualties
on either side do not take place. The OIC
members are comfortable with the death
toll of Muslim fighters on either side rising
with each passing day.

ROOT CAUSE OF ANIMOSITY

The root cause of animosity between the
two countries is primarily the Durand Line,
which is a colonial legacy of British India.
The Durand Line agreement was signed on
12 November 1893 in Kabul, Afghanistan.
It was negotiated by Sir Henry Mortimer
Durand, the Foreign Secretary of British
India and Amir Abdur Rahman Khan, the ruler
of Afghanistan, to define their respective
spheres of influence.

The British sought a secure, established
border to prevent Russian expansion
towards India during the ‘Great Game’'.
The line created a 2,640 km (roughly 1,640
miles) border, cutting through Pashtun and
Baloch tribal territories.

THE DISPUTE

While considered an international border
by Pakistan as the successor to British India,
Afghanistan never recognised the dividing
line. According to Kabul, the sovereignty
of the British lapsed with the partition of
India in 1947. Apart from that, Kabul has
been asserting that the consent of millions
of Pashtuns, whose land was divided, was
never sought. As such, the Durand Line had
no legitimacy whatsoever.

The Kabul government further asserted
that the Pashtun and the Baluch people had
the right to the option of independence,
but that right was never conceded. Not
only that, the Kabul government never
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recognised Pakistan as an independent state
and opposed its membership in the United
Nations, arguing that if Kabul recognised
Pakistan, it would mean recognition of the
Durand Line as well, which was fundamentally
against Afghanistan’s stand on the issue.

But Pakistan claimed that it inherited the
legacy from the British rule over India when
India was partitioned in 1947. Pakistan
has been treating the Durand Line as the
international border between Afghanistan
and Pakistan. Since the Durand Line is the
legacy of British colonial power, the Anglo-
American bloc and the Western powers
have been generally buying the Pakistani
story and seldom pay heed to the cogent
arguments of Afghanistan.

US-PAK COMBINE

The Durand Line controversy subsided
temporarily during the Soviet incursion into
Afghanistan and the involvement of America
and Pakistan in that strife. The US whipped
up communal passions among the Afghan
Mujahedin, something which the Afghans
had not been happy with. Gen Zia of
Pakistan became the conduit for the transfer
of American arms and funds to the Afghan
mujahedin.

In 1996, the Taliban captured Kabul and
established the first regime after deposing
and hanging Dr. Najibullah, the President
of Afghanistan. Once the Taliban seized
power in Kabul, they declared Afghanistan
an Islamic state and promulgated the Islamic
Sharia, discarding the constitution. The first
Taliban regime brutally treated the Afghan
women. Afghan girls were disallowed to
go to schools, the veil was strictly enforced,
women were not allowed to come out of their
homes all by themselves and the services of
many female workers in many institutions
were terminated.

Resistance forces lost popularity because
of their atrocious treatment of Afghan women
and forced implementation of extremist
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conservatism. Finally, with the support of
Pakistan and a covert green signal from the
CIA, the Taliban group surfaced in Kandahar
and confronted the haywire resistance
forces. In 2001, the US landed its troops in
Afghanistan with the intention of subjugating
the Taliban. The US-Afghan war continued
for nearly two decades, during which time
both sides incurred considerable loss of men
and material.

PAK SEEKS STRATEGIC DEPTH

Pakistan has always shown its political
interest in Afghanistan. Finding that there
prevailed political uncertainty in that
country, Pakistan posed as their well-wisher
and covertly lent the Taliban some support.
But at the same time, Islamabad tried to
convince Washington that it was an outright
supporter of the US. By playing the double
role, Pakistan succeeded in garnering huge
funds from the US and, at the same time,
playing tricks with the Taliban.

The intention of Pakistan has always been
to find strategic depth westward. After its
crushing defeat at the hands of India in the
Bangladesh war, Pakistan has been nursing
the fear that India can launch an attack
and cripple the Pakistani state. It finds itself
sandwiched between Afghanistan and
India. Therefore, she has been in search
of strategic depth westward. A weak and
backward Afghanistan suits them.

KABUL FALLS TO THE TALIBAN

However, when the Taliban gained control
over Kabul and the US forces ran away from
Afghanistan, leaving behind all the billions
of dollars worth of military equipment,
including helicopters, tanks and vehicles.
Pakistan thought now was the time for her to
pose as the boss of Afghanistan. This was only
a fantasia and the ISI soon realised that the
Taliban were in no mood to play the second
fiddle. They had fought the world’s most
powerful country and had made tremendous
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sacrifices. They told Pakistan, thanks for
your support, true or fake, but you'd better
confine to your country’s problems and not
interfere in Afghanistan’s internal affairs.

