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| COVER STORY |

ABVP Unscripted: When the Campus
Ballot Rewrote the Political Narrative

m Shravan B. Raj

here is perhaps no better forum than

campus elections to understand the

political pulse of India’s younger

generation. Beyond national campaigns
and narratives shaped on social-media
platforms, university ballot boxes provide
a direct reflection of how students perceive
politics, governance and public issues.

It is in this context that the recent electoral
victories of the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) at the University of Delhi
and earlier at Panjab University assume
significance beyond the immediate outcomes
of campus elections.

These victories came at a time when a
strong political narrative was being advanced
that India’s student community had turned
against the ABVP, particularly in the aftermath
of the student mobilisation at Jantar Mantar.
The subsequent electoral results, however,
presented a markedly different picture.
From Punjab to Delhi

The Panjab University student elections were
held on August 31, with results announced on
September 1. ABVP candidate Ankit Bidhan
was elected President, securing 3,149 votes.
Adil Brar of the Association of Students for
Alternative Politics (ASAP), associated with
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), received 2,637
votes, while Gurman Singh Sidhu of the
Congress-affiliated National Students’ Union
of India (NSUI) finished third with 2,263 votes.

For the ABVP, the result marked a second
consecutive victory at Panjab University.

A similar outcome followed in the Delhi
University Students’ Union (DUSU) elections, the
results of which were announced on September
19. ABVP’s Yash Dabas was elected President
with 24,576 votes, defeating NSUI's Vijay
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Shankar Meena, who secured 22,523 votes.

ABVP’s  Riya Chhabdi was elected
Secretary with 21,650 votes, while Lakshya
Raj Singh won the Joint Secretary’s post with
16,615 votes. The Vice-President’s post was
won by independent candidate Deepanshu
Shokeen, who secured 30,615 votes.

The ABVP therefore secured three of the
four central posts at Delhi University. NSUI,
which had won one of the four central positions
in the previous election, failed to secure any
of the central posts this time.

These results warrant a closer examination
of the political developments that preceded
them.

Jantar Mantar and the CJP

On June 6, 2026, a major student and
youth protest was held at Jantar Mantar
in New Delhi under the leadership of the
Cockroach Janata Party (CJP). The agitation
focused on alleged irregularities in the
2026 National Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET) and broader concerns surrounding the
examination system.

Among the principal demands was the
resignation of Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan. The protest was led
by CJP founder Abhijit Dipke, while Sonam
Wangchuk also joined the agitation through a
hunger strike. The protesters also demanded
financial assistance for families of students
who had died by suicide following the alleged
NEET paper leak.

Initially presented primarily as a student-
centred agitation, the protest subsequently
received support from opposition political
parties and leaders, including those associated
with the Congress and Left organisations.

By July, the mobilisation had acquired a
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more overt political character. The march
towards Parliament on July 20 witnessed
violence, with reports of individuals described
as criminal elements joining the demonstration.
On July 23, Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Vadra participated in programmes
associated with the agitation.

Consequently, an issue that had initially
centred on examination-related concerns
increasingly became part of a wider political
confrontation with the Union government.
When the Generation Spoke Through the Ballot

This sequence of events makes the
subsequent campus election results particularly
significant.

The Jantar Mantar agitation was initially
perceived by many as an expression of
genuine student concerns. However, the
subsequent participation of Left-wing, Maoist
and Congress-aligned student organisations
gave the mobilisation a broader political
dimension. The argument advanced by these
groups was that the agitation represented
opposition to the ABVP.

The elections that followed in Delhi and
Punjab offered an opportunity to test that
political claim through the ballot box.

The ABVP’s victories suggest that
concerns over examination irregularities and
dissatisfaction with aspects of governance can
coexist with a strong attachment to national
identity, unity and patriotism. Questioning
shortcomings within the country’s administrative
and institutional systems does not necessarily
imply rejection of the national framework
itself.

