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Bharat’s Vision for Responsible
Artificial Intelligence

n a significant step towards shaping India’s

artificial intelligence ecosystem with a

‘Nation First’ approach, the AdhyAl Summit

2026-A New Chapter of Bharat's Al was
organised at the D&V Lecture Hall Complex
of Indian Institutes of Technology (lIT-BHU)
Varanasi. The summit, jointly organised by
Think India in collaboration with IIT (BHU),
brought together academicians, policymakers,
researchers, innovators and students to
deliberate on the future of responsible Al in
India.

The one-day summit, held on April 8,
witnessed the participation of over 400
delegates, including 42 hackathon teams and
more than 86 young innovators from institutions
across the country. Discussions throughout the
event focused on ethical Al adoption, digital
inclusion, Al-driven innovation and India’s
growing technological leadership in the global
arena.

The inaugural session set the tone for the
summit with thought-provoking addresses by
eminent personalities. Prof. Manindra Agrawal
described Al as a transformative force
capable of redefining problem-solving across
sectors. He emphasised the need for students
to understand the mechanics of Al rather
than becoming passive users of technology.
Highlighting the importance of original
thinking, he proposed the idea of a ‘Cognitive
Gym’ where individuals could train their minds
to remain creative and independent in the Al
age.

16 | el wmeifia | a8, 2026

Prof. Ajit Kumar Chaturvedi urged students
to adopt Al with responsibility and awareness.
Stressing the idea of ‘Conscious Al' or ‘Sajag
Al', he warned against becoming ‘mindless
consumers’ of technology and encouraged

youth to align innovation with social
responsibility and national development.

Prof. Amit Patra underlined the importance
of domain knowledge alongside technical
expertise. Drawing parallels with the arrival
of computers decades ago, he stated that
Al should be seen not merely as a tool but
as a national vision capable of solving
local challenges and strengthening India’s
technological standing globally.

Joining virtually, Sunil Kumar Sharma
appreciated the initiative and emphasised
the role of technology in bridging the digital
divide, solving rural problems and contributing
towards the vision of a ‘Viksit Bharat'.

A major attraction of the summit was the Al
Hackathon, where teams presented innovative
solutions addressing real-world challenges in
infrastructure, governance, healthcare and
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agriculture. Participants utilized advanced
Al frameworks and large language models
to build socially relevant applications.
The projects were evaluated on technical
feasibility, innovation and societal impact by
a distinguished jury comprising academic and
industry experts.

The summit also featured a high-level
panel discussion on ‘Al in Various Fields’,
moderated by experts from technology,
healthcare, agriculture and legal sectors.
Discussions revolved around the application of
Al in farming, medical diagnostics, judiciary
systems and governance. Experts highlighted
both the opportunities and ethical challenges
associated with Al deployment in India.

Agriculture expert Dr. V. K. Tripathi spoke

about Al-powered farming solutions, including
robotic harvesting and disease detection
systems, while Dr. Saurabh Singh emphasized
that Al in healthcare should complement,
not replace, human empathy. Legal expert
Adv.  Varun Singh cautioned against
overdependence on Al in judicial systems,
pointing out concerns related to false citations
and ethical accountability.

The valedictory ceremony concluded with
the felicitation of hackathon winners and a
collective call for continued innovation in the
service of the nation. Organisers encouraged
students to convert their ideas into scalable
solutions capable of addressing India’s unique
challenges. [

(Rashtriya Chhatrashakti Team)
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National Symposwm ng.hh hts One
Health Approach for Rural Re5|I|ence

he 2nd National Veterinary, Dairy &

Fisheries Symposium—2026 concluded

successfully atNagpur Veterinary College

after two days of intensive discussions,
expert lectures and policy deliberations on
strengthening India’s veterinary, dairy and
fisheries sectors through the ‘Integrated One
Health Approach.’