TTP

Along with this, the Taliban once again
raised the Durand Line issue and said
categorically that they do not recognise it.
While differences were simmering between
them, another situation developed in the
region. Owing to Pakistan’s pro-Punjabi
policy and also blatant discrimination of
the Pushtun population in the Pakhtunkhwa
region, the warlike Pushtuns raised the
banner of rebellion and with the passage
of time, became a very formidable anti-
army force. They demanded autonomy
from Pakistan and openly aligned with the
Taliban, saying that they were brethren
and could not be separated by an illegal
Durand Line. They took up arms and are
now known as Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan
or TTP. The Pakistan army has been fighting
the TTP and suffering immense losses.
True, more often than not, the TTP fighters,
after conducting gorilla operations in
Pakhtunkhwa /Waziristan, seek safe haven
across the line in Afghan villages and towns.
Pakistan accuses the Taliban of providing
a safe haven to the TTP. Kabul denies the
accusation but at the same time calls TTP
their blood brothers.

INDO-AFGHAN RELATIONS

Cordial relations between India and
Afghanistan have a long history. Afghanistan
gave shelter to the Indian nationalists
fighting against colonial rule. The post-
independence government of India has
invested billions of dollars in providing
necessary infrastructure to Afghanistan,
like roads, schools, hospitals, bridges, dams,
medical facilities and scholarships to Afghan
students. Afghans are fully conscious that
India has been a selfless supporter of their
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welfare and prosperity. The Parliament
House and many more essential structures
have been built by India. All this helped
in cementing the friendship between the
two countries. The recent seven-day visit of
Afghan leader Mulla Muttaqi to India was
a very important event during which many
bilateral agreements were signed.
However, it remains to be said that India
shall have to share its responsibility of
lending practical and feasible support to
Afghanistan at a time when it is facing air
strikes from Pakistan and does not have its
air force to retaliate. India should take note
of this and work out a scheme that ensures
the safety of Afghans against wanton attacks
of a desperate enemy. Under the provisions
of international law, India is obliged to take
protective measures that ensure the safety
of a friendly country under attack. ]
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National Legal Conclave Highlights
Vision of ‘Viksit Bharat-2047’

m Soorya Gayathri T.V.

two-day  national-level  legal
conference organised by the
Forum of Tamil Nadu Law Students
(FOTLAWS), concluded at VIT
Chennai on March 22, bringing together
around 750 law students, academicians
and legal experts from across Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry. The conference focused on
the evolving dimensions of legal education
and its role in achieving the vision of ‘Viksit
Bharat 2047°.

The conference was centred on
contemporary legal developments, including

Artificial Intelligence, Cyber Law and
Intellectual Property Rights, while also
20
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encouraging discourse on constitutional
values and governance. It provided a
platform for academic exchange through
paper presentations and direct interaction
between students and distinguished members
of the bar, bench, and legislature.

The conference was inaugurated by
Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs
and Minority Affairs Kiren Rijiju, along with
Justice R. Suresh Kumar of the Madras High
Court. The inaugural session began with the
national song and Tamil Thai Valthu.

In his inaugural address, Union Minister
Rijiju underlined the importance of a robust
and indigenous legal framework that
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evolves with contemporary challenges while
remaining rooted in India’s civilizational
values. He also highlighted Tamil Nadu’s
strong academic and cultural traditions.

Justice R. Suresh Kumar, in his keynote
address, emphasized the dynamic nature
of jurisprudence and urged students to
approach legal education with discipline,
ethical grounding and social responsibility.

Dr. G. V. Selvam, Vice President of VIT,
delivered the welcome address, highlighting
the importance of legal consciousness among
students in a rapidly transforming society.
Shravan B. Raj, ABVP National Secretary, in
his felicitation address, outlined the objectives
of FOTLAWS and emphasized its contribution
to student engagement and legal awareness.
Dr. G. Viswanathan, Founder and Chancellor
of VIT, in his presidential address, stressed
the need to improve India’s Gross Enrolment
Ratio in higher education to match global
standards.

The conference featured six thematic
sessions addressing various aspects of law
and governance. The first session, chaired by
Justice L. Victoria Gowri, focused on ‘From
Colonial Chains to Constitutional Sovereignty,’
discussing India’s constitutional evolution and
the significance of fundamental rights and
the Basic Structure Doctrine.

The second session included paper
presentations across seven themes such as
Constitutional Rights, Cyber Law, Artificial
Intelligence, Environmental Law and Family
Law. Around 120 teams participated, with
the top three teams recognised during the
valedictory ceremony.

The third session, led by Justice S. Srimathy,
examined the role of women in the legal
profession under the theme ‘Women Jurists
for a Developed Bharat’ The discussion
highlighted gender equality, constitutional
values, and the need to address systemic
challenges faced by women in law.

The fourthsession, addressed by Additional
Solicitor General A.R.L. Sundaresan, focused
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on ‘Ethics, Al & The Future of Litigation,’
emphasizing the importance of integrity
in legal practice and the balanced use of
artificial intelligence.