This distinction is important. Students can
demand accountability, transparency and
reform while simultaneously retaining faith in
the nation and its democratic institutions.

The electoral results can therefore be read
as a rejection of the assumption that every
student grievance against the government
will automatically translate into electoral
support for opposition or Left-wing student
organisations.
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The Jharkhand Contrast

The contrast becomes more visible when
the Jantar Mantar mobilisation is compared
with the student agitation in Jharkhand.

Beginning on July 25, students in Jharkhand
launched protests over alleged irregularities
in the JPSC and JSSC examinations. On August
10, thousands of young people marched
peacefully towards the state Assembly in
Ranchi. The police attempted to disperse the
protesters using tear gas, water cannons and
batons.

The agitation was temporarily suspended
after the Jharkhand government agreed on
August 19 to cancel certain examinations. The
protesters also expressed their opposition
to the JMM-Congress government through
political demonstrations, including the burning
of effigies of Chief Minister Hemant Soren
and Rahul Gandhi.

Yet many of the political faces and
organisations prominently associated with the
Jantar Mantar agitation were conspicuously
absent from the Jharkhand movement.

This contrast raises an important question:
are studentissues being supported consistently,
or does the level of political mobilisation
sometimes depend on which government is
being challenged?

The Politics of Double Standards

The differing responses to the two agitations
point towards what may be perceived as an
inconsistency in the opposition’s approach to
student issues.

At Jantar Mantar, examination-related
grievances were elevated into a major
national political campaign against the
Union government. In Jharkhand, however,
when students raised similar concerns over
examination irregularities while the Congress
was part of the governing coalition, the
issue did not receive a comparable level of
national political mobilisation.

The difference does not necessarily
invalidate the grievances raised by students
in either case. Rather, it raises questions about
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the political framing of student movements.
When student protests become platforms
for broader political campaigns, students
may increasingly begin to examine not only
the issue being raised but also the political
interests surrounding the mobilisation.

This may help explain why the subsequent
campus elections produced results that
differed from the narrative that had gained
prominence during the Jantar Mantar
agitation.

The Left’s Electoral Challenge

The DUSU results also highlight the
electoral difficulties faced by Left-wing
student organisations.

AISA  presidential candidate Ananya
Rathore secured 5,377 votes, compared
with 4,310 votes for NOTA. For the Vice-
President’s post, AISA-SFI candidate Akshat
Shikhar received 2,383 votes, while NOTA
secured 4,359 votes.

Similarly, for the Joint Secretary’s post, SFI
candidate B. Parijath received 5,837 votes,
whereas NOTA secured 7,389 votes.

Inthese contests, NOTA received more votes
than the respective candidates supported by
Left-wing student organisations. While NOTA
cannot be equated directly with support for
any particular political organisation, these
figures nevertheless demonstrate the difficulty
faced by these organisations in converting
their political claims into corresponding
electoral support.

The results also suggest that students are
willing to independently assess competing
political narratives rather than automatically
aligning themselves with one ideological
position.

What the Campus Ballot Says

A reading of campus politics in 2026
therefore points towards a more complex
political consciousness among India’s younger
generation.

Students are willing to question examination
systems, demand institutional accountability
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and protest against administrative failures. At
the same time, such concerns do not necessarily
translate into rejection of nationalism,
patriotism or the broader national framework.

The Jantar Mantar mobilisation, the
Jharkhand  student agitation and  the
subsequent ABVP victories in Punjab and Delhi,
when viewed together, offer an important
lesson: student politics cannot be understood
solely through street protests, social-media
campaigns or narratives constructed by
political organisations.

The ballot box provides another and
perhaps more direct, measure of student
opinion.

The results also indicate that the younger
generation increasingly seeks to evaluate
political organisations on the basis of their
own experiences and perceptions rather
than simply accepting political narratives at
face value. Students may support a demand
for reform while simultaneously rejecting
the political interpretation attached to that
demand.

This is the larger significance of the recent
campus elections.