The symposium was jointly organised by
Agrivision in collaboration with Maharashtra
Animal and Fisheries Sciences University
(MAFSU), Veterinary Council of India (VCI),
National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB)
and Vidyanidhi Nagpur. Held on April 11-
12, the event brought together academicians,
policymakers, researchers, students and
industry representatives from more than 20
states.

The inaugural session was attended by Union
Minister of State for Animal Husbandry, Dairy
and Fisheries S. P. Singh Baghel as Chief Guest.

0| erdl omerfea | a8, 2026

Other prominent dignitaries included Dr. Niteen
Patil, Vice Chancellor of MAFSU; Devdatt
Joshi, National Joint Organising Secretary of
ABVP; Dr. Umesh Sharma, President of VCI
and Dr. B. K. Behera, Chairman of NFDB.

Addressing the gathering, Shri Baghel
emphasised the need for modern reproductive
technologies such as sex-sorted semen and IVF-
based embryo transfer to improve livestock
productivity and enhance farmers’ income.
Organising Secretary Dr. Shirish Upadhyay
introduced the objectives of the symposium,
while Agrivision National Convenor Manish
Fate highlighted the organisation’s initiatives in
rural and agricultural development.

The technical sessions focused on the
practical implementation of the One Health
concept, emphasising the interconnection
between animal, human and environmental
health. Experts including Dr. P. K. Pandey, Dr.
S. B. Barbuddhe, Sudhir Kumar Singh and
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Dr. Rajesh Gupta discussed interdisciplinary
collaboration and future opportunities in
India’s dairy and livestock sectors. A special
lecture on ‘Viksit Bharat Ki Sankalpana’ by
Devdatt Joshi inspired students to contribute
actively toward nation-building and national
development.

Separate  sector-wise  sessions  on
Veterinary, Dairy and Fisheries provided
specialised platforms for detailed discussions.
The Fisheries session highlighted aquaculture
entrepreneurship, fish health management
and climate resilience. The Dairy session
focused on dairy value chains, innovations
in milk production and entrepreneurship
opportunities for rural livelihoods. Veterinary
experts deliberated on disease management,
biosecurity and advancements in diagnostics
and treatment wunder the One Health
framework.

On the second day, the Resolution Session
discussed five major proposals aimed at
strengthening education, research, policy
implementation and timely conduct of ASRB
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examinations in allied agricultural sectors.
The resolutions were formally adopted after
interaction with student delegates.

The symposium also featured a Role
Model Session where speakers including
Dr. Dhiraj Mankari, Dr. Abhijeet Naohate,
Shraddha Dhawan and Dr. Nina Singh
shared experiences related to agribusiness,
dairy entrepreneurship, aquaculture startups
and innovative livestock management. The
session encouraged students to explore
self-employment and startup opportunities.
Technical Session-Il included expert lectures
on poultry enterprises, sustainable livestock
development and One Health initiatives by Dr.
Sunil Garg, Dr. Manoj Aware and Dr. Jogdand
Swati.

The valedictory session was graced by
Padma Shri awardee Dr. Punyamurti as Chief
Guest. He emphasised dedication, innovation
and service in agriculture and allied sectors.
Awards for Best Poster Presentations were
distributed to participants for outstanding
research contributions.

According to organisers, the symposium
witnessed participation from 20 states, 25
universities and 46 colleges. A total of 365
participants attended the event, including 279
undergraduate students, 55 postgraduate
students and 31 professors. Participation also
included 1 Union Minister, 3 Vice Chancellors,
7 Deans and 36 technical speakers.

Field-wise participation comprised 249
delegates from Veterinary Sciences, 86 from
Fisheries and 30 from Dairy Sciences. The
overall event strength, including volunteers,
organisers, and state convenors, reached 532
attendees.

Organisers described the symposium as
a major national platform for promoting
collaboration, innovation, entrepreneurship
and policy dialogue in the veterinary, dairy
and fisheries sectors while strengthening
India’s rural resilience through the One Health

approach. [
(Rashtrsiya Chhatrashakti Team)
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