The fifth session, chaired by Justice
D. Bharatha Chakravarthy, explored the
‘Use of Al in Legal Landscape,’ discussing
the role of technology as an assistive tool
while reaffirming the importance of human
judgment in legal reasoning.

The sixth session, chaired by Justice G.
R. Swaminathan, focused on ‘Integrating
Indian Knowledge Systems in Jurisprudence,’
highlighting the relevance of traditional
knowledge systems and values in modern
legal thought.

The conference concluded with «
valedictory session graced by the Governor
of Tamil Nadu, Rajendra Vishwanath
Arlekar and Justice Kumaresh Babu. The
dignitaries emphasized the importance of
empathy, ethics and character in the legal
profession.The session included a conference
report presentation, presidential remarks
and addresses focusing on justice delivery,
constitutional responsibility and the role of
legal professionals in society.

Governor Arlekar, in his address, urged
studentsto prioritize humanity and compassion
in the practice of law, stating that justice
must always remain people-centric. Justice
Kumaresh Babu, in his keynote address, spoke
on the Constitution as an instrument of social
transformation. Dr. Y. Nagalingam, National
Vice-President of ABVP, also addressed the
gathering, encouraging students to explore
India’s classical texts like the Thirukkural for
ethical and legal insights.

The conference provided a platform
for students to engage with contemporary
legal issues and interact with members
of the judiciary, legal professionals and
academicians.  NEEDHIKKALAM 2026
highlighted the role of legal education
in shaping responsible professionals and
contributing fo national development. [
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A Grand Celebration of Young
Filmmakers and Cinematic Innovation

he National Students’ Film Festival-2026

(NSFF-2026) concluded  successfully

after a vibrant two-day event held

on February 28 and March 1 at the
University of Mumbai, Kalina Campus. The
festival was jointly organized by Rashtriya
Kala Manch (RKM), Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) and Vidyarthi Nidhi Trust,
drawing enthusiastic participation from young
filmmakers across the country.

The festival featured screenings of films
in multiple languages, along with guidance
sessions and thought-provoking discussions,
making it an inspiring platform for emerging
cinematic talent. Renowned film director Ravi
Udyawar inaugurated the event. Following
the inauguration, a jury briefing session was
held with eminent personalities from the film
industry. Writer Nidhi Singh Dharma, film writer
Amarnath Jha, music director Rahul Suhas,
National Award-winning director Neeraj Kumar
Mishra, film editor Vandita Chakradeo and
director Vishal Chaturvedi guided participants.
They shared valuable insights on the evolving
media landscape, the changing dynamics
of cinema and the social responsibility of
filmmakers, encouraging students to pursue
innovation and meaningful storytelling.

A total of 30 films were shortlisted and
screened during the festival, representing a
wide range of themes, genres and languages.
The screenings received an enthusiastic
response from audiences. Additionally, four
masterclasses were conducted by industry
experts. Abhijeet Deshpande spoke on
storytelling and screenplay writing, Sudip
Lahiri discussed emerging technologies in
filmmaking, Kedar Gaikwad delivered sessions
on cinematography, editing and sound and V.
N. Aditya shared perspectives on film ethics
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and the future of cinema. Satyaijit Mandle,
Deputy Director of the National Museum of
Indian Cinema, also attended the festival
and conducted a networking session, offering
guidance and practical insights into building a
career in cinema. A special panel discussion on
‘Al and the Future of Indian Cinema’ featured
filmmaker Pooja Kadam and producer Avinash
Tripathi, who explored the growing influence
of artificial intelligence in filmmaking and its
potential impact on the industry.

The festival concluded with a grand
valedictory ceremony attended by several
distinguished guests, including Maharshi Shah,
Creative Director of Birla Studios, who served
as the chief guest. Other notable attendees
included ABVP National Organisation Secretary
Ashish Chauhan, Chairman of Film Development
Authority Tarun Rathi, RKM National In-charge
Ankit Shukla and University of Mumbai’s
Director of Student Welfare, Sunil Patil.

The award ceremony marked a highlight of
the event. Panpankh won the Best Film Award,
while Songti and Seize received special
appreciation. Saanjha Kuan was awarded Best
Music, Riha won Best Editing, Baap Re Baap
received the Best Young Director Award and
The Queue was honored as the Best Promising
Voice.

Maharshi Shah emphasized the importance
of learning from the rich heritage of Indian
cinema to develop a unique creative voice.
Ankit Shukla highlighted RKM’s ‘Triple P
Concept’ -Passion, Platform and Purpose as
a guiding principle for artists. Tarun Rathi
underscored the importance of originality in
cinema through unique concepts, characters
and scenes, while Ashish Chauhan stressed the
need for perseverance in artistic pursuits. [ |

(Rashtiya Chhatrashakti Team)
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