India’s students are neither disengaged
from  questions of governance and
accountability nor necessarily willing to
be politically mobilised through a single
ideological narrative. They are capable
of distinguishing between criticism of a
government, demand for institutional reform
and commitment to the nation.

The campus ballot, therefore, is more
than a mechanism for choosing student
representatives. It is also a window into how
the younger generation is negotiating the
relationship between student welfare, political
accountability, nationalism and democratic
participation.

And in 2026, that ballot has offered a
message that political observers would do

well to take seriously. ]
(Author is National Secretary of ABVP)
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UN overlooks cartographic engineering

m K N Pandita

or over 450 years, the standard world map used in

classrooms, atlases, and digital platforms has been

based on the Mercator projection, created by

Flemish cartographer Gerardus Mercator in 1569.
While the Mercator map was an incredible tool for 16th-
century nautical navigation because it preserved straight
compass bearings, it mathematically creates massive
distortions near the poles. As a result, landmasses in the
Global North appear disproportionately massive, while
equatorial regions are visually shrunk. For example: on
a Mercator map, Greenland looks roughly the same size
as the continent of Africa. In reality, Africa is larger 14
times than Greece. In reality, Greenland covers 2.16
million sq km. Africa covers 30.3 million, nearly 14 times
as much. Even India, at 3.29 million sq km, is bigger than
Greenland, but the maps as of now suggest otherwise.

Designed primarily for maritime navigation, the
Mercator map preserves angles and direction but
severely distorts the relative size of landmasses as
they approach the poles. While it was functional for
European sailors charting trade routes during the Age
of Discovery, its prolonged dominance as an educational
tool has institutionalized a warped worldview.

The most egregious consequence of this projection is
the dramatic underrepresentation of the Global South,
particularly Africa. On o standard Mercator map,
Africa appears roughly equivalent in size to Greenland.
In geographic reality, Africa is 15 times larger than
Greenland.

Cartographic ~ distortion  fosters an insidious
psychological bias. When generations of schoolchildren
grow up viewing a world where Europe and North
America dwarf the rest of the globe, it subtly conditions
a perception of inherent cultural, economic, and
geopolitical superiority.

Resolution

On September 4, the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) passed a historic, non-binding
resolution titled ‘Correct the Map: Rebalancing Global
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Cartographic Representation and Promoting Equitable
Representation of the World’s Regions, Particularly
Africa’. Sponsored by Togo, spearheaded by the
African Union, and passed with an overwhelming 164-
to-1 vote, this landmark decision formally encourages
the global community to move away from the centuries-
old Mercator projection towards the 2018 Equal Earth
map projection. The United States cast the sole dissenting
vote, and there were six abstentions: Estonia, Georgia,
Lithuania, Moldova, Serbia, and Ukraine.

While legally non-binding, the resolution represents
a profound shift in international relations, signalling
collective commitment to undoing the psychological
and structural remnants of Eurocentric cartography. By
challenging how the world visually conceptualises power
and geography, the UN has initiated a long-overdue
decolonisation of the global mind.

Rabah Arezki, a former World Bank economist,
writing in Le Monde, argued that the Mercator
projection historically served as a political tool. ‘The
standard projection was a political tool that contributed
to the scramble for Africa, also known as the partition
of Africa when Western European powers colonized the
continent,” he wrote. ‘Just as making Africa look smalll
and conquerable then, the Mercator projection makes
the continent look small and irrelevant now.

The entire continent of Africa covers approximately
30.3 million square kilometres-a vast expanse capable
of comfortably containing the contiguous United States,
China, India, Japan, and most of Europe combined. By
shrinking the African continent and expanding northern
territories, the Mercator projection has implicitly
reinforced colonial-era hierarchies, visually diminishing
the physical prominence and geopolitical weight of
developing nations.

This framing resonates with leaders outside Africa as
well. Dorbrene O'Marde, Vice Chair of the Caribbean
Community  (CARICOM) Reparations  Commission,
described support for the Equal Earth projection as a
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rejection of the Mercator map’s ‘ideclogy of power and
dominance.’
India voted in favour
India welcomed the Correct the Map Resolution

passed by the UN General Assembly on September 4,
2026, noting that traditional maps diminish the perceived
sizes of Africa, Latin America, and South Asia. The move
aligns with backing developing regions and the African
Union’s push for accurate geographical scaling instead
of 16th century navigational distortions. India clarified
that its vote endorsed the general use of equal-area
map projections rather than binding the country to any
specific projection style like Equal Earth. In a press
release, the External Affairs Ministry spokesman, Randhir
Jaiswal said, ‘the UN General Assembly adopted a
resolution titled ‘Correct the Map Rebalancing Global
Cartographic Representation and Promoting Equitable
Representation of the World's Regions, Particularly
Africa’ on 4th of this month. He said the purpose of this
is to encourage the use of equal-area map projections
that preserve the relative sizes of continental land
mass. The Spokesperson said, India voted in favour of
the resolution and also made an explanation of vote
stressing on the underlying principle of promoting
equal-area cartographic representation. He highlighted
that the resolution does not constitute endorsement of
any specific map, projection, or depiction of national
boundaries. India clarified that its vote endorsed the
general use of equal area map projections rather than
binding the country to any specific projection style like
equal earth,
The controversy

Following the release of maps by UN Geospatial,
objection arose in India because regions like Arunachal
Pradesh and Aksai Chin were not shown in accordance
with official Indian maps. Instead, they were marked
using separate ‘Indian line' and ‘Chinese line’ claim
designations, creating ambiguity over sovereign
borders. Additionally, while the map provided an
explanatory dotted note for the Line of Control (LoC)
with Pakistan, it lacked similar clarifying caveats for the
India-China claim lines
India’s stand justified

India rejected the by map issued UN Geospatial on
a number of counts. First, the terms of reference were
that the UN Geospatial will draw a map which exactly
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shows the land mass of a country exactly what its size
is neither less nor more. It had no business to demarcate
the land by drawing red lines and then adding note
separately about the ownership as has been done in the
case of Arunachal Pradesh and Aksai Chin. Secondly,
the map of UN Geospatial is non-binding and India
rejected it. The recommendation of the UN GA that the
UN Geospatial map should be adopted by the libraries,
universities, schools and educational institutions is null
and void because it is non-binding. Thirdly, while voting
in favour of the resolution on Sept 4, India clarified two
essential points. One, Sovereignty was Non-Negotiable.
The Ministry of External Affairs emphasized that the
non-binding resolution does not authenticate any specific
map or address political boundaries. Second, India
firmly stated that its sovereign territory --- including the
Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh-
must strictly follow India’s official map, calling any
misleading depictions unacceptable.

India’s stand was vindicated by Ireland whose
representative made almost an identical statement.
Speaking on behalf of the bloc, Ireland stressed that the
measure applied only to the relative size of landmasses
and had no bearing on sovereignty, territorial status or
internationally recognized borders.

Tailpiece

The cartographic engineer done in the case of
Arunachal Pradesh and Aksai Chin regions is blatant
violation of the terms of reference. It could be done only
on prompting by interested source. It is sad that demands
by a majority of members to bring about drastic reforms
in the UN. It is dominated by certain vested interests and
directed by money power. China invaded Arunachal in
1962 and a year later, it clandestinely obtained Aksai
Chin from Pakistan which had been illegally occupying a
part of the territory of the State of Jammu and Kashmir
that had legally acceded to the Indian Union. China
and Pakistan in combination have been conspiring
disintegration of the State of Jammu and Kashmir.

Failing to annex Arunachal by force of arms, Beijing
is now using other underhand methods to strengthen its
illegal claims. It is sad that an organization that was
supposed to maintain the high levels of impartiality has
lost its reputation and is looked at with a big question
mark by most of its member states. ]
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